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Colonizing Rock Cree Country: The Guy Indian 
Residential School at Sturgeon Landing, Saskatchewan, 

1926-1953 
 Bruce McKenna 

The Guy Indian Residential School operated at Sturgeon Landing, in northern 
Saskatchewan, from 1926 to 1953, under the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 
While the dominant literature on residential schools addresses itself to Indian 
education as a centralized project of the federal government, this article seeks to 
analyze in some depth the relationship between a specific—and particularly nasty—
residential school, and the territory whose children it took in, with a view to seizing 
the phenomenon of colonization in a more holistic light as it played out in a particular 
area. Analyzing the interactions between government, Church, private capital, and 
labour as actors with different but overlapping agendas, I argue that the Guy school 
played into three distinct but interrelated colonizing processes through which these 
actors worked to transform the traditional country of the Rock Cree into a part of 
Canada. I elaborate these processes as cultural colonization, economic colonization, 
and racial subordination, complementing secondary literature with my own research at 
Library and Archives Canada (Indian Affairs and Northern Development fonds) and at 
the Oblates’ Archives Deschâtelets in Richelieu, Québec. 

!  

Beginning in the latter part of the 19th century, the Canadian 
government oversaw the operation of a system of Residential Schools 
for children of indigenous nations. Conceived in the context of the 
British Empire and its ideology of civilization along a Christian model, 
these schools sought to isolate native children from their families in 
order to inculcate them with western culture, language, and values, with 
the goal of gradually assimilating indigenous populations into the 
dominant Euro-Canadian culture and body politic.  The Canadian 1

government began to pursue of this model of Indian education in a 
serious way with the opening of the West to Canadian settlement, 
resource exploitation, and colonization more broadly, following the 
Dominion’s acquisition of Rupert’s Land from the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in 1870. Given the instability in the years that followed, and 
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the ongoing wars of conquest south of the American boarder, Indian 
education policy in Canada operated according to an imperative to tame 
the West and make it into a stable space for the expansion of the settler 
state.   2

The project of Indian education addressed itself to a wide 
diversity of geographical, economic, and cultural realities. Research 
which considers the Residential School System as a whole, while 
certainly important in terms of addressing large-scale questions, must 
often compress space, time, and diversity in order to be able to speak of 
broad facts and shared experiences. By focusing on a specific region 
and a specific school, we can more effectively seize the realities of one 
setting of the colonial encounter on the ground, and thus develop a more 
detailed view of Indian education as embedded in a local material and 
cultural context. 

The Rock Cree have inhabited the land west from Hudson’s Bay
—rugged boreal forest country atop Precambrian shield rocks where 
winter reigns for nine months of the year—for thousands of years, with 
evidence of their ancestors in the region dating back to 2500 B.C. Prior 
to European contact, they followed a semi-nomadic way of life, 
assembling in larger camps at established gathering places during the 
summer months to fish and conduct social life, and spreading out with 
the coming of autumn in small family groups across large tracts of land 
to sustain themselves through hunting in the winter months when the 
country was easily traversable.  With European contact and the 3

development of the fur trade beginning in the late 17th century, 
economic life for the Rock Cree gradually evolved based on the 
presence of the Hudson’s Bay Company and the trapping of furs for 
international markets, which had produced by the early 20th century a 
hybridized economy that included semi-permanent settlements 
organized around trading posts and transportation hubs, and which had 
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already seen a great deal of diversity and change by the time rapid 
settler colonization began to take place.  4

In the early 1900s, the rapid incursion of Euro-Canadian society 
into Rock Cree country began to produce what historian Frank Tough 
identifies as a transition from mercantile to industrial capitalism, as 
resource exploitation industries began to transform the demographic and 
cultural character of the region in fundamental ways.  At this moment in 5

the history of the boreal forest, the Guy Indian Residential School was 
constructed at Sturgeon Landing, Saskatchewan, a site on the shore of 
Namew Lake at the mouth of the Sturgeon Weir, near the border with 
Manitoba and north of the 53rd parallel. Funded by the government of 
Canada, the school was operated at this location by the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate from 1926 until 1953, when it burned 
down and was relocated down the Saskatchewan River to the Pas, 
Manitoba, where it operated until its closure in 1978.  Our focus will be 6

on the first Guy school at Sturgeon Landing. This institution was 
operated by a small corps of mainly French-speaking religious staff, 
consisting in 1935 of two priests and three brothers, along with eleven 
nuns of the Sisters of St. Joseph, and one lay labourer.  It drew its 7

student body, averaging 100 to 120 pupils in a given year, from across a 
large area in northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan that included most of 
Rock Cree country, including the communities of Pelican Narrows 
(“Pelican Lake”), Pukatawagan, Nelson House, The Pas, Southend, 
Cumberland House, Island Falls, Brochet, and others.  8

The story of the colonization of Rock Cree country features four 
separate groups of actors with distinct agendas. The Catholic Church 
worked to turn the Cree into Christians, big business worked to make 
profits by exploiting the resources of the earth, government worked to 
open up the untamed north and bring it into its sphere of control, and 
masses of individual Euro-Canadian migrants simply tried to make a 
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living. The Guy Indian Residential School at Sturgeon Landing 
represented a convergence of interests between these four groups of 
actors to participate in a process of actively transforming Rock Cree 
country into a colony of Canada. Firstly, the school was the progression 
of a process of cultural colonization led by the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate and supported by government. Secondly, a process of 
economic colonization, led by government, big business, and a mass of 
Euro-Canadian migrants, both enabled and fundamentally informed the 
work of the Oblates at Sturgeon Landing. Finally, events at Sturgeon 
Landing contributed to a process of racial subordination that was 
playing out across the north, and involved all four agents of 
colonization. 

 The first colonizing role played by the Guy Residential School 
at Sturgeon Landing that strikes us is one of cultural colonization, in 
which the Christianizing mission of the Oblates overlapped with the 
‘civilizing’ goals of the Canadian government and Euro-Canadian 
society more broadly. The school at Sturgeon Landing represented a 
progression of the process of the imposition of Christianity over 
traditional Cree spirituality which had been well underway for many 
decades. The old Cree religion was a sort of animistic shamanism, 
deeply tied to the natural environment, in which all of the creatures of 
the boreal forest were actors in a spirit world. The Rock Cree interacted 
with the spiritual world through a variety of simple rituals, often 
associated with hunting and fishing practices, but also occasionally 
through more elaborate events such as a kind of “shaking tent” ritual in 
which a shaman acted out interactions with a cast of animal spirits or 
pawatakan.  Cree spirituality was also expressed through an extensive 9

oral literature—passed on from generation to generation during long 
winter nights on the trapline—which featured a variety of mythical 
creatures, most famously the terrifying witigo, a deranged cannibal 
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figure which served as a warning against eating human flesh in a harsh 
environment where starvation was sometimes a danger in the winter 
months.  We might better understand pre-Christian Rock Cree 10

spirituality by bearing in mind a point articulated by historian James R. 
Miller, which argues that the distinction between religion, mythology, 
and practical education is not really a valid one when it comes to 
indigenous cultures broadly— storytelling was a theological, ecological, 
political, ethical, and historical education in oral cultures, which gave 
children their ontological grounding.  11

 The Christianization of the Cree was already an established 
project by the time the Guy school was built in 1925. The Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate first made their way into Rock Cree 
country in the 1840s, competing with missionaries of other Christian 
denominations, notably the Anglicans. Permanent missions often 
accompanied the establishment of fur trading posts, as was the case with 
St. Gertrude’s at Pelican Narrows in 1875. Based out of sites like these, 
which were also the spots where families came together in the summer 
months, Oblate priests travelled from camp to camp in the wintertime, 
baptizing the Cree and making them take on European names, 
prohibiting traditional drums and spiritual practices, and generally 
working to encourage the Cree to observe Christian social norms.  The 12

Oblates were engaged in a long-term project to replace traditional 
beliefs with the Catholic religion, which they regarded as their duty to 
God. 

 In this optic, the task of the Residential School at Sturgeon 
Landing was to more effectively proselytize the children of the area, 
instilling in them a better and more thorough understanding of the 
Christian faith in which they were generally already baptized, but which 
they could scarcely be said to be practicing properly. Indeed, the Rock 
Cree by 1900 generally dwelled in a hybrid spiritual place, in which 
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theoretically Christian people continued to believe in the likes of the 
witigo, and in which traditional ideas of kisemanitow or the Great Spirit 
were used to articulate Christian notions of God.   13

At Sturgeon Landing, the Oblates worked to form young Rock 
Cree into truly Christian subjects. They engaged themselves in what 
historian John S. Milloy theorizes as an attack on children’s ontologies, 
in which the world was reconstructed as a European place where only 
European values had meaning.  Younger children spent one hour per 14

day in catechism classes, taught in the Cree language by a priest to 
make sure they understood, while older children spent half an hour per 
day on catechism taught in English by other school staff.  The Oblates 15

also imposed alien Christian moralities on the Cree, particularly 
surrounding sexuality. Survivors at Pelican Narrows recalled in 2005 
how the school staff put deadbolts on the doors of the boys’ and girls’ 
dormitories, fearing the possibility that a pupil might become pregnant. 
Priests and nuns taught the children that sex was “beyond the pale”, in a 
manner quite inconsistent with the more permissive attitudes and 
absence of taboo that prevailed in Cree culture.  16

The imposition of Christian morality was quite consistent, 
however, with the goals of the Department of Indian Affairs, in its 
efforts to encourage a more ‘civilized’ lifestyle for native peoples 
generally. The reports of the Indian Agent J. Rowland for Carlton 
Agency, which included some Rock Cree communities such as Pelican 
Narrows, in the period preceding the establishment of the Guy 
Residential School, are enlightening in the way they view issues of 
public health through a moral lens. In accordance with the format 
established by the Department, Rowland used the word “immorality” as 
a euphemism for sexual promiscuity, and advocated “stringent 
measures” to prevent the spread of sexually transmitted infections.  17

The interests of the federal government and the Catholic Church 
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overlapped in the colonial imposition of Christian moralities on Rock 
Cree children at Sturgeon Landing—both felt that the only proper way 
for Indians to live was according to Christian norms.  

 Christian education at Sturgeon Landing played into a larger 
project of fostering a Christian culture in Rock Cree communities 
generally. The practice of wintertime bush ministry continued through 
the period of the Guy school’s operation at Sturgeon Landing, as the 
Oblates did their best to overcome the challenges posed by the mobile 
lifestyle of the Rock Cree. The priest at Pukatawagan reported in 1935 
that he managed to visit most camps in the area to teach catechism at 
least twice over the course of the winter, and that he had been so far 
successful in persuading a good number of people to return to the 
mission at Pukatawagan to celebrate Christmas and Easter.  Moreover, 18

the Oblates had a long-term project of cultivating indigenous Christian 
institutions in Rock Cree country. The staff of the Residential School 
followed the instructions of the diocese and tried to recruit pupils to 
religious life, though without success except for one girl, who appears 
to have been sent to Edmonton to become a nun. Responding to 
inquiries by the diocese, Sturgeon Landing’s Principal, Fr. Napoléon 
Doyon, O.M.I., speculated that it may be possible in the long term to 
build a seminary in the area, with the goal of training an indigenous 
clergy that would have greater chances for long term success.  19

Although these plans never materialized, their conception demonstrates 
the engagement of the Oblates in a long-term project of re-making Cree 
culture in profound ways. The Residential School was a tool geared 
toward reforming the communities themselves. This role reflected the 
way the federal government intended the system more broadly, targeting 
not simply individual students but aboriginal communities as a whole, 
seeking to westernize the aboriginal population by isolating children 
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from their traditional influences so that they could return to their 
communities with Western values and customs.  20

 Indeed, Cultural colonization at Sturgeon Landing had a wider 
scope than religion. It played into an effort on the part of the Oblates to 
cultivate social structures along Euro-Canadian patterns more broadly. 
This effort was not so much a self-conscious mission, as was the case 
with Christianization, but more something that proceeded from the way 
the Euro-Canadian Oblates understood the composition of communities 
in a sedentary context. For instance, at the Guy Residential School, staff 
organized students of each sex into clubs: the Ligue du sacré cœur de 
Jésus for boys and the Société des enfants de Marie for girls. The goal 
of these clubs seems to have been to promote Christian moral lifestyles, 
but it is the club-model of their organization that should strike us here.  21

The clubs at Sturgeon Landing paralleled the efforts of the Oblates 
across the north to organize Cree people along the models of a Western-
style civil society. In Pukatawagan in the summer of 1950, Brother 
Léon Levasseur used the opportunity of Sunday mass to preside over 
the establishment of the “Pukatawagan Home-makers’ Club” and the 
“Pukatawagan Athletic Association”, both following the suggestion of 
the local Indian agent, apparently according to a project of the 
Department of Indian Affairs.  The overlap of Church and state is 22

worth noting here, as both parties seem to have shared the goal of 
establishing Western-style social institutions. Indeed, Brother Levasseur 
went as far as to articulate his activities at Pukatawagan in nationalistic 
language—something we would not immediately expect from a member 
of the Ultramontanistic Oblate community—by thanking the 
Department for its support to “better the living conditions of Canada’s 
first Citizens”.  The same summer, Brother Levasseur praised these 23

developments in Pukatawagan to a Euro-Canadian audience in a radio 
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broadcast in Flin Flon, expressing a hope that with accompanying 
material upgrades, Pukatawagan should: 

become one of those ideal settlements, not only serving as 
an example to all, but showing evidence of the Vitality of 
a people who, with a few ideas of Cooperation and 
Confidence in the future, can realise better living 
conditions.  24

Levasseur understands progress as hinged on these Western “ideas”; an 
ideal future for Pukatawagan is that it should become like a little Indian 
Flin Flon: sedentary and churchgoing, featuring virtuous people in 
Canadian-style clubs. 

 We might also do well to touch on the issue of linguistic 
colonization of the Rock Cree. Survivors of Sturgeon Landing recall 
that the Cree language was often sanctioned, with various techniques 
used to encourage students to speak English over their native tongue.  25

However linguistic colonization was not a clear-cut affair at Sturgeon 
Landing the way it may have been elsewhere, as many Oblate 
documents seem to indicate a significant degree of toleration for the 
Cree language. The priority seems to have been to save souls by 
delivering the message of God, and it was necessary to learn the 
language of the country in order to do this. In their responses to the 
diocese’s questionnaire of 1935, priests across northern Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan unanimously affirmed the importance of learning the 
Cree language in order to minister to communities effectively, and some 
were even engaged in teaching Cree people to read and write their own 
language in syllabics.  It is unclear whether students were ever taught 26

syllabics at Sturgeon Landing. However, this information, combined 
with the recollections of survivors, suggests that linguistic colonization 
was pursued inconsistently at Sturgeon Landing, with the English, 
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French, and Cree languages all being spoken. Sanctimonious behaviour 
toward the Cree language by school staff probably resulted from the 
simple fact that most of them could not speak it, and so English and 
French were of necessity the languages of the classroom in all classes 
except those taught by the priests who could speak Cree. Teaching 
children the white man’s language was not in itself a bad thing, since it 
was a tool with which to conduct relations with the settler society. 
However the forceful imposition of English and French by often 
linguistically insensitive staff was doubtless a colonizing activity.  

Frank Tough argues that the history of indigenous peoples and 
colonialism in northern Manitoba, particularly between 1870 and 1930, 
cannot be understood in isolation from its economic context, and that 
efforts to understand this period without taking into account the 
exploitative character of capitalism “generate scholarly clutter” in their 
rendering of the problem as simply “an imposition of white culture by 
church and state”.  Indeed, we cannot adequately understand the role of 27

the Guy Residential School without situating it in the context of the 
economic transformation of northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan. This 
economic transformation, affected by the combined impact of 
government, big business, and Euro-Canadian migrants, both informed 
and enabled the project of Indian education in a region that was in the 
material process of becoming Canada.  

Economic colonization, even more than cultural colonization, 
had been underway for a long time in Rupert’s Land. The Hudson’s Bay 
Company brought about the end of the relatively pure subsistence 
economy of the Rock Cree as it integrated them into the international 
capitalist economy through the fur trade, a process which began in the 
17th century. This mercantile trade was intentionally exploitative of the 
indigenous people, as the Company “whipsawed” native traders under 
monopoly conditions by lowering the prices for furs and raising the 
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prices of goods, in order to maximize profits. The Company also made 
extensive use of credit, such that Frank Tough argues that native traders 
generally operated in a condition of “debt bondage”. The fur trade 
remained unequal after the end of Hudson’s Bay Company monopoly.  28

On the whole, the exploitative trade had the effect of making the Rock 
Cree more dependent on the Company for staple goods, as hunting and 
trapping activities came to be dominated by the harvest of fur bearers 
for European markets. At Pelican Narrows, traditional conservation 
practices fell away before the demands of the market, and by 1899 
bannock had become a major food staple, as the local Rock Cree came 
to depend on stocks from the trading post. The demand for game 
animals from the growing white population also did not help things.  29

 The process of economic colonization took on a new character 
in the first quarter of the 20th century as the interests of government, 
private capital, and masses of Euro-Canadian migrants converged on 
Rock Cree country and worked to construct a new economy based on 
resource exploitation. In 1912, the province of Manitoba acquired the 
boreal forest country north to the 60th parallel. Seeking to open up the 
north for the economic benefit of Manitoban and Canadian society, the 
provincial government subsidized the construction of a railroad 
northward to The Pas on the Saskatchewan River, completed in 1907. 
The Dominion government undertook further rail construction in 1911, 
setting about work on the Hudson’s Bay Railroad to Port Nelson.  30

These investments, in which government and private capital converged, 
drew white labour into the north, laying the groundwork for a new 
industrial economy and labour market. Resource exploitation industries 
moved in following the railroad, with logging making its mark early. 
The Finger Lumber Company out of The Pas was soon the largest 
logger in Manitoba, harvesting trees in Rock Cree country on both sides 
of the provincial border.   31
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 Moreover, the mining industry was rapidly beginning to make 
forays. Following the Dominion’s decision to go ahead with the Hudson 
Bay Railroad in 1911, a rush of Canadian prospectors entered the 
country north of The Pas and began staking claims. As The Pas 
exploded as a supply centre for both prospecting and rail construction, 
white fortune seekers criss-crossed the mineral-rich shield country the 
Rock Cree called home.  Rapidly, Rock Cree country became mining 32

country. In 1914, investors in Prince Albert backing a prospecting party 
led by one Tom Creighton spent $30,000 setting up a mine at Amisk 
Lake. The site quickly became a small boom town known as Beaver 
City (“amisk” is Cree for “beaver”), with mining companies and 
prospectors pouring in to set up shop.  The Mandy Mine on Schist 33

Lake entered production shortly afterward, and over the course of its 
brief life produced some $300,000 worth of copper.  While the mines 34

at Schist and Beaver lakes made for short-lived settlements, the 
discovery by another party led by Creighton in 1915 of a massive 
copper and zinc ore body at a spot on the Manitoba-Saskatchewan 
border dubbed Flin Flon—named for the hero of the prospectors’ dime-
store science fiction novel—would alter the character of the country 
permanently. Staggering projected start-up costs of around $10,000,000 
gave some indication of the magnitude of development anticipated.  35

Between 1925 and 1930, private sector investment in northern Manitoba 
totalled $70,000,000 and was accompanied by major public spending as 
Canadian settlers carved mining towns like Flin Flon and Sherridon out 
of the boreal forest, complete with houses, streets, and railway 
stations.  The transformation was astounding.  36

The construction of a new economy by government, capital, and 
migrants wrought a destructive impact on the economic life of the Rock 
Cree, doing acute damage to traditional ways of life. In their search for 
productive ore bodies, prospectors occasionally set fire to large areas of 
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forest in order to be better able to examine the land. A particularly 
dramatic example seems to have taken place in 1928, when forests fires 
ravaged the country around Reindeer Lake, and staff at nearby Hudson’s 
Bay Company posts recorded their suspicions that these fires had been 
lit by prospectors, given their unusual size.  The destructive impact of 37

fortune-seeking individuals was matched by that of larger companies. In 
1928, the Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Company (HBM&S) began 
construction on a hydroelectric dam on the Churchill River at Island 
Falls, Saskatchewan, to power the mammoth metallurgical plant it was 
building at Flin Flon. The Island Falls area, northwest of Flin Flon and 
some 70 kilometres north and east of Pelican Narrows, was prime 
hunting and fishing country for the Rock Cree, with sturgeon especially 
plentiful. HBM&S flooded much of this country with the completion of 
the dam in 1930, wiping out the traditional economy of Sandy Bay, a 
Cree community nearby on the Churchill River.  The fisheries in 38

particular were permanently damaged, with the formerly plentiful 
sturgeon and whitefish no longer available for harvest.  39

Industries apart from mining also did damage to traditional 
economies tied to the land. The ramping up of the fur trade with 
Canadian trappers had dramatic consequences on life for the Rock Cree. 
Fur traders operating out of The Pas made $300,000 in 1912-13.   40

Trappers often used unsustainable methods, employing poisoned bait 
and exhausting the supply of fur-bearing animals in a given area before 
moving on to new grounds to do the same thing.  By the 1920s, over-41

trapping had produced a situation that historian Jim Mochoruk describes 
as “horrendous” for native trappers. Whereas in 1902, some 700,000 
muskrat pelts were harvested, the equivalent number in 1923-24 was 
only about 8600, and these catches were poor in fur. The over-harvest of 
the country’s animal resources violently impoverished many indigenous 
inhabitants, such that the province’s conservation officer encountered 
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graves of people dead of starvation along the Churchill River that 
winter.   42

 Such awful conditions also had to do with negative impacts on 
fisheries associated with the vagaries of the fur market. During the 
economic slowdown of 1921, particularly low fur prices caused native 
trappers and hunters to switch over to an inordinate reliance on fishing 
for sustenance, causing in turn a depletion of fish stocks in northern 
lakes.  This depletion of traditional natural resources—largely a result 43

of the integration of the Rock Cree into international capitalism—put 
the indigenous inhabitants of northern Manitoba in a state of increased 
dependency on the settler economy in order to survive.  

 It was in this context of dramatic economic change that the Guy 
Indian Residential School appeared in 1925. The very project of the 
school’s construction seems to have gone hand in hand with the larger 
process of material development of the country north of The Pas, which 
was what brought the site of Sturgeon Landing into the sphere of 
familiarity of government, labour, and private business. In the years 
before the rail extension to Flin Flon, mining companies shipped their 
ore south to The Pas from Beaver City and the Mandy Mine via the 
Sturgeon Weir, which connected to the Saskatchewan River via Namew 
Lake. Sturgeon Landing, as the spot where the Sturgeon Weir entered 
Namew Lake, was an important site in the transportation of ore since it 
served as the point of entry into the Saskatchewan River system for ore 
hauled overland from the Mandy Mine via Athapapuskow Lake. The 
provincial government had in fact covered 50% of the cost of a summer 
portage road to Sturgeon Landing from the west end of Athapapuskow 
Lake.   44

 Prior to this moment in the history of the region, the Dominion 
government had shown scarce interest in building a Residential School 
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in a spot as remote as Sturgeon Landing, accessible only by water from 
The Pas. In a speech given at the opening ceremonies of the Guy Indian 
Residential School in September 1927—an event that took place after it 
had already been operating for a year—the bishop of Keewatin, Ovide 
Charlebois, O.M.I., recalled how he had come upon the site of Sturgeon 
Landing some thirty years prior while travelling through Rock Cree 
country as a young missionary. He had been impressed with the spot 
where he camped, and dreamed of constructing there “une magnifique 
école qui donnerait l’éducation et l’hospitalité à nos chers enfants”.  45

Charlebois lobbied for many years trying to make his dream a reality, as 
the Indian Agent Waddy recalled in his speech that followed the 
bishop’s: 

Ce n’est pas Mr. [Duncan Campbell] Scott ou le 
[département] qui devrait recevoir les remerciements pour 
l’érection de cette école, mais Monseigneur Charlebois. 
J’ai vu aux archives du [département]… toutes les lettres 
qu’a écrites [sic] Sa Grandeur depuis 30 ans au sujet de 
cette école.  46

Yet it was not until 1924 that the Department of Indian Affairs finally 
went ahead with the project, at a time when the mining industry was in 
the process of bringing Rock Cree country into the material sphere of 
white society, and Namew Lake was part of a well-established 
transportation system for ore. As the school began to operate, the 
proximity of new or newly enlarged Canadian settlements played a 
significant role in keeping the Oblates and pupils supplied, as staff 
made trips to The Pas to conduct commerce, trading for example 900 
pounds of fish from Amisk Lake for gasoline, oats, and manufactured 
goods.  When a doctor was needed, the Oblates could call on one from 47

Flin Flon.  48
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While the Missionary Oblates had a virtually limitless 
proselytizing agenda, seeking to bring the remotest souls to God and 
following a Christian duty to work toward their welfare 
indiscriminately, the government of Canada was strategic and self-
interested in its organization of Indian education and provision of 
material aid. The Dominion denied a Rock Cree petition to join Treaty 
6 in February of 1879, at a time when the Rock Cree were facing 
starvation conditions on account of low fur prices and absence of game 
animals. The Rock Cree only gradually obtained treaty benefits over the 
following twenty years as they came to be seen as already spoken for in 
the original treaty agreement at Fort Carlton in August 1876.  The 49

Department of Indian Affairs seems to have been quite careful when it 
came to administering treaty benefits to individual Cree, not wishing to 
overspend or be taken advantage of. In the case of at least one Cree 
man at Pelican Narrows in the winter of 1914, a bureaucrat at the 
Department in Ottawa was careful to screen an application to join the 
treaty forwarded by the Indian Agent in Prince Albert, requesting 
according to protocol “further particulars regarding this Indian, stating 
where he lived previously, why he did not apply to join treaty before, 
etc”.   50

With this context in mind, we cannot help but view the decision 
to fund the Guy school in 1924 as strategic, influenced by the fact that 
what had hitherto been for all practical purposes unambiguously Cree 
country was now rapidly becoming Canada, and the interests of Church 
were beginning to converge with the practical capabilities of local 
business and the colonizing interests of the Dominion government. The 
interests of white labour also appear to have been part of the equation. 
The Pas was prone to occasional bouts of unemployment, notably in 
1919-1920 with the fluctuation of the lumber industry, leaving masses 
of Canadian workers stuck in the north looking for work.  Trappers 51
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who poisoned animals and prospectors who torched forests doubtless 
had their origins in this demographic. Moreover, there must have been 
an ongoing demand for work around the time the Sturgeon Landing 
school was approved, given the lull that had struck the mining industry 
and the delay in developing Flin Flon prior to the summer of 1925.  All 52

of these factors illustrate the way the economic colonization of Rock 
Cree country played a critical role in setting up the groundwork for the 
very project of the Guy Indian Residential School. 

The work of the Oblates at Sturgeon Landing after the school’s 
establishment was also informed by the economic colonization 
underway. The Department of Indian Affairs certainly seems to have 
understood the school’s mission in this context. Agent Waddy’s speech 
at the opening ceremonies, after assuring the parents gathered at 
Sturgeon Landing that their children would be well cared for, 
counseled: 

Vous savez que la chasse et la pêche diminuent de plus en 
plus, il peut se faire que vos enfants ne puissent trouver 
leur subsistance dans la forêt ou les lacs, nous voulons 
leur donner ici l’instruction nécessaire pour qu’ils puissent 
gagner leur vie à la manière des blancs.  53

The Dominion government sought to train the Rock Cree to participate 
in the white economy for their own good, never mind that it was the 
development of this economy that was actively engaged in wrecking the 
traditional lifestyles of whose decline Waddy spoke. Canada was 
working to economically colonize the indigenous peoples of the region 
by getting them to work on the white man’s projects.  

 The Oblates also understood training for participation in the 
settler economy as a large part of their mission at Sturgeon Landing. In 
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October 1938, Fr. Doyon wrote to his superior about his challenges and 
successes, and after celebrating the absence of tuberculosis, remarked: 

J’ai aussi constaté qu’ils sont tous en état de trouver de 
l’ouvrage avec les blancs, quand ouvrage il y a… À 
l’entrée du lac Caribou depuis deux saisons, la compagnie 
des mines de Flin Flon s’est occupé [sic] de faire faire de 
gros travaux. Les indiens ont pu travailler, mais d’abord 
les anciens élèves des écoles. Les premiers en charge de 
ces travaux m’ont avoué qu’ils étaient très satisfaits du 
travail de mes anciens élèves. De plus les guides des 
blancs, soit prospectors [sic], soit commerçants, sont 
d’abord nos enfants d’école parce qu’ils parlent anglais. 
Quelques-uns sont même engagés comme hommes de 
confiance pour les compagnies out petits traitors [sic] 
parce qu’ils savent lire, écrire, compter. Même la police 
montée emploie ces jeunes gens comme interprètes. Ainsi 
on ne peut pas dire que si nous n’arrivons pas avec nos 
écoles sœurs du sud pour la culture du sol, etc.. nous nous 
appliquons cependant à fournir à nos enfants les moyens 
nécessaires à leur subsistance dans les conditions où ils se 
trouvent après leur sortie de l’école. Je crois que ce 
rapport vous sera suffisant pour justifier notre travail 
auprès du [département], prouvant ainsi que les dépenses 
faites dans ce but ne sont pas des dépenses folles et sans 
résultat.  54

Fr. Doyon felt that much of the good his school was doing was giving 
its pupils the basic skills of language and the like needed to participate 
in the transformed economy that had replaced their own. I do not 
contest that this sort of training benefitted the Rock Cree at this point in 
time. However it was nevertheless forcefully imposed, and embedded in 
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a context of economic colonization since the need to ‘get jobs’ in the 
Euro-Canadian manner arose from the long process of putting the Rock 
Cree in a position of economic subservience and vulnerability, 
underway since the early years of the fur trade and exacerbated by 
destructive impact of a rapid influx of capital and migrants in the early 
1900s. When the school burned down in 1953, an Oblate father wrote to 
G.M. Ferrie, the Member of Parliament for the area, lobbying for its 
reconstruction on the basis that the work of the school “interests the 
whole north”.  That is, white society was interested in training the Cree 55

to work in the economy it had established on their land, on projects that 
profited financiers in Winnipeg, Montreal, New York. 

 While Canada’s economic colonization of the Rock Cree might 
have included some space for genuine altruism in the shape of training 
the natives to participate in the settler economy, a distinct but related 
process of racially based maltreatment and subordination was going on 
simultaneously which is much more difficult to sympathize with in 
hindsight. All four agents of colonization participated in this process, if 
some more deliberately than others.  

Condescending attitudes toward the native people stemmed in 
large part from an ideological outlook that emphasized a civilized-
barbarous dichotomy in understanding the north and its people. This 
dichotomy was a widespread feature of the thinking of the times, and 
permeated the Canadian government’s approach to Indian education, 
treating indigenous cultures as barbaric and morally inferior to the 
‘civilized’ ways of Western societies.  The same sort of attitude was 56

latent in the approach to the north country by governments and private 
capital. Politicians and businessmen in southern Manitoba saw the north 
as a “harsh and empty landscape”, a sort of tabula rasa onto which they 
might project their own desires and imaginations, a land to be used for 
its resources in the service of civilization.  The perception of the north 57
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as such a place, in civilized-barbarous ideological lens, meant a disdain 
for the people who lived there, along with their ways of life. Thus 
agents of the Department of Indian Affairs related to the Rock Cree 
according to Eurocentric notions of progress imbued with moral 
overtones. The report of agent S.A. Milligan for Carlton Agency around 
1916 lamented that the Indians of the region were not enthusiastically 
taking up agriculture, because this ostensibly held them back from 
“advancement”. He blamed the Cree’s supposed inclination to “adopt 
too easy habits”.  Failure to align with Euro-Canadian notions of 58

progress and civilization thus provoked a disdain for the people in 
question, questioning their character traits. 

 As Euro-Canadian migrants gradually inundated Rock Cree 
country, the demographic dynamic shifted to one in which the 
indigenous people of the land could more easily be discriminated 
against for the benefit of the settler population. The population of 
northern Manitoba grew from 20,402 in 1921 to 30,669 in 1931, 
continuing a trend that began with the initial opening up of the north. 
By 1931, only 35.4% of the population self-identified as “Native” or 
“Indian”.  In this environment, government, business, and white 59

migrants treated the Cree unfairly in a whole host of ways. All took a 
cavalier attitude to native land rights, with aboriginal title simply not 
applied across most of the north. Reserve lands added up to only 2.6% 
of northern Manitoba in 1930.  The land was seen as empty for all 60

intents and purposes. The new Euro-Canadian northern society also 
observed what Mochoruk describes as a “de-facto apartheid” with 
indigenous people in some cases, such as in The Pas where the Cree 
dwelled strictly on the north bank of the Saskatchewan, and were not 
allowed into town after a certain hour in the evening.   61

HBM&S and its white workers implemented the same pattern at 
Island Falls during the construction of the hydroelectric dam and its 
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ensuing operations. The village of Island Falls was an all-white enclave, 
with Cree workers made to build their cabins in the neighbouring 
community of Sandy Bay. White workers had houses built for them at 
Island Falls, whereas the Cree were merely given access to scrap 
lumber. Between 1930 and 1935, the Cree were paid only in groceries, 
while working 10-12 hour days. On top of this, the Company made Cree 
men wishing to work at Island Falls give up their treaty status in order 
to be hired, citing greater convenience for bookkeeping, and many did 
so.  The bitter irony that Cree workers were treated so poorly while 62

working on a project that flooded their territory speaks to the cruelty of 
racial attitudes among labour and management, as well as within the 
Saskatchewan provincial government which considered the area empty 
land when granting the permit to flood it without hesitation in 1928.  63

The case of Island Falls also speaks to the way in which racial 
subordination and economic colonization were closely intertwined, 
since the theatres of the latter—wage labour, resource exploitation, 
urban life and industrial capitalism—set the stage for the former. 
Indeed, many state decisions in the realm of economics seemed 
designed to subordinate the native race to the white race, even if the 
Indians tried to play the white man’s game. While the provincial and 
federal governments went out of their way through subsidies and 
regulatory laxity to support private capital, they actively encumbered 
the indigenous population economically by restricting the sale of goods 
from reserves and refusing to provide start-up capital for any initiatives 
originating therefrom.  64

The Guy Indian Residential School played into these patterns of 
racial subordination in a rather complex way. The Oblates were 
altruistic in their intentions toward the Rock Cree, and there is little 
doubt that they understood themselves to be doing God’s work by 
educating the children in Christ. Indeed, Fr. Doyon reflected on the day 
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after the Guy school’s opening ceremony, upon the timely arrival of 34 
pupils in a contingent from Pukatawagan which put the school at 
capacity for the year, that the will of God seemed to be manifesting 
itself through this initial success at Sturgeon Landing.  However, this 65

earnest Christian worldview could not help but privilege Western 
religion and lifestyles over indigenous traditions. It was not racist in 
itself, but it formed an ideological background of strong conviction of 
the righteousness of one’s ways, against which racism could take shape. 
For example, author Maggie Siggins argues that Bishop Charlebois held 
many negative stereotypical opinions about the Cree, having often 
described them as “coarse” and “lazy”.  66

Some figures in the history of the school seem to have been 
unambiguously racist and cruel. Augie Merasty, an elderly survivor of 
Sturgeon Landing who wrote a memoir from his cabin west of Flin 
Flon, recalls the particular meanness of one Brother Lepeigne as 
racially motivated: 

Brother Lepeigne was a man dedicating to preserving the 
image of Superiority of the Semi-Super Race of 
Whiteman over Indian, like the German Super Race tried 
to establish during the time of Hitler’s regime. As I look 
back, what was happening at the school was basically the 
same thing, except on a smaller scale with the same 
principles.  67

Though his historical analogy is imprecise, Merasty’s point is taken. 
Other survivors of Sturgeon Landing have memories of emotionally 
painful cultural denigration at the hands of the staff. Celena Bone of 
Pelican Narrows recalls the trauma of nuns delousing her upon arrival 
as if she were truly filthy, rubbing coal oil in her hair, giving her a 
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standardized haircut, and burning her clothes.  Such a treatment hardly 68

reflects any cultural sensitivity. 

 Racism and cultural denigration at the Guy school were 
accompanied by acts of true cruelty on the part of staff. Western 
opinions about the necessity of punishment in raising children no doubt 
served as an ideological background from which physical abuse could 
spring—Fr. Doyon reported portentously in 1935: “les indiens ne savent 
pas punir leurs enfants”.  Under the pretext of punishment, school staff 69

physically abused students, sometimes with shocking severity. Suzette 
Ratt of Pelican Narrows recalls a girl being almost killed by a nun who 
grabbed her by the throat and pinned her against the wall.  Augie 70

Merasty and other survivors recall Brother Lepeigne punishing pupils 
for fighting by forcing them to fight together.  Augie Merasty is 71

affected to this day by a head wound he received at the hands of one 
staff member.  Several members of the staff sexually molested 72

students.  The works of Maggie Siggins and Augie Merasty deal with 73

the issue of abuse at length, and the stories are many.  

What is important to underline for our purposes is the damaging 
effect all of this cruelty wrought on all of the Rock Cree communities 
whose children attended the Guy Residential School. The indigenous 
population of northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan, already 
discriminated against and taken advantage of extensively by the 
emerging settler society, suffered a measure of social trauma as a result 
of their contact with Residential School education which escapes our 
attempts at expression. This experience was a distinct and particularly 
bitter aspect of the colonial encounter, which went beyond simply 
subjecting Cree culture and economy to the hegemony of Euro-
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Canadian society—it was a compounded assault on the collective 
psychology of the Rock Cree, a process that wounded their very social 
existence to place them in a condition of real subordination, of real 
collective inequality, to the settler population in terms of general well-
being.  

In 1953, an Oblate father arguing for the reconstruction of the 
school mentioned the importance of bringing up a second generation in 
the institution, in order to more deeply affect the social development of 
their communities.  The tragedy of the Guy Indian Residential School 74

was the way its inventors and administrators imagined their work to be 
positively impacting communities, giving children valuable education 
and setting them up to prosper, while in reality with each passing year, 
graduating classes returned home from Sturgeon Landing less and less 
able to function in the culture that was their own. 

 The Guy Indian Residential School which operated at Sturgeon 
Landing from 1926 to 1953 represented the convergence of four distinct 
agents of colonization—church, state, business, and labour—through 
three processes which shaped the transformation of Rock Cree country 
into some unstable entity called northern Canada. These processes were 
cultural colonization, with the Church seeking to Christianize the 
natives consistently with the government’s ideology of civilization; 
economic colonization, with the Church and the government seeking to 
train the vulnerable natives to participate in a new economy wrought 
destructively by concentrated capital and migrant labour; and racial 
subordination, with the Church involved against its own better ideals in 
a process of large-scale social injury to the indigenous population, 
driven by government, big business, and the Euro-Canadian masses.  

As is the case with indigenous peoples across North America, in 
Rock Cree country the process of colonization is not complete, and the 
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work of reversing that process and renewing culture and communities 
lies ahead. This will be a long and challenging road which indigenous 
people and settler Canadians must travel together. We might say that the 
first step on this road to reconciliation is to learn how to recognize the 
present as the product of a colonial past. This is as much true in Ottawa 
as it is in Flin Flon. 

Bruce McKenna est dans sa quatrième année dans son baccalauréat en 
histoire et en science politique à l'Université d'Ottawa, où ses intérêts 
sont venus à inclure la colonisation et les peuples indigènes ainsi que la 
pensée moderne politique, la théorie critique RI et l'histoire culturelle. Il 
a grandi à Ajax, en Ontario avec des connexions proches au nord du 
Manitoba, et est un ancien du programme de pages de la Chambre des 
communes. Terminant ses études en décembre, il s'imagine poursuivant 
d'autres études, mais tente encore de tracer un juste milieu entre ses 
deux disciplines. Suivant le conseil d'Howard Zinn, il tente d'aller dans 
l'histoire en y ressortant, plutôt que de s'y perdre dedans.  

Bruce McKenna is in his 4th year of a Bachelor of Arts in History and 
Political Science at uOttawa, where his interests have come to include 
indigenous peoples and colonization, as well as modern political 
thought, critical IR theory, and cultural history. He grew up in Ajax, 
Ontario with close connections to northern Manitoba, and is an alumnus 
of the House of Commons Page Program. Set to be done undergrad in 
December, he imagines himself pursuing further studies of some kind, 
but is still trying to chart a good via media between his two disciplines. 
Following the advice of Howard Zinn, he tries to go into history in 
order to come out of it, rather than to get lost in it. 
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Rousseau chez les Montagnards et les Girondins 

 Alexandre Lépine 

Ce travail cherche principalement à explorer l’influence de la philosophie des 
Lumières sur les débats entre deux groupes révolutionnaires de la Révolution 
française, les Girondins et les Montagnards. En utilisant la philosophie de Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, philosophe du XVIIIe siècle, une exploration des divisions 
idéologiques de ces groupes partisans de la Révolution sera effectuée. L’étude à 
comme but de démontrer comment des révolutionnaires ayant au départ le même désir, 
soit un changement radical du système politique français, se sont retourné l’un contre 
l’autre durant les débats de l’Assemblée. 

!  

 L’époque de la Révolution française est sans doute l’une des 
périodes les plus influentes en termes de la modernisation de la pensée. 
Quoique l’essor et la montée en importance de nouveaux concepts tels 
que la liberté du peuple, la souveraineté populaire et l’égalité entre 
hommes soient directement reliés à l’éclatement de la Révolution, ces 
concepts ne sont pas nés durant ces années. Comme l’indique Bernard 
Groethuysen, « la philosophie de la Révolution française, n’a pas 
comme objet […] des découvertes philosophiques de nouveaux 
systèmes. Elle traite l’évolution, dans le sens révolutionnaire, de 
certaines idées déjà données  ». En fait, une multitude de penseurs 1

philosophiques, politiques et sociaux, dont Jean-Jacques Rousseau, ont 
présenté ces nouvelles idées dans ce qui sera appelé plus tard le Siècle 
des Lumières. Comme toutes nouvelles pensées, les concepts des 
Lumières, qui peuvent être englobées sous le terme de droits naturels, 
laissent libre cours à l’interprétation. Bien que chacun des penseurs 
affirme à son tour avoir la solution aux problèmes courants au sein des 
sociétés dans lesquelles ils vivent, l’interprétation effectuée par les 
partisans de la Révolution en indique le contraire. Les Montagnards et 
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les Girondins seront victimes de la lutte idéologique qui prendra place 
durant les années du début de la Révolution.  

 Lorsqu’il est question de comprendre l’interprétation de la 
philosophie des Lumières pendant la Révolution française, il est 
important de prendre en compte les divisions idéologiques entre les 
grands participants de cette époque. Parmi ces grandes divisions se 
trouvent les révolutionnaires, reconnus comme ceux qui désirent de 
grands changements au niveau de l’État français, et les contre-
révolutionnaires, qui ne peuvent être regroupés sous le même titre qu’à 
partir de leur objectif commun général, soit « la restauration intégrale de 
base féodale et absolutiste de l’Ancien Régime  ». Cependant, il est 2

nécessaire de considérer également que même à l’intérieur de ces 
distinctions se trouvent des divisions idéologiques fondamentales. Chez 
les révolutionnaires se trouvent notamment les Montagnards (dont les 
plus dominants dans ce travail seront les Jacobins) et les Girondins. 
Chez les contre-révolutionnaires, la division s’opère surtout en trois 
courants idéologiques, soit les conservateurs, les réactionnaires et les 
réformateurs . Pour cibler un objectif de recherche, ce travail aura 3

comme but d’étudier les interprétations qui ont été émises au sujet de la 
philosophie de Rousseau par les Montagnards et les Girondins.  

 L’étude de ces deux groupes partisans de la Révolution soulève 
plusieurs questions. Tout d’abord, il est intéressant de noter que ces 
individus ayant en tête le même objectif, soit un changement radical au 
niveau de la gouvernance de l’État, s’acharnent continuellement à se 
contredire durant les réunions de l’Assemblée. Pour expliquer cette 
opposition, il faut d’abord se questionner sur les différences 
idéologiques qui opposent les individus de ces partis. De plus, pour 
mieux comprendre l’enjeu de cette division idéologique, il faut explorer 
les forces motrices, ou les individus, les plus radicaux de ces groupes. 
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Cependant, avant tout, il faut définir les personnalités en jeu dans ce 
présent travail.  

 Le point commun de ces deux partis, outre le désir de la mise en 
place d’une république, est la philosophie de Rousseau. Les idées de ce 
philosophe sont essentielles pour plusieurs mouvements philosophiques, 
mais notamment dans le cas de la philosophie politique et les affaires 
d’État. Il présente dans ses œuvres Du Contrat Social et Discours sur 
l’économie politique deux théories politiques et sociales importantes. 
Par contre, l’importance des œuvres de Rousseau ne réside pas que dans 
les théories qu’il y propose. Il effectue une réalisation cruciale dans le 
chapitre VII du livre premier dans Du Contrat Social, soit que « chaque 
individu peut comme homme avoir une volonté particulière contraire ou 
dissemblable à la volonté générale qu’il a comme Citoyen  ». Cette 4

citation présente deux concepts fondamentaux qu’il faut clarifier.  

 Premièrement, Rousseau indique ici la possibilité pour l’homme 
de penser pour lui-même. Dans une société qui avait depuis des siècles 
été dominée par une monarchie, et plus récemment une monarchie 
absolutiste sous Louis XIV, cette réalisation est d’une envergure 
primordiale. Fini le temps où il fallait refouler ses pensées par peur de 
représailles, fini le temps où le roi dictait toutes les lois de manière 
impartiale. Du moins, c’est ce qu’espéraient les révolutionnaires. Le 
problème de la monarchie, et du coup une des causes immédiates de sa 
tombée, est le fait qu’« en face de la société, qui se transforme, la 
monarchie d’Ancien Régime, isolée, est devenue incapable de changer 
avec elle  ». Avec les nouvelles idéologies des Lumières, dont celles de 5

Rousseau, la monarchie n’avait plus sa place dans la société française.  

 Le second concept important tiré de la citation de Rousseau est 
celui de la volonté générale. Ce principe est au cœur sa philosophie, qui 
prône notamment la souveraineté du peuple. Selon lui, « la volonté 

!33



Clio 2015-2016

générale peut seule diriger les forces de l’État selon la fin de son 
institution, qui est le bien commun  », ou en d’autres mots, la volonté 6

générale, ayant comme but ultime le bien de ses membres ou de ses 
citoyens est la seule entité qui puisse gouverner un État. D’autant plus, 
le philosophe présente une caractéristique singulière de la volonté 
générale. À l’encontre de la volonté particulière, ou de l’individu, qui 
« tend par sa nature aux préférences », il soutient que la volonté 
générale tend vers l’égalité . Il est donc, lors de la publication de son 7

œuvre, l’un des premiers partisans depuis le temps de la Grèce antique 
d’un système politique ayant des ressemblances à une démocratie (du 
type républicain). L’égalité et la souveraineté du peuple sont alors des 
concepts qui semblent atteignables pour la société française. Cependant, 
même si les acteurs politiques avaient les outils idéologiques 
nécessaires pour assurer la mise en place d’une société égalitaire, la 
mise en pratique de ces concepts n’était pas aussi simple.  

 En effet, l’une des raisons derrière la difficulté de la 
concrétisation des pensées et des concepts de Rousseau est la division 
des acteurs politiques. En fait, pour bien comprendre ces distinctions de 
pensées il faut identifier les acteurs principaux de chacun des camps. Il 
faut premièrement comprendre que le terme « Girondins » a eu 
plusieurs noms avant la popularisation de ce dernier. Tel que le cite Jean 
Massin, historien s’étant intéressé à la période de la France 
révolutionnaire, « les contemporains parlent d’abord des “brissotins” au 
temps de la Législative, puis des “rolandins” au début de la 
Convention  ». Ces noms ont été donnés aux membres de ces partis en 8

raison de leur affiliation avec l’individu en tête, soit Jacques Pierre 
Brissot et Jean-Marie Roland respectivement. L’importance dans cette 
distinction réside dans le fait que, au début de la l’Assemblée, tous sont 
membres du Club des Jacobins. L’origine de l’opposition de ces deux 
camps se forme donc au sein même du Club, démontrant encore une 
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fois que l’association commune à une idéologie ne nécessite pas au fond 
une interprétation commune de ses concepts fondamentaux. Pour mieux 
évaluer cette division idéologique, il faut alors donner un sens concret à 
ce mode de pensée.   

Le jacobinisme se définit en tant qu’idéologie « identifié[e] au 
principe de la souveraineté du peuple et à l’idéal démocratique 
républicain dont le modèle avait été préparé et esquissé par la 
philosophie des Lumières  ». Il est donc facile de tracer un lien avec 9

cette idéologie et la philosophie rousseauiste. Cette interprétation de 
Rousseau est donc la ligne définitive qui marquera l’opposition des 
Montagnards (Jacobins) et des Girondins. La scission du club des 
Jacobins qui opposera en fin de compte Girondins et Montagnards peut 
être observée en trois temps.  

En premier lieu survient la question de la « destinée » de la 
Révolution. Chez les Girondins, ils considéraient « dès la fin de 
1791 […] la Révolution comme terminée; restait à la sauver de toute 
trahison, à l’épurer  ». Il y avait donc chez les Girondins cette idée que 10

la Révolution à la fin de 1791 était achevée et qu’il fallait bâtir la 
Constitution autour des fondements qui étaient dès lors en place. 
Cependant, les Montagnards n’étaient pas du même avis. Ces gens 
soutenaient que « la Révolution [...] était loin encore de son 
aboutissement  ». Pour les Montagnards, la Révolution n’était qu’un 11

tremplin vers des eaux plus profondes, il fallait pousser plus loin les 
nouvelles idéologies et les nouveaux concepts pour parfaire l’État qui 
devait être nouvellement formé.  

En deuxième lieu se retrouve le problème du roi. Les Girondins 
critiquaient notamment la radicalité des revendications des 
Montagnards, ou plutôt dans ce cas-ci des Jacobins sous Maximilien de 
Robespierre. L’opposition ici tournait autour de la question du roi, 
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Louis XVI, qui était alors prisonnier. Les girondins « penchaient vers la 
clémence; [ils tentaient] de proposer des solutions aptes à éviter la peine 
capitale  » tandis que les Jacobins « se rencontraient pour demander la 12

mort au nom du Salut public et des nécessités de la révolution  ». 13

Finalement, le roi fut exécuté et ce sont les Jacobins qui remportèrent ce 
combat. Dans ces actions il est possible d’y déceler une radicalisation 
de la pensée de Rousseau, qui prônait évidemment la souveraineté du 
peuple, et dont la monarchie était l’opposition par excellence. Cet 
évènement de la Révolution est un exemple parfait de la distinction 
entre les Girondins et les Montagnards, l’interprétation réservée des 
écrits des Lumières qui s’affrontent à la radicalisation de la pensée de 
Rousseau.  

En dernier lieu, la question qui fait couler autant d’encre à la 
suite de la mort du roi est la notion de la guerre. La France était, en 
même temps que l’exécution du roi en 1793 , menacée par des guerres 14

à la fois externes et internes. À l’extérieur, les monarchies européennes 
étaient menacées par l’exécution du roi en France et les conquêtes 
militaires de l’armée en Belgique et aux Pays-Bas autrichiens. À 
l’intérieur, l’insurrection de la Vendée menace les fondements de la 
Révolution . Pour les Girondins, la solution est simple, « déclarée la 15

guerre aux dynasties européennes  » pour assurer la rétention et la 16

propagation des avancements politique établies durant la Révolution. 
Cependant, pour les Montagnards, la déclaration de la guerre « risquait 
de marquer un coup d’arrêt à l’escalade de la révolution en France  ». 17

La division de la vision des Montagnards et des Girondins est donc 
évidente par rapport à ces trois questions saillantes. Pour pousser plus 
loin la compréhension de la place de la philosophie rousseauiste dans le 
débat entre les Montagnards et les Girondins, il faut cependant se 
pencher sur les discours prononcés par ces derniers. 
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Pour cibler cette partie de la recherche, trois éléments clés de la 
pensée des révolutionnaires seront comparés. Premièrement, le droit de 
propriété qui a causé plusieurs débats au sein de l’Assemblée sera 
étudié. Deuxièmement, la question de l’égalité sociale, ou de l’égalité 
entre tous les hommes, fera objet de discussion. Finalement, le rôle de 
l’État sera étudié pour clore l’étude sur l’interprétation de la philosophie 
rousseauiste de la part des Montagnards et des Girondins.  

 Le concept de la propriété privée était très discuté chez 
Rousseau. Prônant comme thème central de sa théorie l’égalité entre les 
hommes, le philosophe voyait la propriété privée comme étant « la 
source de l’inégalité parmi les hommes  ». Cependant, il soutenait 18

également dans son Discours sur l’économie politique qu’ « il est 
certain que le droit de propriété est le plus sacré de tous le droit des 
citoyens […] parce que la propriété est le vrai fondement de la société 
civile  ». Il y a donc une contradiction dans la pensée de Rousseau à 19

première vue, et c’est pourquoi il présente une pensée où il est fort 
important de limiter cette propriété de manière égalitaire. Cette 
contradiction de sa pensée mène d’ailleurs à des interprétations 
différentes des concepts de la part des Girondins et des Montagnards.  

 Les membres du groupe des Girondins étaient principalement 
des membres de la bourgeoisie et qui, par conséquent, avaient plusieurs 
intérêts directs dans la propriété privée.  Tel que le démontre Michel 
Vovelle, « des grands ports : Nantes, Bordeaux, Marseille, cadre de la 
prospérité du capitalisme marchand, ont envoyé les leaders de ceux 
qu’on nomme significativement “girondins”  ». Sur la question de 20

propriété chez les Girondins, l’un des discours importants a été dicté par 
Maximin Isnard. Pour défendre son point de vue sur l’importance des 
droits de propriété, Isnard a utilisé la conception des droits naturels pour 
protéger la propriété privée. En citant que la propriété « est un droit 
naturel, aussi bien que la liberté, dont elle est un attribut, et qui ne peut 
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exister sans elle  », Isnard désire rendre la propriété privée comme 21

intouchable par la volonté générale, et par conséquent, la mettre sur un 
plan d’importance primordiale à la société à même titre que les concepts 
de liberté ou d’égalité. Cette conception, quoiqu’on puisse y déceler les 
bases du rousseauisme, semble radicaliser la pensée de ce philosophe 
pour les biens des Girondins. En fait, Isnard contredit de manière 
évidente les dires de Rousseau, qui défendait le point que le droit des 
propriétés « n’est pas de même des dons essentiels de la nature », c’est-
à-dire que le droit de propriété ne peut pas être mis sur le même pied 
d’égalité que le droit naturel de la liberté.  

 Dans le cas des Montagnards, pour évaluer leur position sur le 
sujet, il importe d’utiliser la personnalité forte des Montagnards, soit 
Maximilien de Robespierre. Robespierre a été au cours des réunions de 
l’assemblée l’un des plus influents orateurs. Sur la question de la 
propriété, il se prononça en 1793 dans un discours présenté à 
l’Assemblée dans le but de changer certains articles de la Déclaration 
des droits des hommes et du citoyen de 1789. Dans ses propres mots :  

Je ne veux point toucher à vos trésors, quelque impure 
qu’en soit la source. Vous devez savoir que cette loi 
agraire [le droit naturel de propriété], dont vous avez tant 
parlé, n’est qu’un fantôme créé par les fripons pour 
épouvanter les imbéciles; il ne fallait pas une révolution 
sans doute pour apprendre à l’univers que l’extrême 
disproportion des fortunes est la source de bien des maux 
et de bien des crimes.  22

La position de Robespierre sur la question de la propriété ressemble 
beaucoup plus à la position initiale de Rousseau. En affirmant que le 
droit de propriété est « la source de bien des maux et de bien des 
crimes », Robespierre démontre de manière claire et concise la position 
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des Montagnards à l’issue de la propriété. Selon Vovelle, cette position 
peut être expliquée de manière socio-économique par le fait que « la 
Montagne est enracinée dans les citadelles – Paris ou province – du 
jacobinisme  », c’est-à-dire que ses membres étaient issus des villes 23

comme Paris ou autres villes urbaines du même style en province. La 
position des Girondins et des Montagnards à l’égard de cette question 
ne pourraient donc être plus opposés. Cette même opposition peut en 
fait être observée sur la question de l’égalité sociale. 

 Pour les Girondins, la question de l’égalité sociale est encore 
opposée directement à celle de Rousseau. Tandis que le philosophe 
proposait « une société de petits propriétaires égaux non seulement en 
droit, mais aussi en fait  », les Girondins rejetaient de manière radicale 24

l’idée d’une égalité sociale. En fait, dans son Adresse à tous les 
républicains de France sur la société des Jacobins à Paris, Brissot ne 
pourrait pas être plus clair sur la position des Girondins. Il défend le 
point de vue que la Révolution devrait avoir comme but de privilégier 
les riches et les talentueux, et que la conception de l’égalité sociale ne 
devait pas être acceptée par les révolutionnaires de l’Assemblée. D’une 
manière acharnée, il attaque le citoyen commun de Paris et de la France, 
ou en d’autres mots la populace, en le décrivant comme « la classe du 
peuple qui est ignorante, grossière et brutale  ». Cette remarque est 25

l’une des plus radicales au point de vue des Girondins, et résume de 
manière générale la vision de la société qu’avaient les membres de ce 
groupe. Leur distanciation de la pensée de Rousseau dans ce cas est 
frappante, car ce dernier remarque que le plus grand bien de tous 
découle du fait que : 

Quant à la puissance, elle [l’égalité] soit au-dessus de 
toute violence et ne s’exerce jamais qu’en vertu au rang et 
des lois, et quant à la richesse, que nul citoyen ne soit 
assez opulent pour en pouvoir acheter un autre, et nul 
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assez pauvre pour être contrai de se vendre : ce qui 
suppose du côté des grands [les riches et puissants] 
modération des biens et de crédit, et du côté des petits, 
modération d’avarice et de convoitise.   26

L’égalité selon Rousseau n’est donc pas seulement une égalité devant la 
loi comme le préconisent les Girondins, mais également une égalité 
sociale et économique, puisque pour assurer le bien-être de chacun et la 
pleine liberté des individus il est nécessaire que chacun puisse avoir 
assez de biens pour assurer leur survie.  

 Chez les Montagnards, la conception de l’égalité est encore une 
fois beaucoup plus proche de celle de Rousseau. Dans une lettre 
envoyée à Robespierre et retrouvée dans ses affaires par Saint-Juste, son 
bras droit, un citoyen demande une « taxe de l’égalité, puisqu’elle 
servirait à rétablir entre tous les citoyens, l’égalité des fortunes  ». Il y 27

avait donc une conception populaire que les Jacobins menés par 
Robespierre étaient des militants de l’égalité à proprement dire, et ce 
non sans raison. En fait, dans le cas de Robespierre, « l’égalité, 
proclamée par la Déclaration des droits de l’homme et du citoyen, doit 
être une véritable égalité politique, se traduisant par le suffrage 
universel  ». Le lien entre la pensée de Robespierre et celle de 28

Rousseau est ici évident, car pour lui, la volonté générale est composée 
des voix individuelles des citoyens et c’est à travers ce suffrage 
universel que l’État doit être dirigé. Il y a donc chez Robespierre et 
Rousseau une même idéologie quant au suffrage universel, que tous les 
hommes doivent pouvoir se prononcer sur les affaires politiques. Chez 
Robespierre, c’est le vote qui compte, chez Rousseau, l’homme se 
prononce à travers la volonté générale.  

 Pour ce qui est de la troisième opposition entre Montagnards et 
les Girondins, soit le rôle de l’État dans les affaires du peuple, la 
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critique des Girondins à l’égard de la philosophie de Rousseau réside 
notamment dans l’aspect économique. Suivant la même tangente que 
leur opposition de la philosophie rousseauiste sur la propriété, les 
Girondins s’opposent à la conception rousseauiste de la liberté 
individuelle et la non-intervention de l’État. Ils critiquent 
essentiellement « le problème du conflit entre le pouvoir de décider de 
l’État et celui de choisir de l’individu  ».  Le plus important pour les 29

Girondins était l’expansion économique, « la liberté du commerce 
comme dogme absolu  », alors que pour Rousseau « plaçait l’État au 30

centre de son système politique  », et donc proposait une centralisation 31

du commerce axé sur l’État au milieu, qui dirige et ordonne les affaires 
économiques. Sur le concept de l’égalité, la centralisation économique 
rousseauiste trouvait son importance dans le fait qu’elle assurait une 
distribution égale des parts et assurerait ainsi une égalité entre citoyens. 
Pour ce qui est du système des Girondins, il ne ferait qu’accroitre les 
inégalités sociales et économiques, contribuant ainsi à la perpétuation 
des problèmes d’inégalité dans la société.   

 Dans le cas des Montagnards, la question du pouvoir de l’État 
est encore sous l’influence évidente de la philosophie de Rousseau. En 
fait, le désir de centralisation des Jacobins devient évident lorsqu’en 
1793, « l’idéologie jacobine, ou de salut public, exige, sous l’influence 
de Saint-Juste, la suppression de tous les corps intermédiaires entre le 
Comité de Salut public et les districts  ». Les Jacobins suivent la même 32

voie de pensée que Rousseau, car selon eux, la décentralisation est 
devenue corrompue, et avec cette corruption, l’État ne peut plus assurer 
l’égalité ni la liberté des citoyens. Le point du rôle de l’État dans les 
affaires politiques est donc un autre exemple des divisions profondes 
idéologiques entre les Girondins et les Montagnards.  

 Pour conclure le tout, la division entre ces deux groupes 
révolutionnaires est une opposition avec des racines profondes. Les 
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questions de la destinée de la Révolution, le problème du roi prisonnier 
et la notion de guerre durant la France révolutionnaire sont tous des 
points saillants de cette division idéologique. Lorsque l’interprétation 
rousseauiste des concepts de la propriété privée, de l’égalité sociale et 
du rôle de l’État dans les affaires politiques et publiques est rajoutée à la 
mêlée, le schisme entre ces deux groupes ne fait que s’accroitre. 
L’affrontement entre les partisans tels que Brissot du parti des Girondins 
et Robespierre du côté des Montagnards donne un aperçu important des 
problèmes au sein de l’État à l’ère de la Révolution. Soumis depuis des 
siècles à la monarchie, il n’est pas surprenant de voir que la rébellion du 
peuple cause des divisions profondes chez les citoyens. La prise en 
main de la situation politique par les révolutionnaires a comme 
conséquence la déstabilisation sociale et politique de l’État. Pour 
pousser encore plus loin l’étude des conséquences de la révolution, il 
serait intéressant d’étudier la réaction populaire face aux débats de 
l’assemblée. Une observation de l’origine sociale des acteurs politiques 
et de la population générale pourrait éclaircir les différences 
fondamentales qui ont mené à cette division idéologique. De cette 
manière, il serait possible d’expliquer davantage comment un groupe 
uni au début de la révolution a pu se scinder de manière aussi radicale 
au fur et à mesure que la révolution prenait de l’ampleur.  

Alexandre Lépine est un étudiant en quatrième année dans le 
programme d’histoire et de philosophie. Mordu de l’histoire depuis la 
jeunesse, Alexandre a toujours aimé étudier et en apprendre plus long 
sur les diverses sociétés. Après l’obtention de son diplôme, il aimerait 
poursuivre ses études en enseignement à l’Université d’Ottawa. 

Alexandre Lépine is a fourth year student studying History and 
Philosophy.  Captivated by history from a young age, he has always 
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enjoyed studying and learning about diverse societies.  After obtaining 
his degree, he would like to pursue his studies in teaching at the 
University of Ottawa. 
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Krautrock: A New German Identity 

Kathleen Enid Gibney 

At the end of the Second World War, German youth found themselves faced with the 
immense task of rebuilding German culture and identity. Seeking to go beyond the 
enduring Nazi past as well as cultural bombardment from the United States of 
America, what emerged was an array of highly innovative rock and electronic music 
from various parts of Germany from the late 1960s to the early 1970s classified as 
"Krautrock." Using interviews with former Krautrock band members, newspaper 
articles, and musical performances at the time, the music and politics of prominent 
Krautrock bands such as Amon Düül II and Kraftwerk and the themes of their music 
will be analysed. This paper examines the wider context in which Krautrock emerged, 
as well as theoretical frameworks to connect music and youth culture to political 
ideology and social power. Cold War German youth were effectively responding to the 
vexing issues left behind by the Second World War to form an identity that engaged 
both the German musical and artistic tradition and the international rock scene. 

!  

 “For us, it was more of a problem to actually make music in 
West Germany after the Second World War as everyday music was 
gone, it was wiped out, and our generation had to start again," recalled 
Ralf Hütter, founding member of the Krautrock band Kraftwerk.  Youth 1

Krautrockers, then, saw themselves as having an immense task ahead of 
them. Germany was in shambles after the Second World War. It faced a 
cultural bombardment from the United States of America (US), while at 
the same time its Nazi past still seemed to be everywhere. Krautrockers 
sought to go beyond both of these to create German music and identity 
apart from American cultural encroachment and apart from their 
parents’ deplorable Nazi past.  What emerged was an array of West 2

German rock and electronic music artists from various parts of 
Germany from the late 1960s to the early 1970s, whose music has been 
classified as Krautrock. This paper will first examine the wider context 
in which Krautrock emerged - namely, the youth movements of the 
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1960s, the question of music during the Nazi and postwar years, and the 
flood of international music into West Germany. It will then consider 
various Krautrock artists and the themes of their music. This paper will 
rely mostly on recent interviews with former band members, newspaper 
articles, and their musical performances at the time, since there are few 
secondary sources on the bands themselves. All of this will be explored 
in concert with theoretical concepts to understand the study of music 
and youth culture. It will be shown that the Krautrock music scene was 
extremely innovative, had widespread and lasting effects on the youth, 
and, most importantly, created a new, postwar German youth identity 
that set itself apart from Germany's past as well as the popular rock 
movements in the USA and United Kingdom (UK). 

Understanding Krautrock requires connecting the music to 
questions of political ideology and social power that surrounded its 
emergence in West Germany. Andy Bennett's Popular Music and Youth 
Culture explores the development of the study of youth culture.  Early 3

studies of youth culture have focused on crime and delinquency, 
framing youth as a social problem. This developed in the post-war years 
as a response to the proliferation of “style-based youth cultures” in an 
effort to understand the “deviant” actions of youth using a Marxist 
lens.  Through this analysis, the rise of consumerism and class-based 4

economic divisions was used as a way to understand youth cultures. 
Critically, this understanding simplifies youth as having no reality 
outside of its representation and fails to consider the intentions of the 
youth themselves. Since the mid-1980s, the study of youth took a new 
direction that has been more “receptive to the plurality of issues and 
circumstances that underpin the identity politics of contemporary youth 
cultures.”  In this way, studying youth culture as articulated through 5

music, together with history, will allow music to be understood through 
a duality: as informing ways of being in particular social spaces, while 
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at the same time function as a resource that individuals use to construct 
their spaces.  6

Krautrock emerged amidst a series of youth upheavals in the 
1960s, particularly during the 1968 German student movement. These 
riots were part of a larger global youth movement, beginning in 
Germany in the Schwabing Riots in Munich of 1962. Youth unrest 
erupted in response to police harassment of street musicians, 
appropriating conflict and challenging an authority figure for the 
purpose of defending popular music performances. In 1964, teenagers 
rioted in Munich and West Berlin against the dictator Moishe Tshombe, 
which demonstrated a newfound student prominence in West German 
foreign and domestic political struggles. Youth became increasingly 
involved in politics, including radical exchange students from less 
economically developed countries, avant-garde left-wing student 
politicians, and bohemian intellectuals and artists.  All of this set the 7

scene and laid the groundwork for the 1968 movement.  8

Timothy Scott Brown has discussed the inextricable link 
between politics and culture in the events of 1968, showing that the 
youth involved drew upon radical cultural and artistic productions as 
much as they did from political organisation.  Brown labelled the 1968 9

German student movement as the "anti-authoritarian revolt" as this was 
how the protestors understood themselves.  The riots, spearheaded by 10

the Socialist German Student League (SDS) were sparked by the 
Vietnam War which fuelled anti-imperialist, anti-American sentiments, 
and above all the 1967 fatal police shooting of student Benno Ohnesorg 
for participating in a West Berlin riot.  Brown explains the unique and 11

multifaceted nature of 1968 though outlining a set of three "root 
interactions" and five key "imperatives."  These are useful because 12

they help to understand the origins and nature of Krautrock artists. Two 
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"interactions" of particular relevance were between the past and present 
and the political and cultural. With regards to the former, West Germany 
was still "darkened in the 1960s by the shadow of Nazism."  The youth 13

thereby felt that their nation’s history had not been adequately 
reconciled. As for the latter, the youth rebellion was coloured with the 
marriage between "artistic and political forms of radicalism," through 
artistic forms such as Krautrock.  Three key "imperatives" are of 14

particular use. First, anti-authoritarianism, which was the guiding 
principle of the rebellion and "dictated the questioning of potentially all 
authority relations in society."  Secondly, the protesters were self-15

organisational, believing in independent cultural production as a means 
of political expression. Most importantly, youth protesters had the 
imperative of communication which is the "privileging of 
communication as political action, not just in verbal terms, but in visual 
and performative acts as well."  In this way, music was a key means of 16

communicating political action, and a way to challenge authorities, 
dispute the legitimacy of official communication, and to forge an 
alternative way of life.  While these notions had their own set of internal 
contradictions, they were how the protestors understood and expressed 
themselves. These themes were crucial in the consciousness of 
Krautrock artists as they aligned themselves with the events of 1968. 

Music was of particular importance to youth protestors due to 
the intrinsic meanings of music to the German consciousness. The Third 
Reich saw music, specifically classical music, as "blatantly appropriated 
as something quintessentially German."  German musical heritage was 17

strongly celebrated and was framed as equating to the regime itself. It 
became a "code" with the objective of reinforcing the German 
nationalist consciousness. As the originators of such high-culture 
classical music, the German peoples were placed as different and even 
superior to other nations.  As the US Military Government (MG) after 18
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the Second World War faced the daunting challenge of "denazifying" 
Germany, it also had to redefine a cultural essence of Germany - its 
music. Music was certainly not the MG's top priority amongst economic 
policy, disarmament, education, and simply feeding the population. 
Nevertheless, it had to judge the guilt of various artists and decide 
whether Germans would be allowed to listen to the same music with its 
nationalistic connotations that had entertained them through "fascist 
tyranny and war."  They had to strike a balance between controlling 19

music while democratising and promoting the notion of freedom. In the 
early years of 1945-46, the MG blacklisted individuals and conducted 
purges across all spheres of life, including classical musicians.  In 20

effect, artists came to deny their past and lie about what they had done 
under Nazi rule. The myth of music as apolitical was perpetuated and as 
a consequence, it cemented the notion that Nazism and German high-
culture were incompatible.  21

By 1948-49, the MG’s adopted a policy more focused on anti-
communism.  The new concern became about winning German loyalty 22

and support, showing the population that Americans were just like the 
Germans. Re-education attempts by the MG in fields such as education, 
media, and cultural policies "quickly failed due to German 
opposition."  Moreover, it soon became apparent that former Nazis 23

would have to be employed in the new West Germany due to realities of 
the Cold War, despite initial attempts to de-Nazify the public service.  24

The past guilt of these individuals seemed to be forgotten, which 
frustrated many Germans and even more so the youth of the revolts 
during the 1960s and Krautrockers. Aside from classical music, German 
youth were listening to German popular music such as Schlager, a 
popular hit genre with sentimental, non-offensive lyrics that had roots in 
the Nazi past.  At the same time, popular American culture had made 25

its way into West Germany through unofficial channels.  26
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West German authorities and the older generations were hostile 
towards American culture. In the face of the challenge of rebuilding the 
youth identities of Germany, they were concerned about the negative 
impacts of the influx of American low culture on the German youth.  27

Nevertheless, American culture became widely available in both East 
and West Germany, and the youth devoured it. Having visited West 
Germany, the author of a 1955 US news article entitled Germany's New 
Youth Joining Free World, spoke proudly of the "vanishing German" of 
the past. The new German youth, according to the author, now "dances 
boogie-woogie and the mambo and rides a motorcycle," they sport 
"crew haircuts, gaudy socks, American jazz, and American-made 
movies."  The German youth had been so Americanised that a group of 28

German teenagers "could have been any group of American 
teenagers."  On the other hand, the author recounts older Germans who 29

were "watching the merry-making youngsters [and] seemed obviously 
unhappy."  The author's explanation was that "something happened in 30

West Germany that the oldsters find it hard to understand: youth ha[d] 
broke with tradition and is trying hard to forget the past." The author 31

convincingly articulates the sentiment of the age, and Krautrock artists 
responded to all of this. They aimed to break with the past while going 
far beyond international cultures.  

Studying music and youth together is appropriate as it could be 
said that popular music is "a primary, if not the primary, leisure resource 
for young people"  and manifests itself in many facets of their 32

everyday lives (such as at nightclubs, live concerts, cinema films, and 
television). When 'Rock 'n' Roll' emerged in the 1950s, it radically 
shifted the stylistic direction of popular music. More importantly, it 
provided the youth with a form of music that had a "distinctly youth-
orientated and oppositional stance."  It inspired certain anti-authority 33

and rebellious lifestyles, such as drug use and open sexual behaviour, 
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and effectively alienated the parent generations.  Even more radical 
spin-offs of rock, such as psychedelia and punk, as well as Krautrock, 
continued to further drive a wedge between the generations more 
dramatically.  As a teenage Krautrocker, musician and musicologist 34

Julian Cope recalls how the music "got me labelled a queer, a freak, or 
just plain [...] mad."  The reactions of youth around Europe to the 1956 35

feature film Rock Around the Clock illustrated the apparent effects of 
rock music on the youth. In the United Kingdom, it resulted in rowdy 
behaviour in cinemas. More dramatically, in Hamburg of West 
Germany, youth audiences of the film flipped cars in the streets and 
vandalised shop fronts and street signs.  36

Krautrock, while a branch of rock music, is distinctive, unique 
and innovative from other subgenres of rock. The term Krautrock is 
highly contested as it denotes an all-encompassing expression for 
various German musicians between the late 1960s to early 1970s with 
varying styles that are difficult to classify into specific genres of 
music.  What set Krautrock apart from Anglo-American rock music of 37

the era is the background of the musicians and musical style they 
employed. Many Krautrock musicians had a background in European 
classical music and were influenced by the avant-garde, controversial, 
and prominent composer and music professor Karlheinz Stockhausen.  38

Their style was marked by the use of synthesisers, unconventional 
instruments, non-traditional musical structures, and the use of steady 
beats unlike the off-beats of rock and roll. The term Krautrock was 
coined by the British DJ John Peel and was picked up by British press. 
It was initially used with derogatory connotations but developed a more 
positive appeal as it gained popularity overseas.  Today, some 39

Krautrockers reflect back on their feelings regarding the term. Jean-
Hervé Peron of the band Faust stated that "it was good to be called 
Krautrock; we even made a song called Krautrock," while JakiLiebezeit 
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of the band Can did not see it so positively and regarded it an "insult."  40

Oddly, Krautrock artists emerged from various cities across Germany - 
there was no Krautrockcentre; and even within the genre of Krautrock 
there were many sub-categories of music that emphasised various styles 
and themes. Nevertheless, the main element that unified Krautrock 
bands was their attempt to create a distinctly German and non-American 
music that looked forward, rejecting Germany's past in an "artistic 
attempt to deconstruct music and society."  41

While not all Krautrock artists were overtly political, AmonDüül 
emerged in 1967 from a commune in Munich that directly aligned itself 
with politics. Former band member John Weinzierl relates in a 2009 
interview with the British Broadcasting Company (BBC) the social 
situation in Germany that frustrated him at the time. He stated that, "In 
those days, there were bloody Nazis all over the place. [...] It was still 
there, but it wasn't as loud anymore. Nobody dared to say 'Hitler' or 
speak of the Jews." Similarly, former band member Renate Knaup 42

relates:  

Our parents didn't really talk about Hitler or the Jews or 
what was this really all about. They were just into silence. 
Nobody would ever talk about it. My father would never 
say, "I was a Nazi." If you go to Dachau which is 30 
kilometres away from here the people [would say] "we 
didn't know anything about it.”  43

Knaup and Weinzierl's comments are emblematic of how German youth 
believed adults were not facing up to the country's past and felt that they 
needed to address this while at the same time moving past it. Thus, 
sharing the frustrations and participating in the widespread student 
protests of the 1960s, the bandwould regularly play their "acid-drenched 
apocalyptic music"  at sit-ins. After recording their first album as 44
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AmonDüülI, entitled Psychedelic Underground, the group split into two 
factions. The first group thought that AmonDüül was not going far 
enough in its political agenda. These members later formed the terrorist 
organisation BaaderMeinhofGruppe (the Red Army Faction) and  were 
jailed for burning down a warehouse. Upon release, they subsequently 
orchestrated a killing spree.  The second faction of AmonDüül rejected 45

these radical tactics, and formed the notorious band AmonDüül II. 
Weinzierl explains: 

AmonDüül was never a radical political art commune. It 
was and is a social experiment and art commune. We 
never agreed with people like Baader/Meinhof, who were 
part of this "new start" in the beginning and later 
unfortunately became terrorists. [...] Freedom for 
everybody was the aim. Not freedom through violence.  46

The concept of the band, like other Krautrock bands, was to come up 
with something unique against the influx of American and British rock 
and rejecting the past of Nazi Germany. Through living in a commune, 
they sought an alternative way of life than that of the mainstream, a 
"new way of living together in a free and creative way."  The band had 47

no hierarchy and was centred on free expression of individuals in order 
to communicate through music. Audiences were also encouraged to 
participate in making music through being given simple instruments 
like tambourines during concerts.  

AmonDüül II also had links with a radical generation of 
directors reinventing German cinema. The group would provide 
directors with soundtracks to their films in return for these directors 
filming the band’s performances. An example of this is the film Amon 
Düül Spielt Phallus Dei, directed by Rüdiger Nüchtern in 1968.  This 48 49

film recorded the song 'Phallus Dei' from the band's first album as 
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Amon Düül II, which was given the blasphemous and humorous title 
Phallus Dei, meaning 'God's Penis.' The song was formed by four parts 
of improvisations that were then arranged.  In the film, the director 50

juxtaposes psychedelic projections that were popular in the international 
rock scene with shots of the natural German countryside symbolic of 
the 'German-ness' of the music. The music itself is eccentric, unusual, 
and completely freed from all conventions. It has qualities of traditional 
German instruments and freestyle jazz incorporated with the 
experimental musical instruments and methods. The band members 
were in fact educated and had been raised around classical music which 
they drew from in their performances. Rene Knaupt, lead singer in the 
performance, noted that she "wasn't really singing,"  but making shrill 51

and ghostly noises reminiscent of futuristic electronic sounds and outer 
space. Knaupt even notes that the unusual nature of the music "angered" 
people such as her father. In this way, the music was subverting the 
expectations set by adults.  

In recording more than twenty albums, Amon Düül II sought to 
constantly develop their music and capture political and social issues 
they found important at any given moment. While their music was not 
overtly 'protest music,' it was highly politicised and had meanings that 
they wished to transmit to their audiences. Weinzierl explains: 

We hated the attitudes of the record companies, who 
wanted us to play the same song for years. That's boring, 
and only features consumption as a mean, which we 
profoundly believe is totally wrong. It leads to what we 
unfortunately have reached today: the kingdom of industry 
fascism, the kingdom of the gross, the greedy and the 
uneducated. Every society like that is doomed and will 
lead wars to distract from their unnatural ways of living.  52
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Worthy of note are their albums Dance of the Lemmings (1971) and 
Wolf City (1972). In the former album, the band used lemmings as 
symbolic of humanity through the myth of lemmings being mindless 
and following each other to their deaths. Weinzierl explained that "it 
stands for the mechanical way of living that leads to destruction,"  a 53

condition which AmonDüül II sought to alert people to and awaken 
them from through their music. Wolf City is about the "gross, the greedy 
and the mindless" ruling the world and shamelessly "eating up their 
children."  Thus, the intrinsic value of their music was the band's goal 54

and they were not motivated merely by the need to sell records. In fact, 
they failed to significantly gain momentum in Germany. However, 
overseas, the band did get some recognition in the 1970s, as the 
Winnipeg Free Press commented, as a "strictly German oriented band" 
producing "sensuous, pulsating rhythms and explosive instrumental 
outbursts."  Nevertheless, the article also noted that, "to put it mildly, 55

this group's music often isn't of the more accessible variety, requiring 
repeated, concentrated listenings [sic] to fully appreciate all the 
production tricks and the strangely rhythmic flow of the much of the 
group's material."  56

 Faust was a Krautrock band that failed to gain recognition even 
more than Amon Düül II. The band was formed in 1971 in the village of 
Wumme, located near Hamburg. Faust was different from other 
Krautrock bands in that they isolated themselves in this village, which, 
according to founding member Werner "Zappi" Diermaier, enabled 
them "not to be forced to make music, but rather to live music."  They 57

were discovered and sold as 'the new Beatles,' but were extremely 
experimental musicians who preferred their old schoolhouse turned 
recording studio in Wumme and this label did not stick.  Even when 58

Faust gained overseas popularity and toured the UK in the mid-1970s, 
they ultimately retreated to their Wumme studio. Founding member 
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Jean-Hervé Peron explains their experimental music style, saying "We 
are very influenced by everything around us. Anything that looks good or 
sounds good we use, like this cement mixer. [...] Living is art, art is living.”  59

 Like the cement mixer, Faust used home-built electronics, other 
power tools, and other concrete objects as musical instruments to shock 
audiences with their innovative music. Unlike other outwardly political 
Krautrock bands, Faust wanted their music to speak for itself and 
therefore provided limited commentary on their lyrics at the time.  60

The first song in Faust's eponymous first album entitled "Why 
Dont You Eat Carrots?" features militaristic sounds juxtaposed with 
popular lyrics ("I can't get no satisfaction" and "all you need is love").  61

This song captures the past militaristic history of Germany and the 
assault of international popular music at the time. By using exaggerated, 
outlandish, experimental sounds to capture this, Faust responded to the 
problem by providing an alternative musical reality. The song ends with 
a series of broad nonsense questions and answers in German between 
two people: 

Female voice: "Do you find this pleasant?" 

Male voice: "It's enough to survive on." 

Female voice: "You have changed in the last few years!" 

Male voice: "Do you think so? 

Female voice: "But why? Maybe... no... but... why don't 
you eat carrots?" 

Male voice: "Yes, that would really be nice." 

Female voice: "Shall we do that?" 

Male voice: "Yes." 

Female voice: "Do you want to climb down?"  62
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Up for interpretation, perhaps Faust is asking themselves and their 
audiences about their artistic and collective identities.  Without being 63

explicit, Faust questions what it means to be German and examines the 
need to move forward from their destructive past. 

As one of the "original" and more successful Krautrock bands, 
Can answered the question of what new German music would be in 
their own way. Formed in 1968 in Cologne, Can combined the 
influences of European avant-garde, jazz, and minimalism.   Founding 64

member Irmin Schmidt recalled the inspiration for forming the band: 

I grew up in Berlin during the war in a country that was in 
ruins... The culture was in ruins. And that of course had a 
big influence on me. We wanted to do something which 
referred to our experience in a destroyed Germany in a 
devastated culture. And then came the year 68. In the late 
60s there was an atmosphere of [...] changing everything.  65

Schmidt and HolgerCzukay had both studied under the avant-garde 
composer Kalheinz Stockhausen. Michael Karoli was also a founding 
member, alongside former free jazz drummer JakiLiebezeit. Can's 
music thus combined many music styles with experimental electronic 
sounds. They also remixed their own music - something not yet 
widespread at that time. The sounds they created were very raw as they 
would record their music anywhere but in a studio so that 
environmental sounds became part of the song, Schmidt related that "it 
was the ambience which made the music."  66

Can, more than other Krautrock bands, rejected Germany's Nazi 
past. Czukay noted, "We never came off as particularly German,"  as 67

they focused more on international music, dabbling in Vietnamese, 
North American, and Flamenco music.  At the same time, they were not 
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rejecting their German identities, as they sought to create a new 
multicultural German identity. Alongside the sounds and styles of the 
music, this multiculturalism is especially apparent in their choice of 
lead singer. For their first two albums, African-American singer 
Malcolm Mooney lent his vocals to the band; and Japanese singer 
Damo Suzuki's vocals coloured their next three albums. Their first 
album, Monster Movie (1968), featured Mooney's improvised rhythm 68

and blues singing. Damo Suzuki describes himself as "a nomad in the 
21st century, traveler, hippie but not really hippie, metaphysical 
transporter, human being."  His lyrics mixed English, Japanese, and 69

invented languages that made him, as Schmidt described, an inventor of 
melodies."  Together, Can created innovative music in a multicultural 70

band.  

While Can distanced itself from the German past, Kraftwerk 
engaged more with it in creating forward looking electronic music. 
Kraftwerk, meaning 'power plant,' was formed in 1970 in Dusseldorf by 
two classical music students, Ralf Hütter and Florian Schneider. Like 
other Krautrockers, they sought to maintain independence and created 
their own recording studio known as the Kling Klang Studio. Former 
member Wolfgang Flur explained the main priority of the band: "we 
wanted to be so different from England and America."  The central 71

concept of the band, a technological vision of Germany, was cemented 
in their breakthrough album Autobahn in 1974. The song "Autobahn" 72

emulated driving on a German freeway, stimulating the sounds of 
getting into a car, starting the engine, and the car driving fast hearing 
the wind and engine.  The album ultimately made its way to number 5 
on the US Billboard Charts, and numerous interviews with the band 
members were published in US newspapers.  Kraftwerk worked to 73

focus on the themes of electricity and technology, yet the music was 
never harsh or cold. Hütter explained this focus on technology as 
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"Germany is a mechanical culture in general."  Moreover, as Hütter 74

explained in a 1977 interview: 

We have been accused of [being crazy] many times. But 
we want to portray the way today's life is really 
happening. You cannot pretend to live in the 19th century 
and go horseback riding in the mountains. I think the 
accusations against us are mainly brought up by people 
who just try to deny today's technological society and 
escape the whole thing.  75

Like other Krautrock bands therefore, Kraftwerk offered an alternative 
forward-looking existence for Germany, one that was rooted in 
technological innovations. The rhetoric for the band surrounded a 
"unity" with, and respect for machines and technology.  76

Kraftwerk's subsequent albums continued to explore the theme 
of technology and further dealt with the stereotype of the regimented 
mechanical German in an ironic fashion.  They cut their hair short and 77

wore elegant suits to differentiate themselves from other rock bands and 
to portray an austere German image. Their 1975 album entitled 
Radioactivity, while not as successful as Autobahn, attempted to deal 
with both the radio and radioactivity.  Their song "Radioactivity"  78 79

reflected the fears and concerns of the time towards nuclear technology. 
This song did gather some confusion however, as their usual positivity 
towards technology made many people wonder if they were regarding 
nuclear technology in a positive manner. Their next album Trans 
Europe Express (1977) was like their Autobahn album, but stimulated a 
train ride. Throughout these musical creations that focused on 
technology and innovation, Kraftwerk sang in German and maintained a 
German image. Some felt that their projection of a German identity 
actually contributed to international stereotypes and exoticised versions 
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of Germans.  Nevertheless, the intention of Kraftwerk was indeed to 80

maintain German roots while looking forward and embracing 
innovation as an alternate reality to Germany’s Nazi past. 

Youth in late 1960s to early 1970s Cold War West Germany 
were responding to the vexing issues left behind by the Second World 
War. The War completely devastated Germany, and in the process of 
being rebuilt, the youth observed and acted upon those entities from the 
past which they felt had not adequately been dealt with. Their own 
parents and grandparents were involved in a fascist regime which 
nobody would talk about. Studying the emergence of Krautrock has 
necessarily unearthed these popular sentiments of Cold War German 
youth which has helped shape modern Germany and move the nation 
forward. Emerging from different German cities, these musicians 
clearly saw the need to innovate and create an alternate reality for 
Germans. Amon Düül II's John Weinzierl stated that they were reacting 
to "a great friction between the old and the new."  By engaging with 81

German musical and artistic tradition and the widespread rock scene, 
Krautrockers formed their own identity: one that went beyond the 
German past and the international music scene.  
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“A Woman’s Place”:  
Preparing to Demobilize Women from the Workforce 

 Chelsea Lappin 

The Second World War brought colossal social transformations to Canada, which led 
to the abundance of opportunities for women in paid labour. These new opportunities, 
and the experiences of the women who took advantage of them , shaped women’ post 
war expectations. The Canadian Government did not embark upon this social 
transformation willingly; rather the need to maintain both massive industrial 
production, while also keeping a large part of the male workforce overseas left the 
government little choice but to seek out female labour in wartime industries. The 
government attempted to ensure that this transition was temporary through a carefully 
crafted propaganda campaign. Historiography on this subject differs, some like Ruth 
Roach Pierson and Jennifer Anne Stephen argue that the transition was indeed 
temporary and the government’s prejudicial policies and rampant gender stereotypes 
prevent any really advancement to be made in the post war period. However, other 
historians like Veronica Strong-Boag and Jeff Keshen have argued that the Second 
World War had a lasting impact on shaping women’s participation in the labour force. 
This paper attempts to bridge the gap in the historiography by arguing that despite the 
government’s gender stereotyping campaign, they were unable to convince women to 
return to the prewar status quo. As a result, the government, unable to escape from its 
own preconceptions and nostalgia, encouraged precisely that which it sought to avoid: 
a world in which women could live both publicly and privately, while still being proud 
women. 

!  

Let us talk about the good new days. 
The old days are not coming back for any of us.  1

Canada’s immediate post-war period saw a remarkable rise in 
the participation of women in the paid labour force. By the 1951 the 
trend was clear: women, especially married women, were entering the 
labour market in rising numbers.  In 1939, there were 638,000 2

employed women, by 1949 that number had risen to 1,099,000, and by 
1951 had risen again to 1,164,300.  These numbers would only continue 3
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to rise in the following decades. These trends were in large part a result 
of the colossal social transformation of the Second World War, which 
led to the abundance of opportunities for women in paid labour. These 
new opportunities, and the experiences of the women who took 
advantage of them, shaped women’s post-war expectations. The 
Canadian Government did not embark upon this transformation 
willingly; rather, the need to maintain both massive industrial 
production, while also keeping a large part of the male workforce 
overseas left the government little choice but to seek out female labour 
in wartime industries. The government attempted to ensure that this 
transition was temporary through a sustained propaganda campaign. 
However, this campaign failed, and its failure set the stage for a post-
war explosion in female employment. The National Selective Service 
(NSS) and the Wartime Information Board (WIB) launched the 
campaign in 1939. Between 1939 and 1943, with the outcome of the 
war still in doubt, the campaign largely focused on recruitment and 
increasing production.  By the end of 1943, industrial production had 4

peaked and the Canadian Government had become concerned with the 
prospect of demobilizing women from the workforce at the war’s end.  5

Consequently, the propaganda campaign shifted its focus, in service of 
two contradictory goals. The first was to reassure both men and women 
that female labour was compatible with the traditional understanding of 
femininity and womanhood. The second goal was to remind women that 
they were foremost women. By prioritizing domestic roles over labour 
and depicting work through a lens of traditional gender roles, 
bureaucrats believed that this would facilitate the re-integration of 
women into the home. Yet, this belief was predicated on the assumption 
that femininity was still understood by women in the same way that had 
been before the war. Faced with conflicting goals, the government 
sought to achieve both, yet in practice failed to achieve the second, as it 
could not understand how the war had changed women’s own 
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understanding of femininity. This paper attempts to bridge the gap in the 
historiography by arguing that despite the government’s gender 
stereotyping campaign, they were unable to convince women to return 
to the prewar status quo. The policy was unable to convince women that 
they could not both work and fill their societal obligations as a woman, 
as their experiences of women in the war had proven otherwise.   

 The historiography surrounding the employment of women in 
the paid labour force in the immediate post-war period is framed within 
a debate of whether or not the advancements of the Second World War 
were temporary or foundational. Ruth Roach Pierson argues that due to 
the pervasive nature of gender stereotypes and the discriminatory 
policies of the government, any advances made during the war did not 
extend into the post war period.  Where Pierson’s conclusions are 6

unsatisfactory due to her to take into account the very real 
advancements made in the years from 1948-1960. Pierson’s work 
focusses on the policy and perceptions of women’s labour writ large, 
without considering how women were agents during this time. This has 
been a traditional approach by women’s historians, and yet has recently 
become phased out in the historiography. Joan Sangster has recently 
offered an alternative view of the war’s role in facilitating 
advancements for women. She argues that the focus on the 
representations of women by the government and society have belied 
the reality of their experiences.  By studying women’s voices we can 7

begin to understand how women were able to maneuver around the 
government’s policy of domesticity and use their wartime experience as 
a foundation upon which they could build future opportunities. Jeff 
Keshen, while acknowledging the discriminatory practices by the 
government and society, contends that the Second World War had a 
lasting impact on shaping women’s participation in the paid labour force 
in the post-war period.  Keshen calls for a greater examination of 8
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women during the war to fully understand the war’s impact on shaping 
women’s labour. It is the intent of this paper to answer this call. 

 In order to understand what the government had attempted to 
achieve by its propaganda campaign to prepare for demobilization, we 
must first understand how femininity was understood within society in 
the period of leading up to the War. Femininity in the interwar period 
was mainly characterized in terms of morality and domesticity. The 
First World War disrupted the normalcy of family structures, but the 
depression solidified women's place within the home.  Society became 9

increasingly concerned over the perceived degradation of morality in 
young women. Concerns over pleasure seeking, sexualized, selfish 
youth led to a moral backlash as evidenced in magazines, newspapers, 
and journals.  Women’s moral laxity was often linked to societal 10

corruption, including drugs, prostitution, and racial fraternization.  For 11

their own and society’s safety, women were encouraged to follow a 
more chaste and moral lifestyle. Prior to the war, female employment 
was seen as an economic necessity of the lower class:  

The participation of women in the labour force became 
more acceptable in the post-suffrage period… but it was 
still policy based on separate spheres, and women in the 
labour force were expected to be single, to work in 
different jobs than men, and receive lower wages.  12

Women were regularly reminded that “no other work that a woman can 
do is as important to Canada as making a home and taking care of the 
children.”  Magazines and journals often depicted women who 13

struggled to be both housewives and paid workers, the lesson being that 
such a quest was futile, and that proper women would ultimately find 
happiness in the home. Prescriptive literature told women that it was 
immoral to take a job from a man when she had a more important role 
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to play at home.  The domesticity of women was instilled at a young 14

age through education. As the education system became more focused 
on training children for the adult roles, girls became enrolled in 
domestic sciences and household management.  The government 15

considered providing training to girls in school of utmost importance if 
their girls’ mothers were working. Alison Prentice indicates that the 
government was “implicitly accepting women’s increased participation 
in the workforce while simultaneously developing various rationales for 
domestic science training that reinforced traditional attitudes about 
women’s domestic roles.”  While there were increased opportunities to 16

work and to learn, this did not result in any greater shifts in women’s 
lives.  Instead, the job and educational opportunities led to “value 17

system that reasserted and redefined the female traits of femininity, 
domesticity, and dependence.”  The government would attempt to 18

reproduced these values the propaganda in the latter half of the war in 
preparation of demobilization. 

 Prior to the summer of 1940, wartime production was 
remarkably slow and the government was not terribly active in 
contracting Canadian industries.  However, following the Fall of 19

France, as Britain itself appeared in danger, the Canadian Government 
began to develop a total-war economy. Government contracts led to 
construction of new plants and the conversions of preexisting plants for 
war production. The development of this industry, combined with 
military recruitment, led to unprecedented pressure on the country’s 
human resources. With the need for manpower growing, the 
government soon turned to another type of power, womanpower, to fill 
the gap. The government’s effort to redirect men and women into key 
war industries was led by the National Selective Service (NSS) and the 
Department of Labour. The Wartime Information Board (WIB) led the 
propaganda campaign, which coordinated with other governmental 
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services and the National Film Board (NFB)  to produce 
advertisements, posters, demonstrations, journals, parades, and even 
fashion shows encouraging women to seek employment.  By 20

September 1942, NSS had indicated that 258, 538 women had 
registered to work, and another 23 000 had committed to part-time 
work.   21

 Despite this enthusiastic response, there were many challenges 
associated with mobilizing women for war, primarily the reorientation 
of femininity for wartime work. The government approached the 
recruitment of women with caution.  The initial goal of the propaganda 22

campaigns of the WIB and the NSS was focused on the recruitment of 
women into the war, yet it had to be done in such a way that did not 
undermine existing established gender roles. The portrayal of women 
had to strike a balance between industrial work and female behaviour, 
which were mutually exclusive according to mentalities of the time.  23

Women were presented as capable workers who did their duty, yet their 
femininity and womanhood was familiar. This type of campaign was 
important in reassuring society that work and womanhood were 
compatible and would not disrupt society. Propaganda sought to 
minimize the amount of changes in the social order required to facilitate 
women’s wartime work so that after the war things could rapidly change 
back to the prewar order.  What differed from the later campaign, was 24

the celebration of women as capable workers, although gendered, who 
were standing equal to men in their duty. Yet this approach would be in 
direct conflict with the government’s goal to convince women that they 
would have to return to the home after the war so they could fulfil their 
female obligations as wives and mothers. By the end of 1943, this 
celebration of women as shouldering the work equal with men 
disappeared from view, and instead the government focused on the way 
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that female labour was different due to the domestic and feminine 
nature of women. 

 In 1943, the Canadian Government became increasingly aware 
of women’s post war aspirations to work, yet it feared should women 
continuing to work after the war would result in social disruption and 
economic upheaval.  The government believed that women had joined 25

the war effort for patriotic duty, yet a survey taken by the NSS of 
Ontario women working in factories in 1943 indicated that women’s 
motivations were quite the contrary. The study indicated that 60% of 
married women had decided to work for the income, while another 32 
% had cited personal reasons, which varied from ambition to adventure, 
and only 9% of married women indicated they had opted to work out of 
patriotic duty.  Government officials, including Allan Peebles, director 26

of the Research and Statistical Branch at the Department of Labour, 
thought that post war work for women would lead to social disruption 
when male veterans returned, along with the possibility of higher 
unemployment rates.  With this in mind the government adopted two 27

principles that would guide post war reconstruction: stabilizing the 
household on the domestic front while ensuring a smooth transition into 
peacetime economy.  Government officials thought it was paramount 28

to begin mentally demobilizing women prior to the war’s end, and 
Peebles requested immediate action from the NSS as “it was better to 
make the problem go away […], while there was still time.”  Freuda 29

Eaton, who had been responsible for the mobilization of women into 
wartime work in the previous years, led the NSS’s Women Division and 
would be responsible for managing the expectations of women for post-
war work. A subcommittee of the NSS and the Department of Labour 
officials, Post War Problems of Women, was created to develop a plan 
that would convince women to withdraw from paid labour after the war. 
The subcommittee attempted to estimate how many women were likely 
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to withdraw from the workforce in the post war era, and how to level 
out this number to approximately pre-war levels.  Yet, the committee’s 30

understanding of marriage, womanhood, and domesticity derived from a 
prewar understanding of femininity, and would narrow the report’s 
understanding of full employment and the question of women’s work 
after the war.  Their final report indicated that although the women had 31

the right to work, as it was within the government’s ideals of liberal 
maternalism, these rights should not disturb the bedrock of 
domesticity.  As a result, the congratulations for women succeeding 32

into traditionally male roles, as seen in the previous propaganda 
campaigns were exchanged for encouragement for women to return to 
hearth and home.  NSS staff were encouraged by Eaton, to “change the 33

attitude of mind represented in the words: ‘I want to get a postwar job.’ 
or ‘I am tired of making munitions’, ” in other words the NSS attempted 
to continue women to work while encouraging them to return home 
after the war.  According to Dorise Nielsen, a CFF member in 34

Saskatchewan, stated the feeling among government officials was : 
“Well, girls, you have don’t a nice job; you looked very cute in your 
overalls and we appreciate what you have done for us; but just run 
along; go home; we can get along without you very easily.”  To bridge 35

the gap between domesticity and war work, the government attempted 
to militarize home life while domesticating war work. The government 
used the conventional understand of women to achieve their goals. In 
order to ensure this plan was successful the government attempted to 
restore prewar characterizations of femininity in their propaganda 
campaigns by asserting women remained attractive despite war work 
and could still have a social life. They also domesticated much of 
women’s work to fit into their specific conception of womanhood. This 
was often characterized by a feeling of nostalgia and a yearning for 
prewar womanhood.  Women above all else depicted as mothers and 36

wives, with their function as wartime workers presented as a secondary 
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occupation. The government began depicting women in a more and 
more domestic setting, linking that setting with her duty. Ultimately the 
maternal and domestic obligations of women had to be safeguarded 
against any inclinations towards postwar employment. From 1943 to 
1945 it was gender, not labour, which was prioritized in government 
propaganda. 

 From radio, reference books, posters, pamphlets, and film, the 
propaganda produced by the WIB made its way into society’s 
consciousness through many channels. These documents are key 
sources for both government motives and women’s understandings of 
their wartime experiences. The propaganda campaign attempted to 
convince women that they should retreat into the home in the post war 
period by employing various reproductions of prewar understandings of 
femininity and womanhood. The first was asserting that while war work 
was important, it was of the utmost importance that women remain 
attractive. This ensured that a women’s femininity, and consequently her 
attractiveness to men, was of more importance than her war work.  The 37

second was to remind women of the prewar conventions of womanhood 
and femininity, and so evoke nostalgia for pre-war peace and 
domesticity.  Third the government sought to depict women primarily 38

as mothers and wives, with such obligations coming before any status as 
a worker. The final platitude was that a women’s true place, and her true 
duty, was in the home. The following section of this paper will look at 
what the government produced for women to encourage them to 
withdraw from the workforce and return to the home. Each source 
demonstrates how the government employed traditional understandings 
of femininity, womanhood, and gender roles to convince women that 
they should return to their domestic sphere. The expectation that women 
would continue to focus on this understanding of womanhood and 
femininity shows a misstep by the government in attempting to prepare 
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for mobilization.  As this paper will discuss later, these images would 39

also serve as visualizations of how women understood femininity, a new 
femininity the included post war work.  

 The propaganda produced in the latter half of the war attempted 
to reorient the focus of women at work not on their capability, but on 
their attractiveness. Attractiveness was vital to the understanding of 
femininity, as femininity ultimately was measured by a woman’s 
attractiveness to men.  As a result, women were increasingly depicted 40

as glamourized and sexualized beings in the imaging of women at work. 
Perhaps the most famous Canadian example of the glamourized war 
worker is Veronica Foster, a munitions worker in Toronto. Countless 
counterparts to the American ‘Rosie the Riveter’ were produced during 
the Second World War amongst the Allies. For Canada, it was Ronnie 
‘the Bren Gun Girl’ Foster who captured the image of the ideal war 
worker. In the series photos of Veronica Foster, Foster is depicted as a 
hyper feminine woman both within the factory and outside of work. 
(Appendix A)    In the most prolific photo of Veronica Foster (Figure 41

A.1) she is presented in a typical pinup girl position, provocatively 
holding a Bren Gun while exhaling cigarette smoke and offering the 
camera a sultry look. The sexualization of women, particularly in the 
setting of the factory, served to remind women that while work was 
important it was more important to look as attractive as possible.  By 42

depicting Foster as an ideal to whom all women should aspire to 
emulate, particularly her embodiment of attractiveness and sexuality, 
the government attempted to reinforce the appropriate notions of 
subordination of women to men.  

In addition to a sexualization of factory workers, the Veronica 
Foster series also focuses on a woman’s greater duty to traditional 
feminine roles. In the remainder of the series very few shots focus on 
Foster in the factory, instead they focus on Foster’s life outside of work. 
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Foster became the idealized middle-class woman, one who was 
fulfilling her patriotic duty, but more importantly continued to fulfill her 
traditionally female duties.  More often than not, Foster is dressed in 43

luxurious clothes and out socializing or dancing (Figures A.4, A.5, A.6, 
and A.7). The government’s attempt to have women reorient themselves 
to focus on a life outside leads to the series’s focus on Foster’s social 
life. The Veronica Foster series is more of a tribute to her continued 
effort to fulfil her female role despite the war work than it is her to work 
contribution. These photographic renderings of Foster provide a telling 
record of attitudes towards female munition workers. The focus on the 
need to remain attractive and to fulfil their feminine roles outside of 
work would mean, the government hoped, that women’s priorities after 
the war would be domestic and traditional. 

In September 1943, the Canada at War journal published an 
issue focusing on women at war (Appendix B).  Along with reinforcing 44

of the need attractiveness, “Women at War” combined the emotionally 
loaded language which would reinforce women’s roles as domestic 
beings with an ever-present prewar nostalgia. The journal’s 
domestication of the work by women was intended to remind women 
that their ability to work was built by their domestic skill more than any 
new or unfeminine skill gained from the war.  The captions for photos 45

of war work often drew analogies to domesticated work like slicing a 
loaf of bread or baking cookies (Figure B.1). By domesticating war 
work, the government had hoped to create a bridge that would allow for 
an easy transition from war work to the home after the war.  Philomena 46

Goodman indicates that by domesticating labour, the government was 
also able to also indicate that women’s labour required minimal training 
and was temporary until women could actual return home and slice 
bread instead of steel.  Government officials believed that women were 47

tired of work and wanted to return home for a “little holiday.”  The 48
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NSS coined the term “war weariness” in many of its publications, in 
order to evoke a longing for peace and a return to a pre-war peace.  49

This war weariness was often coupled with nostalgia for pre-war 
feminine duties. By evoking wistfulness for pre-war peaceful days, the 
government had hoped to evoke a similar wistfulness for the pre-war 
domestication of women. A Westinghouse of Canada advertisement 
found within the journal (Figure B.2), depicts a young boy writing to his 
mother a decade after the war. He expresses both his pride and shock to 
discover that his mother had worked in a factory to contribute to the war 
effort.  As the boy is writing 1955, there is an assumption here that this 50

mother had returned to the home to focus on child rearing as she was 
almost unrecognizable in the setting of war work. The text of the ad 
speaks to “Tomorrow’s Yesterdays”, evoking a pre-war nostalgia and 
yearning for that to be the post-wars reality: “Tomorrow will bring new 
responsibilities and opportunities, to all whether we are fighting or 
working or serving in other wars, NOW, as we strive for victory we 
must also plan for peace.”  This plan, as depicted by the young boy’s 51

letter, would be one of parenting and domestic duties away from the 
workplace. A closer reading of “Women at War” and its visualization of 
women is an instructive example of government attempts to position 
women’s work as domestic in nature, and the government’s attempts to 
evoke a future which resembled the past.  52

Shortly after the publication of “Women at War,” the National 
Film Board on behalf of the WIB produced another photo series, this 
time focusing on the role of women as mothers and wives. The Mrs. 
Jack Wright photo series (Appendix C) portrays a woman war worker 
never named but as ‘Jack Wright’s wife’.  This photo series again 53

places the focus on Mrs. Jack Wright’s role as a parent and caregiver 
before her participation in the war effort as a munitions worker. The 
series illustrates a “day in the life” of Mrs. Jack Wright. The photos 
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follow Mrs. Jack Wright serving breakfast for her two sons (Figure C.1) 
they then go on to spend the day together (Figure C.2 and Figure C.3) 
while she runs her errands. Once Mrs. Jack Wright has filled her 
obligations to her family, she then says good bye to her children and 
goes to work. (Figure C.4 and Figure C.5) A woman’s responsibility to 
family and home is prioritized in this series over her participation in the 
labour force. It is only once she has tended to her sons and completed 
her house work is she able to go to work part time. Mrs. Jack Wright, 
never pictured working in the factory in the series, arrives home to tuck 
her children into bed and read them a story (Figure C.6). This series 
responded to contemporary concern in the House of Commons that 
work and post war work would lead to women neglecting their child’s 
welfare.  The Mrs. Jack Wright series served to assert that women 54

would always be first and foremost mothers and wives. According to 
Ruth Roach Pierson the calculated visualization of women as primarily 
mothers and wives ensured that women were still women, and as a 
result they would continue to be women would keep their focus on child 
rearing after the war.   55

  In 1945, the Wartime Information Board would produce a 
propaganda poster titled “She’s in there fighting too” for their Eighth 
Victory Campaign, see Appendix D. War posters were created to evoke 
emotions using a combination of text and imagery.  The WIB created 56

this poster to associate the feeling of duty and honour to a woman’s role 
at home. Women are  are fighting and participating too, yet she is 
depicted as participating at home. She is depicted washing the dishes 
with her young daughters reminiscent of the pre-war focus of women on 
keeping a clean house (Appendix D). Yet the accompanying text evokes 
a different  emotion: “YES, she’s in there … all five feet, five inches of 
her... fighting courageously – tenaciously – resourcefully.” The strong 
message of women fighting, again illustrates how the government had 
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attempted to reorient women’s fight in the home. According to Maureen 
Honey, the design of these posters was developed out of the prewar 
story of women and they were “profoundly influenced by government 
perceptions of women workers as temporary industrial labourers whose 
family role was primary.”  Propaganda had encouraged women to be 57

conscientious about their domestic work and household duties despite 
having other obligations during the war too. 

 Such propaganda was intended to instil in women a sense of 
patriotic duty, while simultaneously endorsing conventional gender 
roles that would encourage women to return to the domestic sphere in 
the post war period. Ruth Roach Pierson states that through the attitudes 
of the government and the subsequent propaganda meant the 
advancement of women during the war was solely temporary. Yet the 
reality of the post war period indicates that advancements were not as 
temporary as she seems to believe. By September 1945, nearly 80 000 
women were laid off from war factories and industries, and the 
percentage of women in the workforce dropped from 31.4% in 1945 to 
22.7% by 1946.  However, this depopulation of the workforce was not 58

limited to women; the rate of male participation in the workforce was 
also decreasing immediately after the war as the government had begun 
to demobilize the wartime industries.  By 1947, women’s participation 59

in the labour force had hit its lowest point. In 1948 and onward female 
participation in the work force would continue to rise (Figure E.1). 
According to Veronica Strong-Boag, the trend was clear: women, 
especially married women, were entering the labour market in rising 
numbers.  Throughout the 1950s the number of married women 60

entering the workforce was steadily increased, despite the forceful 
message from the government and society that a married woman’s place 
is within the home (Figure E.2). The increased participation of women 
made it clear that the propaganda was unsuccessful in convincing 
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women to return to the home.  To understand why this is, we must 61

understand how women interacted with the propaganda and the spirit in 
which it was internalized. Though it intended to convince women that 
they should go back to the home, the imagery of the propaganda 
campaign was instead used by women as powerful emblem of wartime 
achievements, and as a rallying cry for resistance to the very narratives 
the government sought to propagate.  

 The understanding of gender was only one of the many landscapes 
that had been greatly changed through the course of the Second World 
War. Women’s experiences during the war were fundamental in creating 
a new understanding of femininity in the postwar period. Many women 
had gone to work, not out of patriotic duty, but for an income. As 
discussed earlier, only 9% of women had cited patriotic duty as the 
reason for participating in war work. Norma Lavery, a young Ontarian 
women working for the first time, describes her motivation to this 
effect: “I was young, alone, and afraid. My husband was fighting 
overseas, and so to make ends meet, I took a job at Tip Top Tailors in 
Toronto making uniforms for Canadian Soldiers…. A sense of patriotic 
duty? Well I guess so, but my main concern was to put food on my 
table.”  Additionally, the vast majority of these women’s husbands had 62

not enlisted, clearly illustrating that these women would not have 
understood themselves as temporarily holding their husbands’ jobs 
while they served overseas.  This reality, in which women worked 63

primarily for the money, differed greatly from the idealized war workers 
of the propaganda poster, who worked for their patriotic duty until their 
husband returned home from the fight.  When women who worked 64

during the war spoke of their experiences, in diaries, memoirs, oral 
histories, etc. they described new opportunities and ambitions. Many 
women considered the war to be an education and broadening of 
horizons: “It was a whole education for me […] it was a tremendous 
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thing to earn your own money. We were buying back our self-respect. I 
didn’t mind how dirty, how filthy it was, it was just great. It was a 
release from a marriage that was no good.”  It was an experience that 65

had liberated women, allowing them to grow more independent and 
autonomous. Consequently, the war had fundamentally changed how 
women looked at themselves and the world around them. “The war 
killed all this servant business, being a maid, and I think it did a lot to 
finish off that a women’s place and her only place was in the home… 
The war and working plants so changed me I became an entirely 
different person.”  These changes in women would affect how they 66

internalized the propaganda produced by the government.  

Instead of seeing a woman’s sole duty was to her husband and 
children, the confidence and strength with which women were 
empowered offered another reading of the images of women produced 
by the government.  Norma Walmsley, who had entered the paid labour 67

force during the war, described the war as opening “pandora’s box” as 
“women had proved their ability in many fields and now knew they had 
choices.”  Women believed they had proven themselves and were 68

ready to shoulder greater responsibilities in the post war period. 
According to Jeff Keshen, with “this image of enhanced confidence and 
aspirations of numerous women, and one might reasonably assume that 
it helped soften attitudes of many citizens towards the presence and 
rights of women in the workplace.”  In other words, the government 69

attempt to frame women’s work to domestic terms, which had been 
intended to facilitate an easier return to the domestic sphere, instead 
contributed to the narrative used by women that they could both work 
and uphold society’s expectations, without having to choose one or the 
other. Women could now imagine a world in which they were not 
limited to domestic life, and domestic thoughts: “I don't have to be a 
housewife. I want my own freedom, now, because I’ve proved that I’m 
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as smart as any other person… So if people did marry, they had a 
different outlook, because they were different women than they had 
been before the war.”  Government officials believed by painting 70

women at work as mothers and wives it would be easier to transition 
women back into the work force.  Conversely, the focus on maternal 71

workers meant that for the first time, wives and mother were being 
celebrated for working while also being a dedicated mother and wife. 
Women did not, in the event, have the nostalgia for the prewar norms 
that the government desperately wished them to have. Women 
remembered their lives before the war, the poverty and their restriction, 
and instead sought a new reality: “Let us talk about the good new days. 
The old days are not coming back for any of us. Full employment, not 
depression and unemployment, is our new hope and aim.”  Unlike in 72

the pre-war period where women were told to choose between marriage, 
motherhood and work, the idea that women could be both emerged, and 
was internalized by a generation of wartime workers. Thus, women 
coming out of the war realized that they could participate in both public 
and private spheres, and felt justified in doing so. 

The government, unable to escape from its own preconceptions and 
nostalgia, encouraged precisely that which it sought to avoid: a world in 
which women could live both publicly and privately, while still being 
proud women. The government’s aim was to first fight the war and then, 
after the war was won, secure a peaceful withdrawal of women from the 
work force.  While, the government had certainly succeeded in its first 73

objective, it failed to achieve the second. For government officials, 
women “pink slips in hand, were all of a mind to enjoy a good 
holiday.”  Because they believed that women already secretly wanted 74

to return home, despite the results of their own surveys, they failed to 
foresee how women would interpret government propaganda. For the 
first time, prescriptive literature empowered women to work and still 
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told them that they were primarily women. Women, in their own voices, 
and on their own initiative, alternately worked with or against the 
system to achieve their goals. By examining the intent of the 
government as well as the reaction of women to these propaganda 
campaigns we can see a connection between what the literature 
expected of women, as examined by Ruth Roach Pierson, and what the 
in fact occurred, as examined by Jeff Keshen or Joan Sangster. While 
women were subject to discriminatory practices, derived from gender 
based power imbalances, they could often effectively maneuver, and 
even excel, despite these oppressive conditions. 
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APPENDICES: 

Appendix A: Veronica Foster Photo Series, National Film Board. 
Toronto, Ontario. 

Figure A.1: Veronica Foster, an employee of the John Inglis Co. Ltd. 
Bren gun plant, known as "The Bren Gun Girl" poses with a finished 
Bren gun at the John Inglis Co. plant.   
 

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 164. Item No. WRM 768.  “Veronica Foster, an employee of the 
John Inglis Co. Ltd. Bren gun plant, known as "The Bren Gun Girl" 
poses with a finished Bren gun at the John Inglis Co. plant.” National 
Film Board of Canada, Still Photography Division. Photographer 
Unknown. Toronto, Ontario.  
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Figure A.2: Veronica Foster, an employee of John Inglis Co., known as 
"The Bren Gun Girl", inspects a lathe at the John Inglis Co. Bren gun 
plant.  

 
Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 164. Item No. WRM 774.  “Veronica Foster, an employee of 
John Inglis Co., known as "The Bren Gun Girl", inspects a lathe at the 
John Inglis Co. Bren gun plant.” National Film Board of Canada, Still 
Photography Division. Photographer Unknown. Toronto, Ontario. 
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Figure A.3: Veronica Foster, employee of the John Inglis Co. and 
known as "The Bren Gun Girl" poses for photograph for John Inglis Co. 
Bren gun plant records and gate pass. Women are photographed in 
stockinged feet. 

 

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 164. Item No. WRM 789.  “Veronica Foster, employee of the 
John Inglis Co. and known as "The Bren Gun Girl" poses for 
photograph for John Inglis Co. Bren gun plant records and gate pass. 
Women are photographed in stockinged feet.” National Film Board of 
Canada, Still Photography Division. Photographer Unknown. Toronto, 
Ontario.  
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Figure A.4: Veronica (Ronnie) Foster, employee of the John Inglis Co. 
and known as "The Bren Gun Girl" having a beer at the Glen Eagle 
Country Club. 

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 164. Item No. WRM 814.  “Veronica (Ronnie) Foster, employee 
of the John Inglis Co. and known as "The Bren Gun Girl" having a 
beer at the Glen Eagle Country Club.” National Film Board of 
Canada, Still Photography Division. Photographer Unknown. Toronto, 
Ontario.
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Figure A.5: Veronica Foster, an employee of John Inglis Co. Ltd. 
known as "The Bren Gun Girl", preparing to go to a party at the Glen 
Eagle Country Club. 

 

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 164. Item No. WRM 787.  “Veronica Foster, an employee of 
John Inglis Co. Ltd. known as "The Bren Gun Girl", preparing to go to 
a party at the Glen Eagle Country Club.” National Film Board of 
Canada, Still Photography Division. Photographer Unknown. Toronto, 
Ontario. 
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Figure A.6: Veronica Foster, an employee of John Inglis Co. Ltd. 
known as "The Bren Gun Girl", preparing to go to a party at the Glen 
Eagle Country Club. 
 

  
Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 164. Item No. WRM 817.  “Veronica Foster, an employee of 
John Inglis Co. Ltd. known as "The Bren Gun Girl", jitterbugging 
with plant foreman Bill Ward during a party at the Glen Eagle Country 
Club.” National Film Board of Canada, Still Photography Division. 
Photographer Unknown. Toronto, Ontario. 
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Figure A.7: Veronica Foster, employee of the John Inglis Co., and 
known as "The Bren Gun Girl" poses at the Glen Eagle Country club.  

 

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 164. Item No. WRM 809.  “Veronica Foster, employee of the 
John Inglis Co., and known as "The Bren Gun Girl" poses at the Glen 
Eagle Country club.” National Film Board of Canada, Still 
Photography Division. Photographer Unknown. Toronto, Ontario. 
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Appendix B: Canadians at War “Women at War” issue, 1943. 

Figure B.1: Young Munitions Worker in Women at War by the Wartime 
Information Board, 1943 

Caption: “The young lady… appears to be preparing a batch of cookies, 
but actually she is laying out igniter caps for smoke cartridges.” 

 

Source: Young Munitions Worker in Women at War by the Wartime 
Information Board, 1943. 
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Figure B.2: “Tomorrow’s Yesterdays” Westinghouse of Canada ad in 
“Women at War”. 

Source: Westinghouse of Canada in “Tomorrow’s Yesterdays” in 
Women at War by the Wartime Information Board, 1943. 
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Appendix C: Mrs. Jack White Photo Series, National Film Board. 

Figure C.1: “Mrs. Jack Wright and her sons Ralph and David eating 
breakfast at the table.”  

 

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 165. Item No. WRM 3854. “Mrs. Jack Wright and her sons Ralph 
and David eating breakfast at the table.” National Film Board of 
Canada, Still Photography Division. Photographer Unknown. Toronto, 
Ontario. 
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Figure C.2: Mrs. Jack Wright and her two sons Ralph Wright and 
David Wright assist her with her shopping. 

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 165. Item No. WRM 3851.  “Mrs. Jack Wright and her two sons 
Ralph Wright and David Wright assist her with her shopping.” 
National Film Board of Canada, Still Photography Division. 
Photographer Unknown. Toronto, Ontario. 
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Figure C.3: Mrs. Jack Wright and her two sons Ralph and David visit 
with a neighbour in the front of their house.  

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 165. Item No. WRM 3846.  “Mrs. Jack Wright and her two sons 
Ralph and David visit with a neighbour in the front of their house.” 
National Film Board of Canada, Still Photography Division. 
Photographer Unknown. Toronto, Ontario.  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Figure C.4: A Canadian mother, Mrs. Jack Wright says goodbye to her 
two sons Ralph Wright and David Wright whom she leaves at a Day 
Nursery while she works at a part-time job.   

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 165. Item No. WRM 3830.  “A Canadian mother, Mrs. Jack 
Wright says goodbye to her two sons Ralph Wright and David Wright 
whom she leaves at a Day Nursery while she works at a part-time 
job.” National Film Board of Canada, Still Photography Division. 
Photographer Unknown. Toronto, Ontario. 
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Figure C.5: Mrs. Jack Wright boards a bus on her way to work at a 
munitions factory.  

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 165. Item No. WRM 3850.  “Mrs. Jack Wright boards a bus on 
her way to work at a munitions factory.” National Film Board of 
Canada, Still Photography Division. Photographer Unknown. Toronto, 
Ontario. 
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Figure C.6: Mrs. Jack Wright reads her two sons Ralph and David a 
bed-time story.  

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), R1196-14-7-E. Box 
RV4 165. Item No. WRM 3853.  “Mrs. Jack Wright and her two sons 
Ralph Wright and David Wright assist her with her shopping.” 
National Film Board of Canada, Still Photography Division. 
Photographer Unknown. Toronto, Ontario. 
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Appendix D: She's in There Fighting, Too :  eight victory loan drive. 
 

Source: Library and Archives Canada (LAC), Box. 2000778575 Item 
no. assigned by LAC 865.  “She's in There Fighting, Too :  eight 
victory loan drive.” Wartime Information Board on behalf of National 
War Finance Committee. Artist Unknown. 1945. 
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Appendix E: Female Participation in Workforce in the Post War Era 

Figure E.1: Female no institutional labour force, 1939-1950 

Source: KAH Buckley and MC Urquhart, Historical Statistics of Canada (Toronto: 
Macmillain, 1965), 62. 

Figure E.2: Female no institutional labour force, 1939-1950 

Source:  Byron Spencer and Dennis Featherstone, Married Female Labour Force 
Participation: A Micro Study (Ottawa: Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 1970): 12.  

Year Total Labour Force 

1939 873,000

1940 911,000 

1941 958,000

1942 1,070,000

1943 1,355,000

1944 1,387,000

1945 1,394,000

1946 1,089,000

1947 1,069,000

1948 1,074,000

1949 1,099,000

1950 1,112,000

1951 1,164,000

Year Married Single Other Total Married Women as % of Total 
Women in Labour Force.

1941 4.5 47.2 17.3 20.3 12.7

1951 11.2 58.3 19.3 24.1 30.0

1961 22.0 54.1 22.9 29.5 49.8
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Written in the Tsars: 
The Legitimacy of Tsardom in Sixteenth Century Muscovy 

  
Adriana Wizniewska 

This article examines the cultural and ideological basis for the emergence of tsardom 
in Muscovite Russia, as well as how this ideology functioned to both legitimize and 
limit the tsar’s power. Through a multifaceted ideology of rule, Muscovite tsardom 
reflected the family and household, as well as the divine hierarchy of Orthodox 
Christianity. Treating the sixteenth century household management book Domostroi as 
an allegory for state power and an expression of Muscovite culture shows how tsarist 
ideology functioned within the complicated world of Muscovite politics by 
naturalizing the state as an extension of both the ideal family and divine power. 
Because the tsar’s legitimacy was ultimately derived from God, his power was nearly 
unquestionable, unless he failed to meet the obligations of an ideal Christian monarch. 
In this way, the same ideology that conceived the tsar as all-powerful could be used to 
justify cases of rebellion in which the tsar’s behaviour conflicted with what was 
expected of him. Revealing the complexity of this power structure will hopefully 
destabilize some of the myths about Russian rule, perhaps best exemplified in the 
misconceptions surrounding figures like Ivan the Terrible, which are often used to 
explain Russia’s alleged history of autocracy and authoritarianism.   
!  

 The early modern period in Russian history saw the Rus’ 
principality of Moscow rise into the centralized state of Muscovy. As 
Muscovy gained power and territory, it began to establish an ideological 
centre of power embodied in the figure of the tsar. This ideological 
integration peaked during the reign of Ivan IV (the Terrible) from 1533 
to 1584 when the symbols of rule flourished, from the title of Tsar to 
coronation ceremonies, rituals, and iconography. The Domostroi 
(meaning “house order”), whose exact author is unknown, was also 
produced around this time, most likely in the 1550s.  While not 1

explicitly ideological, it was a handbook for household behaviour that 
prescribed the ideal way to live in the areas of religious instruction, 
household management, and family life. The Domostroi likely was not 

!106



Clio 2015-2016

an accurate reflection of the typical Muscovite family, but it was 
nevertheless a product of its culture. Because it represented an ideal, the 
Domostroi advanced its culture’s ideologies, that is, the processes and 
institutions that reproduce a particular social structure.  This essay 2

explores how Muscovite ideology contributed to a paternalistic mode of 
rule that increasingly gave power to the tsar and examines the 
ideological consequences of such power. As reflected in the Domostroi, 
the ideology of tsardom used the ideals of family, household, and 
religion to not only legitimize and maintain the tsar’s power, but also 
limit how he could exercise it.  

Because the Domostroi prescribed ideal behaviour for the 
privileged middle groups of society, it reflects the dominant values of 
the culture that produced it. Like most aspects of society at the time, 
secular family life in Muscovy was highly patriarchal. The father ruled 
his household and was entitled to complete obedience from his wife, 
children, and servants. If they disobeyed him, a husband was justified in 
using force, expected to “punish his wife … then forgive her and 
remonstrate with her” and to “discipline servants and children the same 
way.”  Even the implicit assumptions of the document reflect the 3

privilege of the patriarch in the family and in society. The Domostroi 
assumes the reader is an Orthodox male at the head of a large 
household. The preface, for instance, directly addresses the reader, 
stating that “he” will find “discourse of secular life, how Orthodox 
Christians should conduct themselves in the world and with their wives, 
children, and servants.”  The book’s content, structure, and language all 4

reflect a male point of view that presumes the superiority of the man at 
the head of the household. While actual families might not have been so 
rigid across Muscovy’s diverse society, the values implicit in the 
Domostroi represent a pervasive ideology that elevated the status of 
men in positions of power.  
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On the surface, the Domostroi was a handbook for household 
management, but ideologically it perpetuated a state structure in which 
the tsar was framed as a father keeping order over his children and 
household. Paternalism was entrenched in the Muscovite state. As 
Valerie Kivelson notes, “source materials consistently indicate that a 
tsar should rule over his people as a shepherd over his flock, as a stern 
yet beneficent father.”  Even if the Domostroi did not represent actual 5

family life, the image of its ideal family serves as a natural allegory for 
the state. In the Domostroi, the word gosudar refers to the “sovereign” 
of the household, but it was also a common appellation for the Grand 
Prince or Tsar, used even in official chronicles at the time.  The family 6

structure espoused by the Domostroi gave all the power to the father, 
and thus symbolically to the tsar. Unlike other symbols that shaped 
ideology, family was a cultural institution that everyone in Muscovite 
society could understand and internalize.  

Muscovite families were not only patriarchal, but also followed 
a hierarchical model of life. The Domostroi advises its readers to be 
“obedient and submissive to your superiors, loving to your equals, 
welcoming and kind to inferiors and the poor.”  By locating the reader 7

within a structured hierarchy with implied roles, values, and varying 
levels of power, the Domostroi encouraged a social structure that kept 
people in service to the tsar. V.V. Kolesov states that “the basic function 
of the family was … embodying the state in all its manifestations. 
Unconditional obedience to one’s superiors constituted service to the 
state.”  By asserting a hierarchical relationship within the household, 8

the Domostroi promoted a system dependent on upward social 
maneuvering, which reaffirmed the necessity of social stratification. 
The ideal household followed a strict hierarchy dominated by the father, 
who gained his power by subordinating his dependents through 
discipline, punishment, and nurturance. Therefore, the Domostroi 
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family allegorically replicated the state, perpetuating a system that 
privileged those already at the top of society.  

The patriarch’s elevation within the family closely paralleled the 
elevation of the tsar in ideology. For example, the rhetoric used in 
formal addresses and petitions had people refer to themselves as the 
tsar’s “slaves” and “orphans,” reinforcing the idea of the tsar as a 
paternal autocratic ruler.  This custom was a way for lesser members of 9

society to humble themselves in front of the tsar, but it also legitimized 
his superior position. Marshall Poe asserts that this discursive practice 
remained symbolic, but “elevated the status” of the tsar and contributed 
to a notion of absolutism that helped maintain cohesion among the 
political elite.  Language, however, constitutes thought, and its values 10

are only inscribed through social convention.  Thus, symbolism and 11

abstract language both represent ideas and shape them. Even if people 
were not literal slaves of the tsar, such language reflects a value system 
that gave the tsar legitimate power.  

By tying together the three realms of family, household, and 
religion, the Domostroi reinforced the naturalness and necessity of 
hierarchical relationships within the household, the state, and in relation 
to God. The Domostroi declares that just as “a father who loves his 
children saves them with sorrow and leads them to salvation by 
chastening them, God punishes us for our multitude of sins.”  Thus, the 12

household was not only an allegory for the state, but also an allegory for 
divine power and justice. The tsar emulated the father of the house, who 
in turn emulated God the Father. All three represented the same 
ideology of power, which was central to Muscovy’s functioning as a 
state.  

Muscovite state-building worked by the same logic that ruled 
the household. Edward Keenan argues that the political culture of 
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Muscovy was built on “the politics of kinship,” wherein elites relied on 
marriage and dynastic ties to position themselves closer to the tsar.  He 13

effectively demonstrates the importance of family dynamics and 
council, a virtue that was highly valued in the rulers of Muscovy. 
Keenan, however, does not sufficiently explore how institutions like the 
mestnichestvo and the pomest’e system promoted the sole authority of 
the tsar by keeping boyars and service gentry in competition with one 
another.  This division helped keep them subordinated to the tsar, who 14

became the primary source of power at the centre of the whole system, 
so that it necessarily emanated from the top. Because this system was so 
dependent on family relationships, it was consistent with the ideology 
of paternalism that made such socio-political structures seem natural 
and necessary. 

While Keenan rightly points toward an explanation of state 
power that reflects the importance of dynastic tradition and kinship 
networks, he also argues that the Church had “little formative impact 
upon Russian political behavior.”  But in a medieval and early modern 15

context, the importance of religion cannot be overstated. Spiritual belief 
played a part in nearly every aspect of life. In the Russian context, 
religion was especially bound up in politics due to historical 
developments particular to Russia, including the Mongol conquest and 
the political-geographical circumstances that fostered an insular Russian 
Orthodoxy. We can see the traces of this religious influence even within 
the mundane family instruction of the Domostroi. For instance, the 
model of discipline favoured by the handbook is one in which the father 
punishes with force, but not “in hatred,” followed by mercy and 
forgiveness.  This model is reminiscent of how Muscovite rulers 16

maintained social cohesion, which in itself was based on divine 
punishment.  The tsar, like God, was capable of both violent retribution 17

and an infinite capacity for mercy. A tsar could get away with these 
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extremes because it reinforced his position as God’s representative on 
earth. Hence, religion did not just frame the political and social 
structures of Muscovy, but actually formed the basis of their authority. 

The religious framework of tsardom acted as a unifying force 
because the Orthodox Church was one of the few cultural institutions 
that was common across Muscovy’s expansive territory, and “its 
teachings legitimized the secular government as appointed by God.”  18

The church was therefore a crucial source of power for the state because 
it appealed to all of the tsar’s subjects. Furthermore, Boris Uspenskij 
notes that “from this association of the tsar’s power with God’s it is 
concluded that the tsar’s power is not autonomous but God-given and 
therefore must be subordinated to God’s moral law.”  Everything had 19

to fit God’s moral order, down to the arrangement of furniture in one’s 
house. Hence, the Domostroi includes domestic instruction on 
everything from arranging utensils to distilling vodka to managing 
stables. By focusing on intricate details of daily life, the Domostroi 
brings moral instruction down to the level of the family, positioning the 
household as the main normative institution of society.  Even the most 20

mundane elements of life needed to replicate divine order to emulate a 
truly faithful Christian life. Because this idea resonated beyond the 
household into the political and social order, the material conditions of 
Muscovite society were bound up in God and therefore near impossible 
to change as long as belief remained such a powerful force in society. 

In addition to its implicit and unconscious ideology, the 
Domostroi contains a section specifically on how to honour the tsar. 
This section explicitly enforces the idea of the tsar as all-powerful and 
divinely ordained by telling the reader to “Fear the tsar and serve him 
faithfully…tell him the truth, deferentially, as though you spoke to God 
himself.”  Keeping in line with the ideology of divine right, the tsar 21

received his power directly from God. The monarch was seen as God’s 
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representative on earth and therefore simultaneously embodied human 
and divine authority. As the Domostroi says: “If you serve the earthly 
king righteously and fear him, you will learn to fear the Heavenly King 
also. This ruler is temporary, but the heavenly one is eternal.”  The 22

relationship between the “earthly king” and the “Heavenly King” was 
especially pronounced in Russia, in which a sacred understanding of 
power gave special authority to the Ideal Tsar while preserving the 
ordinary nature of the bodily tsar. Divine right was not unique to 
Muscovy, but it was a crucial part of the tsar’s legitimacy because of the 
particular processes of Muscovite state building.   

The sacralization of the tsar was directly tied to legitimacy in 
Muscovy. Monarchical “charisma itself was ascribed to the status of the 
monarch, to his functions rather than to his natural qualities.”  Because 23

the tsar’s power lay outside of himself, it arbitrarily relied on an abstract 
belief in the authority of God. Hence, Muscovy experienced an 
inordinate number of false tsars claiming to be legitimate heirs to the 
throne after the Rurikid dynasty died out. Uspenskij argues that the 
phenomenon of pretendership was “a fully natural and logically 
justified consequence of the sacralization of the tsar’s power,” because 
Russia’s monarchical ideology fostered the belief that “the only one 
who can judge who the genuine tsar is is not a person, but God.”  24

Paradoxically, a claimant to the throne could receive (temporary) 
legitimacy solely on the basis of his claim because the true heir was 
appointed by God and not the people. The only way to determine the 
truth was to measure his actual behaviour against the ideal behaviour 
expected of the tsar. Working within this belief system, ideology 
emphasized the tsar’s divine power to justify absolute authority and, in 
some cases, abuse and repression. Conversely, abuses of power could be 
perceived as such if they fell out of line with the Christian image of the 
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tsar, at which point people were justified in rebelling against the false 
(bodily) tsar without denigrating the institution of tsardom itself.  

The flexibility of tsarist ideology allowed some measure of 
coercive leadership, most notably in the case of Ivan IV. Muscovite 
people not only believed in punishment as a form of discipline, but 
thought it necessary to eliminate sin and keep people in line with God’s 
will. While Ivan IV may have taken this belief to its extreme, the 
existing ideological framework gave him the power and means to do so. 
Priscilla Hunt argues that Ivan IV cultivated a “personal mythology” 
that built on the existing symbolic religious system and “extended [its 
paradigms] beyond their official boundaries in order to sacralize atrocity 
and blasphemy” during the oprichnina.  Although it is impossible to 25

know Ivan’s motivations, his religious devotion and his socialized belief 
in his own divinity as tsar may account for some of the abuses of power 
he committed during the oprichnina. For instance, some of his cruel 
actions can be explained through religious beliefs, which indicate that 
his penchant for dismembering perceived traitors was meant to prevent 
the salvation of their souls in Heaven.  Whatever combination of 26

factors resulted in Ivan the Terrible, ideology evidently played a key 
role in allowing and then justifying abuses of power. 

The Domostroi further illustrates how coercive force could work 
with ideology to impose control. Along with punishing dependents with 
beatings, the Domostroi instructs sovereigns to teach their dependents 
“by imposing limits on them, using terror.”  Terror, here, is a 27

translation of groza, the same word used to describe Ivan the Groznyi 
(somewhat misleadingly translated as “Terrible”), a word that denotes 
both dread and awe, as in the sublime power inspired by God. In theory, 
repression and violence are inadequate means of securing state 
legitimacy because they expose the contradiction that the state is built 
on inequality and oppression.  But the tsar was able to get away with 28
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repressive punishment with relatively little backlash because his 
violence was framed ideologically. Like the model of punishment in the 
Domostroi, the tsar could use violent force to punish perceived threats 
and traitors, because his power was theoretically derived from God and 
thus his actions were justified invariably through God’s will.  

Contrary to the popular image of the tsar as an autocrat or 
absolutist despot, the ideology of tsardom was fundamentally 
ambivalent. Kivelson argues that the conception of the tsar as divinely 
sanctioned “operated powerfully on Muscovite political behavior, 
generally encouraging acceptance of the established order but 
simultaneously creating a logically and theologically consistent basis 
for resistance to the crown”  On the one hand, by sacralizing the tsar, 29

Muscovite ideology legitimized the tsar’s growing power. Perhaps the 
most important implication of this sacralization was how conclusive it 
was. By playing into religious notions of divine authority, Muscovite 
ideology precluded any possible alternative and ensured that the 
underlying political structure remained intact. If people had to “obey the 
tsar in all things,” and the tsar’s power came directly from God, there 
was almost no room for alternate thought or knowledge.  Belief was 30

not only ingrained in the medieval worldview, but the stakes became 
especially high in Muscovy after it was deemed by scholars and 
theologians to be the last hope for the survival and assertion of the 
Orthodox faith.  The need for a true God-appointed monarch to protect 31

the one true faith meant that no one could question the sanctity of the 
tsar because he retained a position of divine importance. 

On the other hand, ideology placed limitations on how the tsar 
could exert his absolute power. In the allegory of the Domostroi, the 
father was encouraged to use force and punishment to maintain his 
power, but was also restricted by obligations that could remove his 
power if it was abused. Daniel Kaiser asserts that by likening “men to 
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‘sovereigns’ and ‘lords,’ the manual gave husbands and fathers both the 
right to claim obedience and the obligation to provide for their 
dependents.”  This model paralleled the state in that the father’s power 32

was tempered by expectations. The failure to meet these expectations 
was severe: “If a man does not himself follow the recommendations in 
this document … he will be destroyed now and forever.”  This same 33

thought applied to the tsar, who was seen as a tyrannical agent of the 
Devil if he did not conform to the Christian ideal of protector of the 
faith. This conception limited how the tsar could exercise his power 
because he needed to conform to the model of a good Christian above 
all, having to be generous, pious, merciful, and more. Even as doctrine 
framed the tsar’s power as divinely given and therefore unquestionable, 
it also placed unquestionable responsibilities on the tsar, providing an 
ideological failsafe that legitimized rebellion against a particular tsar 
while preserving the idea of tsardom itself.  

Richard Hellie concludes that there was no effective elite 
resistance to the tsar because the institutions in place kept the elite 
fighting amongst each other for positions of power and kept them in 
service to the state, while the Orthodox Church remained an apparatus 
of the state.  While these institutions played a role in diverting 34

authority to the tsar, Hellie exaggerates the extent to which they did so 
deliberately and the extent to which they oppressed the elite, 
subscribing to the notion that the tsar had absolute autocratic authority 
with very little, if any, restrictions. The relationships between the tsar 
and the elite and between the state and the church were much more 
complex than Hellie makes them out to be. While elites were in fact 
bound to serve the state in exchange for land, they were far from 
powerless, as the state in turn relied on the service class for both 
military and bureaucratic purposes. Thus, the lack of resistance in 
Muscovy had more of an ideological basis than an institutional one.   
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Rebellion did occur in Muscovy, but it never resulted in 
systematic revolution or a rejection of its ideological underpinnings. 
The Moscow rebellion of 1648, for example, was sparked by Tsar 
Aleksei Mikhailovich’s departure from the paternalistic tradition of 
accepting petitions, which marked the beginning of a more fundamental 
departure from traditional order that occurred in the seventeenth 
century.  Yet, there was never a serious threat to the system. This 35

incident perfectly illustrates how Muscovy’s ideology gave the tsar both 
complete authority and legitimized resistance. Even though Tsar Aleksei 
strayed from the traditional role of paternal tsar in the eyes of his 
people, his advisors bore most of the blame because the common people 
accused them of being agents of the Devil sent to corrupt the true tsar. 
The outcome of the rebellion had little impact on the actual political 
system, as everything returned to the status quo with the scapegoating 
of a handful of corrupt advisors.  Even as people saw their lives 36

becoming increasingly restricted by departures from tradition, they 
lacked the means to even imagine an alternative socio-political system 
because ideology gave the tsar divine power and determined his 
legitimacy. 

Proposing a move away from the concept of absolutism, Donald 
Ostrowski asserts that the ritualized glorification of the monarch created 
a “façade of legitimacy” to cover up disputes among the ruling class so 
authority would appear to come from a single monarch, thus 
legitimizing the decisions of the ruling elite.  The problem with his 37

argument, however, is that he fails to recognize that even a “façade” of 
legitimacy constitutes legitimacy. Power is not an inherent essential 
quality that emanates positively from a single source; rather, it is 
contingent on the obedience and acceptance of the powerless. If people 
believed a tsar was all-powerful and governed through God’s will, then 
he was and he did. Therefore, ideology was not just a way to gain or 
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legitimize power, it constituted power itself. Tying together the ideas of 
family and monarchy, the Domostroi states that a “‘capable,’ long-
suffering, and silent ‘wife is her husband's crown.’”  The wife, silenced 38

and oppressed, is the husband’s “crown,” a fitting representation of how 
monarchical power relied on the obedience and subjugation of the 
powerless. Even though the Muscovite political system was more 
complex than the popular notion of autocracy, the ideology of tsardom 
was the basis of Muscovy’s political culture and its importance should 
not be discounted. That there was never full-scale social revolution in 
Muscovy and that the monarchy survived through the Time of Troubles 
suggest that this ideology was more than just a façade. 

Although the Domostroi may not be useful in reconstructing the 
historical reality of the past, it effectively provided a façade of real life 
that performed an important ideological function in its time and after. 
By representing its specific guidelines as the ideal way to keep order 
within a household, the Domostroi ideologically covered up the messy 
reality of family life, household management, and more broadly the 
state. The Domostroi implicitly provided a fantasy image of life that 
drew attention away from the contradictions, conflicts, and inequalities 
of reality. It did so by insisting that, first, those contradictions could 
actually be resolved and, second, that they could be resolved by 
conforming to the dominant ideological superstructure of society.  39

Moreover, the Domostroi naturalized what was actually an artificial and 
imposed social structure by tying it to family and religion, both of 
which were already highly valued in Muscovite culture. The Domostroi 
made the structure and its underlying values seem inevitable and 
necessary for the proper functioning of the household and the state. 
Framing a patriarchal hierarchy within patrimonial religious belief and 
Orthodox rhetoric served to reproduce Muscovy’s socio-political 
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system. Thus, even a seemingly innocuous work like the Domostroi 
could reproduce and maintain ideology.   

While Muscovite state-building developed alongside a 
multivalent ideology that was part of a rich symbolic culture, it also 
depended on religion, meaning that as long as Orthodox Christianity 
thrived in society, so too would the tsar’s power. Because of its 
contingency on religious belief, the power of the tsar could be used to 
exploit and oppress various groups in society with little consequence. 
Conversely, it could lead to doubt and resistance without threatening the 
integrity of the monarchy or its ideology. The state functioned through a 
spiritual order that carried down through society. Personal relationships 
within the household formed around an ideal to which people could 
aspire, providing an illusion of natural order that went hand in hand 
with the divinely ordered monarchy. The Domostroi, a cultural product 
saturated in ideology, not only reflected the ideals of society, but also 
promoted an image of the world which reinforced the lines of power 
that emerged with the Muscovite state. Symbolically bearing the signs 
of its culture, the Domostroi expressed the power and legitimacy of the 
tsar, but also defined the limits by which his power could be measured 
and thus resisted.  
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Bankers, Bureaucrats & Battle Plans 

 Oliver Parker 

This paper explores the United Kingdom’s Ministry of Economic Warfare and its 
conduct during the opening years of the Second World War. While not an exhaustive 
study of the systematic failures of the Ministry, it is a glance at Whitehall’s economic 
and military policy which sought to sabotage and disrupt the German war economy 
through trade with Portugal and Sweden. Expecting to damage Germany’s war 
production by direct and indirect means of trade blockades and the pre-emptive buying 
of materials, the Ministry ultimately failed due to issues relating to Britain’s projection 
of power in foreign negotiations, internal bureaucratic struggles, and the rapid success 
of the German army on the western front. As war broke out and attempts to halt 
Swedish ore exports were initially successful, the annexation of Denmark soon ended 
further efforts to slow shipping to Germany. Even more disastrous were attempts to 
end Swiss laundering of gold from Germany through interference of Portuguese trade, 
with these endeavours hampered by intergovernmental disagreements with the British 
Foreign Office. Whether the Ministry negotiated trade between Sweden, Switzerland 
or Portugal, the efforts of then Minister Hugh Dalton were insufficient to curb German 
war production, only until significant military success by Allied forces. 

!  

During the Second World War, political and military strategy 
experienced dramatic modernization as trench warfare gave rise to 
armoured vehicles and combined arms. Outside of the battlefields, new 
political and economic strategies were developed in order to counteract 
the growing threat of a rearmed Germany. The Ministry of Economic 
Warfare of the United Kingdom is a prime example of the use of new 
economic warfare tactics and strategy. The Ministry used economic 
warfare to deny Germany trade with neutral countries, such as Sweden, 
by attempting to limit the trade of iron ore necessary for German steel 
production. Attempts were made in Switzerland to prohibit resource 
exporting and gold laundering, which were both key strategies in 
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financing Germany’s war effort. Key minerals, such as wolfram in 
Portugal, were targeted by the Ministry of Economic Warfare to deny 
Germany adequate alloys. However, these examples of economic 
warfare against Germany through neutral channels suffered due to 
disorganized planning and inter-departmental disputes with the Foreign 
Ministry, who sought to sabotage economic warfare goals. Ultimately, 
economic warfare was believed to have played a key role in weakening 
the German war economy, particularly the strategy of resource denial 
from neutral countries. Nevertheless, a lack of pressured negotiation 
and coordination with neutral countries, as well as disputes with the 
Foreign Office, ensured that no effective achievements were made in 
slowing trade or exports to Germany. 

Immediately following the invasion of Poland in September of 
1939, one of the first actions of the Ministry of Economic Warfare was 
to begin wartime negotiations with neutral countries on trade, with the 
first country to negotiate with being Sweden. The urgency of 
negotiating with Sweden was due to the importance of the export of iron 
ore to Germany, where it was required for war production. Between the 
British, who desired to lower the amount exported as much as possible, 
and the Swedish delegations, an agreement was reached to limit iron ore 
shipments to Germany to a level equal to that in 1938, but British and 
Swedish interpretations on the exact quantity varied. Sweden “gave no 
explicit undertakings in respect of iron-ore exports apart from the 
general promise to maintain them at the 1938 level. The British 
obviously considered this level to be about 8 million tons”.  The 1

vagueness of what amount of ore could be shipped would prove to be an 
oversight by the Ministry of Economic Warfare, as Sweden exploited 
the ambiguity and increased ore shipments when in talks with Germany. 
Negotiations that followed between Sweden and Germany were limited 
by the agreement made by Britain, but with no set amount of ore 
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exports, the Swedish would be free to dictate it. Near the end of 1939, 
Sweden opened negotiations with Germany on iron ore exports by 
proposing ten million tons per year which, while two million tons 
higher than what was exported to Germany in 1938, was argued to be 
within the conditions of the treaty signed with Britain. The number of 
“10 million tons was given privately to the chief [German] negotiator. 
This figure was obtained by including the 1938 figures for Poland and 
Czechoslovakia, and thus did not contradict the agreement with 
Britain”.  Because of Germany’s expansion into the territories of Poland 2

and Czechoslovakia, the Swedish proposal of ten million tons was not 
technically in violation of the promise made to the British to respect 
1938 levels, as Poland and Czechoslovakia were now considered 
German territory. With the wartime trade treaties agreed and 
implemented, the Ministry of Economic Warfare failed to apply enough 
pressure on Sweden to correct the number, and turned to formulating 
new plans to prohibit ore shipments to Germany early in 1940. Reasons 
behind the Swedish refusal to limit iron ore shipments to Germany was 
based on fear of German retaliation and skepticism of British 
protection. Swedish fears were picked up by the British Foreign Office, 
which then attempted to show the Ministry of Economic Warfare that 
“the Swedes, despite their pro-British sentiments, were frightened of 
Germany and convinced that they would be attacked if they restricted 
exports, particularly of iron ore, to Germany beyond ‘a certain 
undefined danger point’”.  In terms of negotiating with the Swedes, the 3

Foreign Office took a much more realistic approach to the situation than 
the Ministry of Economic Warfare. Failing to resolve the issue of 
Swedish iron ore exports to Germany diplomatically, the Ministry of 
Economic Warfare investigated military intervention, but limited 
resources and a lack of support by the War Cabinet resulted in the 
abandoning of the plans and no change in Swedish-German trade. The 
Ministry of Economic Warfare had investigated freezing iron fields and 
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closing naval ports as early as late 1939, shortly after the wartime trade 
agreement was signed, to slow iron ore exports to Germany. In a War 
Cabinet report from December 31st, 1939, a plan confirmed that “if the 
entire exports of the northern field were stopped, Germany would be 
confined to the Grangesberg deposits, which, at most, would give her 
only 5 million tons of ore in one year instead of the 9 million she 
needs”.  British attempts to close off Swedish ore deposits in order to 4

slow production were to be combined with the closure of several key 
Swedish and Norwegian ports. Further written in the same report, “in 
addition to Narvik and Lulea, the exports from Oxelosund could also be 
stopped, or even interrupted for some months, Germany’s position 
would clearly be exceptionally grave”.  The bold proposition would 5

prove to be a significant blow to German war production, but the 
German initiative to invade Norway brought an end to the strategy.  
Following the fall of Norway in June of 1940, Sweden was cut off from 
the United Kingdom and any subsequent trade was crippled while the 
Germans used their victory to pressure for greater exports. Surrounded 
by Germany, “[Swedish] exports to Allied countries fell off to a trickle, 
and those to Enemy Europe soared, with special emphasis on highly 
strategic manufactures. The old agreements remained theoretically in 
force, but many of the export limitations were disregarded in practice. 
The British made occasional protests for the record, but they did not 
denounce the agreements or take any vigorous sanctions. They could 
not, by protests or sanctions, have weakened Germany’s grip over the 
Continent, which was the basic cause of the neutral’s economic 
alienation.”  The Ministry of Economic Warfare’s attempts to halt 6

Swedish exports of iron ore to Germany were rendered ineffective as 
German military intervention in Norway closed off access to Sweden, 
who was now unable to resist German demands. 
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 Agreements signed between Sweden and Germany in 1940 gave 
Germany the required iron ore without interruption from Britain, and in 
reality, the need for Swedish ore was lower than what was estimated by 
London. In 1940, when Germany had not fully expanded its borders to 
occupy the remainder of the European continent, it relied on Sweden for 
the ore temporarily, but still could not import the maximum ten million 
tons. The quantity exported to Germany only fell below the ten million 
tons stipulated in the German-Swedish trade deal because Germany 
could not provide the shipping to carry such quantities.  Limiting iron-7

ore imports to Germany was of utmost importance to Britain in order to 
stop the Germans, simply because they were the only ones capable of 
doing so. As 1940 came to a close, and Germany expanded its control 
into France, it turned its attention towards French iron supplies which 
could not be limited by the Ministry of Economic Warfare. As Germany 
grew, “output within the boundaries as they existed before 1938 shrank. 
It was in fact run down deliberately because the additional resources 
brought by conquest could be mined more cheaply. That part of the 
minette ore field in France annexed to Germany produced 14.9 million 
metric tons of ore in 1943”.  The growth in continental territory under 8

Germany allowed for easier iron ore production, thereby lessening the 
importance of Swedish trade. Negotiation and the encouragement of 
pro-Allied sentiment proved harder with other neutral countries, and 
most notably Switzerland. Within continental Europe, the Ministry of 
Economic Warfare paid great attention to Switzerland, as its power as a 
neutral trade partner with Germany and close proximity fostered strong 
ties in exporting materials and goods, but despite reaching a number of 
agreements, Swiss assistance to Germany would continue despite 
Ministry action. Unlike the agreement signed with Sweden, reaching 
terms with Switzerland did not occur until 1943, and required bold 
action by the British ministry. In response to the Swiss refusing German 
export reductions, the British “demand was accompanied by a specific 
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threat to black list the firm of Sulzer Brothers, the largest Swiss 
manufacturer of gas and diesel engines and other heavy machinery, 
unless the firm agreed to restrict most of its exports to the enemy to 
prewar levels”.  The threat proved to be effective, and eventually 9

brought the Swiss into agreement  and exports to Germany were 10

reflected in trade. The nature of the agreement was that price ceilings 
were attached to categories of goods, therefore German spending was 
limited, resulting in lower exports as prices rose. The 1943 agreement 
dictated that “exports in the category of the highest value- including 
arms and ammunition, machine tools, bearings and fuses- were to be 
reduced by over 60 per cent as compared with 1942; reductions 
averaging about 13 per cent in exports of less strategic or quantitatively 
less important manufactures”.  The reduction of material exports to 11

Germany was accomplished, and the Ministry of Economic Warfare 
completed its trade goals with Switzerland. However, Germany 
continued to export gold to Switzerland in exchange for Swiss francs to 
purchase supplies from neutral markets throughout the duration of the 
war.  With the Swiss francs, Germany underwent a ‘triangle trade’ 12

where Germany used the francs “to purchase tungsten in Madrid. 
Spain’s central bank thereupon exchanged the Swiss francs for gold in 
Bern. The gold now bore the Swiss national emblem, or was at least 
accompanied by a Swiss verification certificate. Franco was thus 
insured against Allied countermeasures”.  Operations to launder gold 13

were triangular between Germany, Switzerland, and a neutral third 
country, ensuring no evidence could be found to implicate neutrals in 
accepting stolen gold. Germany and Switzerland would continue even 
when the gold was stolen from neutral countries now under occupation. 
In 1942, the Swiss received gold stamped from the Royal Netherlands 
Central Bank and therefore destroyed the evidence to evade Allied 
detection of their crimes. The Vice President of the Swiss National 
Bank, Paul Rossy, ordered that “the stolen bars from Holland bearing 
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American and French stamps be melted down at once in Bern and 
adorned with Swiss stamps” . The gold was then passed to Portugal, 14

completing Germany’s purchase of precious wolfram ore, all while 
operating without British detection. Through neutral channels, Germany 
was able to acquire precious metals for its war production, and the 
complicit involvement of the Swiss subverted the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare without notice until 1943. Once news of the gold laundering 
reached the Ministry of Economic Warfare, pressure was applied to the 
government of Switzerland and the Swiss National Bank to cease 
exchanging German gold, only for the Swiss to rebuff them and 
continue. When confronted, the bank drew a series of arguments 
defending their actions stating that to “refuse gold, is to operate a 
discrimination which is incompatible with our policy of neutrality”  15

and this became a common tactic to introduce neutrality as a defence 
after their activity was discovered. Through the entirety of the Second 
World War, the trade of gold bullion assets between the Reichsbank, 
Swiss private banks, and the national bank would reach into the 
millions. Following the end of the war, American investigators used 
Reichsbank documents to calculate that “at least $398 million of the 
$579 million the Nazis stole ended up in Switzerland. Documents 
uncovered in a Swiss bank investigation of wartime activities confirmed 
that as early as June 1942, the Swiss Central Bank assumed the gold 
they had received from Germany had come from occupied countries”.  16

Without cause to halt their dealings, the Swiss operated with free reign 
under the guise of neutrality. The ability of the Ministry to apply real 
pressure on the Swiss to abandon their financial dealings was 
nonexistent, and subsequently, Germany possessed all it needed to 
purchase the resources it needed. Just to the West on the Iberian 
Peninsula, the Ministry of Economic Warfare encountered another crisis 
to prevent beneficial trade to Germany. Another failure in the series of 
the Ministry of Economic Warfare was with its negotiations with 
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Portugal to prevent exportation of precious materials for war production 
to Germany, and the presentation of inaccurate intelligence reports on 
German stockpiles. Located on the Iberian Peninsula and connected to 
the Allies easily, unlike Sweden or Switzerland, Portugal was under 
British blockade but still managed to re-export goods to Germany 
through Spain. The usefulness of Portugal to  Germany is evident  as  
from 1939 to 1942, Portugal bought oil and its derivatives from the 
United States, phosphates from North Africa, and raw materials from its 
colonies which, despite the British blockade, were re-exported to 
Germany both legally and illegally.  Even with the Royal Navy 17

providing contraband control around Portugal and instituting a 
blockade, the materials were continuously being passed on to Germany. 
Specifically, the precious alloy wolfram – used in steel production – 
was the key concern of the Ministry, and in a memorandum to the War 
Cabinet, they stressed the need to pressure Portugal to end its exports to 
Germany in 1943. The report stated “three neutrals with free access to 
the outside world, two of whom are our Allies, should still be sending 
vital quantities of chrome and wolfram to Germany. For political 
reasons it has not been thought expedient to bring economic pressure to 
bear upon the Governments concerned.”  The Ministry plainly stated 18

that they were aware of the wolfram trade, but made no effort to stop it. 
As a result of failing to act early, the Portuguese government re-signed a 
new deal in 1943 to increase their exports of wolfram to Germany. The 
deal, signed by Portuguese Prime Minister Dr. Salazar, stipulated that in 
the following twelve months, 2,100 tons of wolfram would be 
shipped.  The memorandum presented by the Ministry of Economic 19

Warfare illustrates the unorganized and ultimately ineffective response 
to counteract the deal. In 1944, a report detailed that German alloy 
stores were nearly exhausted, and despite the export of wolfram, steel 
production was close to crippled. However, the reality of the situation 
was the opposite. The report detailed that German stocks of chrome, 
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tungsten, molybdenum, and nickel had been exhausted,  but the real 20

resource lacking was coal, as agreed by German steel experts in the 
German war industry . The Ministry offered incorrect reports to the 21

War Cabinet, and its intelligence on German resource stockpiles was 
grossly inaccurate, as was the mishandling of the wolfram exports. 
Explanations for how the Ministry lacked the ability to deal with 
neutrals like Portugal and insufficient intelligence could be found in 
London, where disagreements with the Foreign Office were damaging 
to operations and negotiations. Failures in accomplishing objectives by 
the Ministry of Warfare can largely be attributed to issues from within 
London, as collaboration with other Ministries was often neglected and 
rivalries over resources proved costly to the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare. Even when cooperation existed, bureaucratic inefficiencies 
caused mistakes, such as issues in dealing with Bomber Command, 
where the Ministry of Economic Warfare provided lists of targets 
ordered by economic importance, which would often be misinterpreted. 
A list that was drafted by the Ministry of Economic Warfare and was 
forwarded through several ministries before reaching Bomber 
Command out of order, causing bomber command to attack an engine 
factory in Augsburg which had no effect on war production.  The 22

Ministry of Economic Warfare knew that the target was unimportant, 
and its recommendation of other targets was available, but Arthur Harris 
refused to consult on target selection, citing secrecy and therefore 
selecting the target without any advice. The real difficulties in 
collaborating lied with Minister Anthony Eden of the Foreign Office 
and Minister for Economic Warfare Hugh Dalton, as the two shared 
poor relations, as evidenced in Dalton’s diary. Soon after assuming the 
Ministry, Dalton was critical of the lack of approval economic warfare 
was given and wrote in his diary “it is not my job, as I see it, to put a 
brake on the Foreign Office, but rather to act as a spur. Or, in other 
words, it is not my duty to walk about with a watering-can, but rather to 
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light the fires and let the Foreign Office extinguish them if they must”.  23

The managerial style of Dalton was a sharp contrast to the Foreign 
Office, as his ambition for greater operations would come into conflict 
with Anthony Eden’s conservative ideas. Despite his reservations with 
Eden, Dalton attempted to extend an invitation for close cooperation as 
he established his new office. Noted in his diary in January 1941, “I 
have exchanged very friendly letters- I deliberately laid it on fairly thick 
in order to create good relations from the start – is outwardly very 
agreeable and not, I think, a very strong character”.  Further reading of 24

Dalton’s diary shows an attempt to secure peace between the two 
Ministers. However, the good relations proved to be temporary. As the 
Ministers continued their work and the war, it was clear that inter-
departmental relations were not improving and were negatively 
affecting operations. After sending a letter to Eden with 
recommendations for cooperation on a petition to the War Cabinet, 
Dalton wrote, “Glawdwyn  hears from Cadogan  that Eden was much 25 26

offended by my letter. He thought I was trying to interfere with ‘foreign 
policy’, telling him what he ought to do... He thinks that Gladwyn is 
‘keeping his end up’ pretty well but that I am a most dangerous 
person”.  The feud between the two Ministers would dampen relations 27

and cooperation, and Dalton continued to write about their arguments.  
The reason as to why Eden and the Foreign Office loathed the Ministry 
of Economic Warfare was evident when, in February of 1942, the two 
talked. In Dalton’s diary, he documented the conversation he had with 
Eden as follows. “He then goes on to say that of course he has no 
secrets from me, and that, if he had been Foreign Secretary at the 
beginning of the war, he would have objected to M.E.W. being an 
independent department. He would have kept it under the Foreign 
Office… This perfectly illustrates again how Eden is like the little boy 
trying to clutch all the toys”.  The animosity between Eden and Dalton 28

also represents the underlying attitude of the Foreign Office, and the 
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displeasure they felt to the Ministry of Economic Warfare. 
Disagreements and unwillingness to compromise between the Foreign 
Office and the Ministry of Economic Warfare also spread outside of 
London into neutral countries, such as Spain, where Foreign Office staff 
worked. Resentment of the Ministry of Economic Warfare was 
especially felt in Spain, where Ambassador Sir Samuel Hoare was 
critical of any action by Dalton that threatened his work with the 
Spanish government. The Foreign Office was very aware of his 
resentment of Dalton, and requested Hoare to provide testimony against 
the Ministry’s contraband control restrictions on Spain as evidence to 
discredit and diminish their operations. In a letter to Hoare the Foreign 
Office asked Hoare to send “a representation that, say, an incident 
similar to that of which you are complaining ought not to be allowed to 
recur for at least a month, or whatever the period may be. Then we are 
in a strong position to tackle the Ministry of Economic Warfare.”  29

Evidently, the Foreign Office was not pleased with the Ministry of 
Economic Warfare and began seeking evidence to discredit Hugh 
Dalton’s program of contraband control with the Admiralty. The distaste 
by Hoare for Dalton was mutual even as contraband control was first 
introduced in 1940 where there was an argument between the two. In 
July of 1940, Dalton announced the navicert system for controlling 
shipping and wrote “Sir Samuel Hoare is now asking for further delay 
in order that he may break it gently to the Spanish Government. There is 
also a great dispute about the oil stocks in Spain. My officials take one 
view and Slimy Sam’s advisors in Madrid another”.  Despite 30

difficulties in dealing with Samuel Hoare in Madrid, Dalton secured the 
contraband control system with the Admiralty providing support in the 
War Cabinet. After fighting battles over contraband control or war trade 
agreements, the Ministry of Economic Warfare and Hugh Dalton did not 
make successful moves to improve relations with both the Foreign 
Office and European neutrals. As the war reached its conclusion 
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following the Normandy landings, the Ministry of Economic Warfare 
began to scale down operations and turn to post-war economic strategy. 
Attempts to intervene in Swedish ore trade failed following the 
occupation of Norway, which were not reduced until early 1945, due to 
military accomplishments in moving into Germany. Ministry attempts 
to halt the Swiss laundering scheme were disastrous, as millions of 
dollars flowed into Germany as a result of the inability to apply 
sufficient pressure on Swiss imports. The Portuguese re-export of 
supplies to Germany and the wolfram problem highlighted the oversight 
by the Ministry and the Foreign Office to act expediently and apply 
action to economic targets. The failures of economic warfare conducted 
by Britain can be derived from the lack of support and poor 
organization in the government as Hugh Dalton and Anthony Eden 
waged a war against one another, and ultimately sabotaged the success 
of crippling German imports of strategic resources. The culmination of 
ineffective attempts in Sweden, Switzerland, and Portugal to halt 
German acquisition of key resources, as well as the tampering of efforts 
by the Foreign Office demonstrate that the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare was not an effective force at denying the German war economy 
the resources it required.  
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étudié les aspects du Conseil de marketing de l'Empire, la Conférence 
économique impériale et la Préférence impériale. Il est présentement 
vice-président de la formation déléguée pour l'Association des Nations 
Unies Modèles de l'université. Il a récemment été un interprète 
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historique au Mémorial national de Vimy en France. Dans le futur, 
Oliver espère continuer ses études universitaires en se concentrant sur la 
politique britannique économique et politicienne en relation avec la 
métropole et l'Empire britannique. 
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White Knowledge & Black Bodies: 
The Racialization of Medicine in the Antebellum South 

  
Marissa Foley 

This article takes a closer look at the practice of medicine in the antebellum South. 
Focusing on exploitative medical process and practices of the antebellum period, the 
intent of this study is to understand the perverse doctor-patient relationship that 
existed between white physicians and African American patients. In a period when the 
institution of slavery shaped society, medicine was heavily intertwined with the social 
and economic interests of the day. Societal values influenced the practice of racial 
medicine, and racial medicine equally validated and expanded racist values and 
hierarchy. Through the analysis of medical journals, diaries, and patient accounts, it is 
determined that the white medical system of the antebellum period commoditized and 
dehumanized African American patients. The medical experiences of the period would 
leave African American’s with an understanding of the white medical system’s 
harmful potential for generations to come. 
!  

The relationship between doctor and patient is incredibly 
complex and calls for consent and communication between both parties. 
In 1963, Foucault released The Birth of the Clinic: An Archaeology of 
Medical Perception in which he discussed the doctor-patient 
relationship and outlined his concept of the “medical gaze”.  Through 1

this work, Foucault sought to denote the dehumanizing approaches and 
practices of physicians, and explore means of repairing the doctor-
patient relationship.  For Foucault, “the medical gaze abstract[ed] the 
suffering person from [their] sociological context and reframe[ed] 
[them] as a “case” or a “condition.”  Disembodiment, the separation of 2

body from self, was the result of this medical gaze, and it has allowed 
for the establishment of processes in which uninformed treatment and 
experimentation without consent were practiced. The present 
understanding of the physician’s role is twofold: the physician is 
supposed to learn and discover medical truths, while offering 
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compassion and sympathy to the patient. Antebellum medicine, 
practiced in the American South throughout the 1800’s until the civil 
war in 1861, was void of the compassion and sympathy that 
characterizes the doctor-patient relationship understood today. The 
white antebellum physician’s disembodying medical gaze became 
exacerbated for African American patients because of the racist 
structures under which medicine was practiced. Racial hierarchy shaped 
society, and intertwined medicine with the social and economic interests 
of the day. The institution of slavery and the racial hierarchy of the 
antebellum South influenced racial medicine , but racial medicine 3

equally validated and expanded these structures. White physicians 
practicing racial medicine in the antebellum South accepted and aided 
in practices and processes - such as the buying, selling, and exploitation 
of slaves - which commoditized and dehumanized black bodies.  

The slave trade fostered a commodifying culture through which 
African Americans became profitable objects. The black body became a 
marketable item acquired for the sole purpose of satisfying the wants 
and needs of white individuals. In Working Cures, Sharla Fett states 
that, “the institution of slavery defined enslaved men and women as 
objects of property, enmeshing even intimate relations of sexuality and 
childbearing in a web of property interests.”  Physicians contributed to 4

this system, extending the process of commodification. They were 
responsible for preserving and verifying slave health to maintain the 
socio-economic interests of slaveholders. As key players in the slave 
auction circuit, physicians would provide certificates for market 
assessments that proved a slave’s “soundness.”   Soundness referred to 5

both the physical and mental state of a slave’s health, and proof of 
soundness was crucial for ensuring the highest profitability of a slave. 
In African American Slavery and Disability, Dea Boster explains that, 
“white slave traders, masters and physicians supported these ideals of 
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slave worth by requiring and granting guarantees of soundness in 
market situation and litigation concerning the sale of unsound slaves.”  6

Slave sickness was phrased in terms of a loss of labour, and thus loss of 
profits. In 1852, Dr. W. Fletcher Holmes, M.D. wrote in the Charleston 
Medical Journal and Review: 

The up-country planter’s wealth consists chiefly in his 
negroes, and in proportion to their thrift and healthiness, 
just in such ratio does he prosper. The principle value of 
the negro with us is his increase, consequently [slave 
health] addresses itself to the interest… of the slave 
holder.   7

Holmes’s words illustrate the inherent relationship between slave health 
and profitability. Social and economic forces thus shaped the practice of 
medicine, perverting the doctor-patient relationship.  

The medical experience was shared between three parties – 
physician, slave, and slave-owner; however, the slave as patient was 
only present as a body and as an object of property. Medical evaluations 
of soundness were carried out as a business transaction rather than as a 
meaningful, personal interaction. Contributions to the process of selling 
black bodies put the physician in a non-healing role, and the doctor-
patient relationship became a perversion of what it was intended to be 
because it was driven by socio-economic interests. 

The physician became further involved in the commodification 
of African Americans through their use and purchase of black bodies as 
clinical material. Physicians would regularly purchase black corpses to 
study and expand their anatomical knowledge. Black bodies continued 
to be a profitable object for slave-owners, even after the slave had died. 
They became a product obtained by hospitals or medical schools to be 
used as learning tools. Because of a lack of agency over their own 
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bodies, African Americans involuntarily made up the majority of 
medical objects, and were constantly “subjected to white quests for 
knowledge.”  For physicians, slave bodies were equated with profit in 8

both wealth and knowledge. The economic and intellectual interests of 
physicians reaffirmed the commoditized identity of black bodies.   

The doctor-patient relationship and the practices of physicians in 
the antebellum South also dehumanized African American slaves. 
Dehumanization was rooted in an understanding of difference in 
competency and ability between black and white bodies. The scientific 
mapping and understanding of the body helped to create and support 
ideas upholding racial hierarchy.  White medical and cultural practices 9

fabricated and established the idea of a biologically identifiable 
inferiority of black bodies.  A strong sense of difference, and a lesser 10

valuation of African Americans, was the topic of several publications 
produced by antebellum physicians. Samuel Cartwright, a prominent 
physician of the period, had produced multiple works discussing the 
science of racial difference. In one of Cartwright’s articles, titled “The 
Diseases and Physical Peculiarities of the Negro Race,” published in the 
New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal in 1851, he wrote:  

The popular error prevalent at the North, that the negro is 
a white man, but by some accident of climate or locality 
painted black… is permitted to go uncorrected by the 
Northern medical schools. This error can be, and should 
be, corrected at the dissecting table.   11

Cartwright was fixated on proving at a biological level that black bodies 
were inherently inadequate. He believed African Americans were an 
inferior race, but other physicians went so far as to argue they were a 
different species, considering them to be animals. The scientific 
obsession with difference between black and white bodies contributed 
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to a process of devaluation and dehumanization of African Americans in 
the antebellum South. 

Racial science was used by physicians, like Cartwright and B.M. 
Norman, to argue that black bodies were biologically designed to carry 
out slave labour. In Cartwright’s work, “Slavery in the Light of 
Ethnology,” he discussed why it was that black bodies supposedly 
consumed less oxygen than white bodies.  Cartwright stated that it was 12

a physiological difference in the size of lungs between races, with black 
bodies possessing smaller lungs. He wrote that consumption of less 
oxygen is “proved by [a slave’s] motions being proverbially much 
slower, and their want of muscular and mental activity.”  With this 13

discovery, he argued that black bodies were suitable for different 
activities than white bodies. B.M. Norman expanded further on the idea 
of biological difference by animalizing black bodies. In an article 
published in the New Orleans Medical Journal, Norman “suggest[ed] 
that the African’s eye was anatomically structured not like that of a 
white man, but like that of the [orangutan].”  He explained that this 14

particular difference is what enabled slaves to work for long periods of 
time in bright sunlight. Both Cartwright and Norman implied that 
identifiable biological differences made black bodies more suitable to 
perform different forms of labour than white bodies. Several other 
physicians posed similar arguments rooted in apparent scientific facts, 
making a range of claims, such as black bodies having an increased 
tolerance to pain. These claims were used as justification for subjecting 
black bodies to exploitative experimentation, because it was argued 
black bodies would be less affected by the extreme pain often inflicted 
on them. The “medical truths” presented by Cartwright and Norman 
validated the institution of slavery and a racial hierarchy within society. 

This validated racial hierarchy influenced physicians’ 
approaches to black bodies and was reflected in the treatment afforded 
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to African American patients. A publication by W.H Robert, an 
antebellum physician from Georgia, illustrates the logic many 
physicians took regarding their treatment of slave patients:  

The loss of so important a limb as the leg, should be very 
differently estimated in different classes of society. Whilst 
to the gentleman of fortune it would be a horrid deformity, 
and the destruction of most of his enjoyments; and to the 
free labourer, it would, in many instances, constitute the 
loss of the means of subsistence for himself and family; it 
is to the slave a matter of comparatively little importance. 
Idleness being his greatest enjoyment, and having but few 
wants, and the certainty that these will always be met by 
his master, the negro dreads nothing from the operation 
but the pain it may occasion… Hence it is, that such 
operations are much less fatal to the negro than to the 
white man; and hence it is, also, that we should hesitate 
much less to remove a limb, whose affection endangers 
the life of the patient, if he be a slave, than if he be a free 
man, and especially a white man.  15

His explanation shows that there is no consideration by the physician 
for the preservation of the slave’s body or livelihood. The black body is 
not seen as one to be properly healed in the same way as white bodies. 
This distinction is just one of several cases through which racial 
medicine worked to devalue black bodies, contributing to the process of 
dehumanization.  

 The dehumanizing structures of racial hierarchy and distorted 
concepts of difference made slaves the ideal subjects for medical 
experimentation. Experimentation became popular in the antebellum 
South due to the availability of black bodies and new medical advances 
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of the period.  While certain experiments were conducted with the 16

intention of finding a cure for troubling diseases and illnesses, others 
were conducted to gain general knowledge of the anatomical body. 
Regardless of the purpose for experimentation, it was exploitative and 
often harmful to the slaves. In 1854, Dr. Walter F. Jones published an 
account of his experimentation regarding typhoid pneumonia in the 
Virginia Medical Journal. He recounted almost two years worth of 
experiments, and exclusively discussed black slaves as his subjects. He 
employed a treatment that forced patients into degrading positions that 
have been described as “resembl[ing] a form of torture rather than a 
curative measure.”  Dr. Jones described the details of his 17

experimentation on a 25 year-old male slave, writing that:  

The patient was placed [naked] on the floor on his face, 
and about five gallons of water at a temperature so near 
the boiling point as barely to allow the immersion of the 
hand, was thrown immediately on the spinal column, 
which seemed to arouse his sensibilities somewhat, as 
shown by an effort to cry out.   18

In some cases, Jones’s method did seem to cure typhoid fever. 
Nonetheless, the method of extracting this knowledge caused extreme 
pain and humiliation. This treatment was considered acceptable because 
it did not involve the use of white bodies, yet still generated knowledge 
to benefit them. 

 Dr. J Marion Sims, who is known as the ‘Father of 
Gynaecology,’ also practiced exploitative experimentation. His legacy 
in the medical world is owed to twelve female slaves who endured 
painful, experimental surgeries for vesico-vaginal fistulas over a period 
of several years.  The motivation for Sims’s work was not to heal his 19

patients, but rather to further his own career and reputation by 
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discovering a medical innovation. One slave, Anarcha, was operated on 
thirty times before a cure was found and the experiments 
discontinued.  He described an early and incredibly painful attempt to 20

heal a vesico-vaginal fistula on a slave named Lucy in his memoir The 
Story of My Life. He explained that “[a sponge] had to come away, and 
there was nothing to do but to pull it away by main force. Lucy’s agony 
was extreme. She was much prostrated, and I thought that she was 
going to die, but by irrigation the parts of the bladder she recovered 
with great rapidity.”  Sims’s attempts at healing these fistulas were not 21

only highly experimental, but also dangerous and painful. Lars 
Schroeder explains in his work Slave to the Body that “such highly 
physical forms of reading the body could not have developed in the 
South without the unlimited access to slave women’s flesh: No white 
woman would have voluntarily suffered through years of painful and 
unsuccessful experimentation on their bodies.”  Sims’s exploitative 22

experimentation on female slaves illustrates the painful consequences 
associated with being at the bottom of the racial hierarchy. Under the 
physician’s ownership, a black body became clinical material to be 
manipulated, explored, and tortured at the will of the physician. In this 
case, Sims was working in the name of medical progress. His focus was 
an expansion of his medical knowledge, rather than the well-being of 
his slave patients. Sims demonstrated his absence of regard for the 
patient when he chose to publicly perform surgeries, withhold 
anaesthesia, and repeatedly conduct operations on the same women. The 
practice of involuntary medical experimentation, by physicians like 
Sims, was as Washington states, “the scientific personification of 
enslavement.”  23

 Through the practice of racial medicine a distorted concept of 
difference and hierarchy was established, valuing certain bodies over 
others. In some instances, medical practices may not appear to be 
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obviously dehumanizing, such as the work of W.H. Robert regarding 
amputations. He argued that slave bodies should be treated differently 
from white bodies, but ultimately healed his patients in one way or 
another. Other medical discoveries or treatments rooted in racial science 
proved much more harmful, such as the experiments of Dr. J. Marion 
Sims or the writings of B.N. Norman. These particular cases are clearly 
disembodying and damaging, however all practices of racial medicine 
must be understood as inherently dehumanizing. Establishing a 
hierarchy of race acknowledged that certain bodies were not as human 
as others. It is from this idea that harmful theories, such as black bodies 
being of a different species, come. In the antebellum South, ideas of 
devaluation quickly evolved in the medical and social spheres and 
became unarguably dehumanizing.  

 For the antebellum physician, the intent of their studies was to 
justify racial hierarchies by illustrating the “inherently inferior and 
primitive characteristics” possessed by darker races.  The idea that 24

darker skin was a sign of “natural defectiveness,”  was a focus of 25

medical studies and was also a basis for justifying the use of slaves for 
experimentation. Several severe diseases and infections tore through the 
South, and there was a need for cures; however, there were reservations 
regarding who was to be sacrificed to the experimentation that came 
with finding these cures. With racial science in place, as well as a 
societal racial hierarchy, it became understood that black bodies were 
less valuable, more tolerable to pain, and thus better suited as subjects 
of experimentation. Science was put “to the service of proslavery 
ideology and white supremacy.”   26

 Medicine upheld the institution of slavery by contributing 
knowledge and discoveries that validated the practices of slaveholders 
and the racial hierarchy; however, medicine was also dependent on 
slavery. The institution of slavery provided the clinical material 
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necessary for experimentation and dissection. Through these practices, 
the understanding of the anatomical body became clear, and discoveries, 
such as the cure for vesico-vaginal fistulas, were found. Despite a few 
notable discoveries, these experiments brought harm to black bodies, 
and many were senseless experiments that lacked a scientifically 
provable hypothesis. Experimental medicine was employed as an 
instrument of control, torture and oppression.  The study and 27

application of racial medicine created a space that justified exploitative 
and damaging experimentation. This experience is one that perverted 
the doctor-patient relationship, perhaps irreparably. The present day 
doctor-patient relationship for African Americans has been tainted by 
the legacy of antebellum medicine, which has echoed through 
contemporary historical experiences, like the Tuskegee Syphilis 
Experiment which lasted from 1932 to 1972.  The commodifying and 28

dehumanizing practices of medicine in the antebellum South have left 
African American’s with an understanding of the white medical 
system’s exploitative and harmful potential, which continues to affect 
the doctor-patient relationship.  
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 “In 1932 the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS) initiated an experiment in Macon 28

County, Alabama, to determine the natural course of untreated, latent syphilis in black 
males. The test comprised 400 syphilitic men, as well as 200 uninfected men who 
served as controls. The first published report of the study appeared in 1936 with 
subsequent papers issued every four to six years, through the 1960s. When penicillin 
became widely available by the early 1950s as the preferred treatment for syphilis, the 
men did not receive therapy. In fact on several occasions, the USPHS actually sought 
to prevent treatment. Moreover, a committee at the federally operated Centre for 
Disease Control decided in 1969 that the study should be continued. Only in 1972, 
when accounts of the study first appeared in the national press, did the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare halt the experiment. At that time seventy-four of the 
test subjects were still alive; at least twenty-eight, but perhaps more than 100, had died 
directly from advanced syphilitic lesions. In August 1972, HEW appointed an 
investigatory panel which issued a report the following year. The panel found the 
study to have been “ethically justified,” and argued that penicillin should have been 
provided to the men.” A.M. Brandt, “Racism and Research: The Case of Tuskegee 
Syphilis Study,” The Hastings Center Report 8, no. 6 (1978): 21 – 29.  
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“Fuhrer McCarthy”:  
The Reaction to McCarthyism in Western Europe & the 

American-Soviet Cultural Competition 
  

Neil Robert Moss 

During the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union entered into an 
ideological and cultural competition to bring Europe (and the world) under its 
respective spheres of influence.  This paper details the decline of American prestige in 
Western Europe due to the prevalence of McCarthyism in the United States and 
McCarthyite attacks on American culture.  Even though the European dislike of 
McCarthy was known among the Eisenhower administration, there was no action 
taken to censure the U.S. Senator until he became domestically unpopular.  This 
counters the opinion of some historians, including David Caute, who assert that the 
ideological and cultural Cold War was absolute; instead the era of McCarthyism shows 
its limits.  This paper examines European dismay as American artists whose work was 
known throughout Western Europe was targeted by McCarthyite investigations, such 
as the playwright Arthur Miller.  It alos analyzes American cultural institutions that 
were beloved in Europe for bringing American culture across the Atlantic Ocean that 
were also subject to McCarthy’s attack, such as the America Houses and the Voice of 
America.  The McCarthy era linked the United States with the fascist regimes from 
which Europe had just recently been liberated.  This paper shows the paradoxical 
nature of the Cold War, where the United States wanted to win the hearts and minds of 
the European people, but its efforts were impeded due to domestic considerations that 
were deemed more important by the Eisenhower administration.   

!  

But you must understand, sir, that a person is either with this court or 
he must be counted against it, there will be no road between.  This is a 

sharp time, now, a precise time- we live no longer in the dusky 
afternoon when evil mixed itself with good and befuddled the world.  

Now, by God’s grace, the shining is up, and them that fear not light will 
surely praise it.  I hope you will be one of those.   1

 In Arthur Miller’s 1953 play, The Crucible, Massachusetts 
Deputy Governor Thomas Danforth declares to Francis Nurse that, in 
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the Salem Witch Trials, there were only two choices – good and bad, 
with God or the Devil. The Crucible paralleled the McCarthyite 
hearings of the early 1950s, in which Miller was called to defend 
himself against accusations that he was a communist. For Western 
Europeans, the hearings were reminiscent of a time not even a decade 
earlier when the Nazi courts, especially the People’s Court of Roland 
Friesler, demanded the same unquestioned obedience to the state as 
McCarthy or Danforth did. Arthur Miller’s play resonated in Western 
Europe. Philip Hope-Wallace, the arts critic for The Manchester 
Guardian, called The Crucible “a topical sermon,” stating that, “it is 
easy to imagine the play’s recent impact in America.”     2

 This essay will examine the Western European public’s reaction 
to McCarthyism and its impact on the Soviet-American cultural battle to 
become the dominant influence over Europe. In The Dancer Defects, 
historian and journalist David Caute asserted that the “‘total’ physical 
war practiced from 1939-1945 was followed by a ‘total’ ideological and 
cultural war between the victors.”  Cultural historian Jessica Gienow-3

Hecht stresses that, “Soviet and American policymakers realized that to 
‘win the minds of men’ in Europe, they needed to appeal more to their 
cultural than to their political identity.”  In response, both the American 4

and Soviet governments increased their budgets to unprecedented levels 
to better the other in the cultural arena.  The Soviet government argued 5

that its culture had a rich tradition, while American culture was non-
existent.  To be successful in the Cold War, the American government 6

had to fight this critique. In order to bring Europe under its sphere of 
influence, the United States had to showcase the appeals of American 
culture. This essay will take issue with Caute’s claim. Instead of “a 
‘total’ ideological and cultural war between the victors,” there was a 
limited one. Those limits were seen through McCarthyism, as 
Eisenhower was unwilling to act against McCarthy and his allies even 
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as he saw they were having a disastrous effect on American prestige in 
Europe that, ultimately, threatened to undermine a potential American 
victory over the Soviet Union in the cultural Cold War.  

Following the Second World War, there was a renewed fear of 
communist subversion in the United States. McCarthyism was the 
ideology which cultivated that fear and used it for political gain. It was 
a populist movement that became so domestically popular that the 
Eisenhower administration had trouble suppressing it, despite the 
administration’s distaste for the combative nature in which McCarthy 
and his allies conducted their investigations and hearings.  McCarthy 7

was so popular that even when he investigated one of the most revered 
institutions in America, the U.S. Army, he still had the support of one 
third of the American public.  Mark Landis, Joseph McCarthy’s 8

biographer, asserts that “McCarthyism represented a prime example of 
what would later come to be called ‘the irony of democracy’ – the view 
that the greatest threat to democracy in America lies not in usurpation of 
power by an elite, but rather in the political mobilization of the 
masses.”  Many Americans felt that McCarthy was the only government 9

official in Washington that sufficiently understood the threat that 
communism and communist subversion posed to the United States.   It 10

was this fervent popular support that led to the placation of McCarthy 
by the Eisenhower administration.     

McCarthyism targeted areas of culture that many Europeans 
thought should be beyond the policing of the state, such as literature, 
cinema, and visual arts. American culture was largely viewed at two 
venues in Western Europe – theatres and libraries. Content in both 
venues came under the microscope of McCarthyite forces, as they 
sought to police what was acceptable American culture and what was 
not. Western Europeans were disgusted by this, and this lead to the 
decline of American prestige in Western Europe. The American 
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government was acutely aware of this, yet still did not restrain 
McCarthyism: the domestic benefits of McCarthy overshadowed the 
American pursuit to best the Soviet Union in the Cold War’s culture 
clash. Thus, the cultural Cold War was a limited war as the United 
States placated McCarthyite elements in its own society at the expense 
of American prestige in Western Europe and a victory over the Soviet 
Union in the cultural war.  

 The reason the United States wanted to win the cultural war 
against the Soviet Union was so they could have influence over Western 
Europe.  Jessica Gienow-Hecht argues that America’s cultural war was 
dominated by a two-fold philosophy. The United States had to win a 
culture war against the Soviet Union and they also had to win a culture 
war over “the deeply rooted negative images of American 
civilization.”  In the eyes of Western Europeans, McCarthyism 11

reinforced those negative images of American civilization. They saw 
McCarthyism as a sign of America’s immaturity; instead of promoting 
culture, McCarthyism tried to suppress it. In the early 1950s, Western 
Europeans saw McCarthyism as the predominate image of America. At 
a time when America wanted to inspire Europe about the benefits of 
democracy, liberty and individuality, they were instead seen as a 
conformist state. Jacques Freymond, a professor of history at Université 
de Lausanne in the early 1950s, observed, “nonconformism has become 
tantamount to treason.”  In the eyes of Europeans, America, through 12

McCarthyism, had shown the early signs of a fascist state.  At a time 13

when the United States was trying to win over the hearts and minds of 
Europe, McCarthyism only reinforced the stereotype of America as 
uncultured.   

 Joseph McCarthy, a junior Senator from Wisconsin, did not start 
the anti-communism purge that is named after him. McCarthyism had 
its roots in the First Red Scare of the 1920s and the development of the 
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House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), an investigative 
committee of the House of Representatives that targeted groups and 
individuals that were thought to be associated or supportive of 
communism. It debuted in 1938 and became a permanent committee at 
the end of the Second World War. The HUAC was supported by 
Republicans and southern Democrats who asserted that the New Deal 
reforms of Franklin Delano Roosevelt showcased the communist 
elements rampant in the American government.  The committee later 14

targeted American culture, most notably the Hollywood Ten, who were 
film directors and screenwriters that were denounced as communists 
and subsequently blacklisted by the American film industry.  It was in 15

this anti-Communist atmosphere that McCarthy was elected in 1947. 
His rhetoric initially targeted civil servants in the State Department, in 
an attempt to ensure that there were no communists in one of the 
government’s most important branches. For instance, in his 1950 speech 
in Wheeling, West Virginia, he declared that he knew of 205 known 
communists in the State Department.  McCarthy exerted his most 16

influence as the chairman of the Permanent Subcommittee of 
Investigations (PSI). The PSI was founded in the 19th century to 
investigate an American Army defeat against Aboriginal tribes on the 
Ohio frontier.  The PSI became the governmental body to hold 17

hearings on the topic of the moment that attracted the American public’s 
attention, from the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor to the treason of 
General James Wilkinson.  During the late 1940s and the early 1950s, 18

it was fear of communism that engrossed the American consciousness.  
McCarthy used his chairmanship to showcase himself as a political 
force with fiery interrogations of suspected communists that were 
broadcast on national television.  Initially McCarthy focused PSI 19

hearings on suspected communists in the State Department, but the PSI 
soon reached an impasse as Alger Hiss was found to be the only 
employee of the State Department that was a communist sympathizer.   20
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Other aspects of American society soon became the targets of 
McCarthyite investigation, including American culture.  McCarthy and 
his aides were given the role of cultural monitors and were able to 
define legitimate and illegitimate American culture by requiring artists 
to pass a citizenship test to prove their loyalty to the United States.  21

McCarthy was more concerned with those disseminating American 
culture in Europe than the artists themselves: he investigated 
institutions, rather than the artists that they were showcasing. HUAC 
was the investigative body charged with investigating individual artists 
and their ties to communism.   22

 Initially, Western Europe viewed McCarthyism at a distance. It 
was seen as troubling, but it was an American issue that did not threaten 
any European institutions. In Britain, McCarthyism represented the errs 
of the American political system. Walter Sherman Gifford, the U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Kingdom, asserted that the British people 
were concerned with the level of support that McCarthy’s witch-hunts 
had with the American public.  That thought was only strengthened in 23

1952 when Senator McCarthy was re-elected to the Senate and the 
Republicans took over the White House.  The British public was also 24

maddened by the continued refusal of the Eisenhower administration to 
curtail the influence of the Senator from Wisconsin. This was 
particularly irritating for the British as Eisenhower was well-liked.  He 25

was the individual that helped liberate Europe from its fascist occupiers, 
as the Supreme Allied Commander in Europe during the Second World 
War. It was puzzling for Western Europeans to understand how 
Eisenhower could standby and fail to curtail McCarthy’s perceived 
fascist tactics, even though he knew first-hand the dangers of fascism.  
Every time that Eisenhower failed to restrain McCarthy, the British 
public interpreted it as a personal triumph for the Senator and showed 
how much power he had over the American government. T.W. Garvey 
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of Britain’s Foreign Office tried to dissuade the notion of McCarthy’s 
power over Eisenhower by arguing that McCarthy was powerful 
because of his popularity with the American public. These arguments 
fell on deaf ears.  The British public continued to think that McCarthy 26

held influence over the Eisenhower administration.    27

The United States faced a similar problem in France and 
Germany. High-ranking officials in the State Department observed that 
McCarthy was seen as an equal to Eisenhower in the French Press. 
They remarked that American prestige in France was strengthened 
through Eisenhower’s position in the American government, but 
weakened through McCarthy’s.  Thus, if the status quo remained and 28

McCarthy was viewed by Europeans to have a commanding role in the 
American government, American prestige would suffer. This was also 
evident in Germany, where James B. Conant, the American High 
Commissioner, asserted that every time Eisenhower failed to control 
McCarthy it was viewed by Germans as disorderly, which in Germany 
was associated with revolutionary elements.  Conant explained that is 29

why there was “frequent attempts to equate Senator McCarthy with an 
incipient Hitler.”  As Western Europeans equated McCarthy’s tactics to 30

that of a fascist, combined with the perception that he held an influential 
position in the Eisenhower administration, France, Britain and West 
Germany were weary of falling under the American sphere of influence.         

It was that feeling of revulsion to McCarthyism that was 
encapsulated in the British admiration for Arthur Miller’s The Crucible.  
In London’s Royal Court Theatre, a production of The Crucible was met 
with excitement. When the play ended, the audience leapt to their feet in 
applause not just for the artistic achievement of the production, but also 
as screenwriter Louis Marks observed, “applauding Miller as a 
champion of sanity against the anticommunist hysteria [Britons] felt 
was gripping America and that might spill across the Atlantic.”  It was 31
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that fear of McCarthyism coming to Europe that produced the most 
fervent sentiments of anti-Americanism. As McCarthy and his allies 
encroached upon Europe, especially against cultural institutions, the 
more McCarthyism led to the decline of American prestige in the eyes 
of Western Europeans.  

In 1953, a performance of The Crucible took place in Belgium 
and Miller was invited on behalf of a Belgian-American business group 
to attend.   However, Miller was stripped of his passport and cited as a 32

security risk by the U.S. Passport Office.  Other artists had similar 33

experiences: those who were suspected of being disloyal Americans had 
to be approved by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before the 
Passport Office could issue their visas.  The FBI used the protection of 34

time to keep American artists away from foreign countries. Artists 
applied for passports or visas so they could attend a foreign show or 
conference, and the FBI would delay their approval until after they had 
intended to go.  In most cases, the artist would cancel their participation 
in the foreign event to avoid embarrassment.  Miller did the same and 35

reneged on his acceptance of the invitation to watch the Belgian 
performance of The Crucible.  This only hurt America’s image as the 36

play still went on with the same critique of witch-hunts, and it was a 
rousing success with “prolonged applause,”  in which even the 37

American Ambassador to Belgium participated. It gave the United 
States a poor image that they were depriving their artists the chance to 
watch their plays in Europe. In 1956, Miller had once again tried to 
travel to Europe to assist with a play and celebrate his honeymoon with 
his new wife, Marilyn Monroe. However, his passport was never 
reinstated, since its invalidation by the Passport Office in 1953.  38

Alistair Cooke, the American correspondent for The Manchester 
Guardian, profiled the American government’s stripping of Miller’s 
passport in a front-page story that appeared in the newspaper on June 
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29, 1956.  Cooke highlighted that numerous Federal and district judges 39

had ruled that all American citizens have the right to travel abroad 
freely if they were not charged with a crime.  Miller was charged with 40

a crime – contempt of Congress for obstructing Congressional 
investigations into communists. However, there would not have been 
much sympathy from the British reader of the report as they learned that 
Miller was charged for contempt for refusing to ‘name names.’ In front 
of the HUAC, Miller declared that he would “tell anything about 
[himself], but [he could] not take responsibility for another human 
being.”  Miller was taking the step that his close friend, director Elia 41

Kazan, did not. Kazan named known communists in front of the HUAC 
to save his livelihood in 1952, the event on which The Crucible is 
based.  Since, Kazan was willing to oust his peers that he had known to 42

be communists, he was spared from a contempt of Congress charge. In 
Arthur Miller’s words, the stripping of his passport did not harm him, 
but “it harmed the country” as Miller did not need “any foreign 
relations.”   It was the United States that was trying to win the culture 43

war against the Soviet Union, not Arthur Miller. Persecuting treasured 
artists was counterintuitive to that victory.            

The persecution of Miller that inspired The Crucible gave the 
Soviet Union an opportunity to attack the reputation of America in 
Europe. The French philosopher and writer, Jean-Paul Sartre adapted 
Miller’s play for screen. Sartre, who had briefly become disillusioned 
with the Soviet Union in the later 1940s, reconciled with the Soviet 
government in 1951 and 1952.  This period was the zenith of the Cold 44

War, and coincided with the rising popularity of McCarthyism in the 
United States.  In Sartre’s screenplay, class conflict was emphasized and 
critiqued the Protestant desire for “sex, money and power.”  Sartre’s 45

screenplay was condensed and directed by Raymond Rouleau and the 
film was released in 1957 and was seen throughout Europe.  The 46
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American persecution of Miller allowed the playwright to refurbish his 
image in the Soviet Union. His initial productions in the Soviet Union 
in 1949 were received with mixed reviews, as the Soviet art critic Ia. 
Grinvald of Moskovskii bol’shevik critiqued Miller’s 1947 play, All My 
Sons, for not: 

Show[ing] the America which is opposed to peace and 
democracy.  … [The play does not show] the America of 
Truman, Marshall, Baruch, the imperialist, fascist America 
striving for limitless expansion in the whole world.’ 
Instead [the play shows] … provincial America absorbed 
in petty philistine concerns and irrelevant family 
conflicts.    47

In other words, for Soviet reviewers, Miller was not critical enough of 
the American way of life. After Miller wrote on the witch-hunts of 
McCarthyism and testified in front of the HUAC in 1956, he was 
granted a second chance to win over Soviet audiences when the Pushkin 
Theatre in Leningrad put on a production of his 1949 play, Death of a 
Salesman.  Miller’s play, on the hardships of the American dream, was 
received more enthusiastically by Soviet critics than his productions in 
1949. Even though the critics still thought that Miller was too connected 
to bourgeoisie ideals, the play was applauded for showing that “‘human 
life does not have the slightest value for [capitalism]’.”  The 48

persecution of Miller allowed for the playwright to be reintroduced to 
the Soviet Union, and plays that were previously ignored where 
repurposed for Soviet propagandist gains. The McCarthyite attacks on 
artists like Arthur Miller helped to foster the loss of American prestige 
in Europe. That loss of American prestige was only furthered as 
McCarthy and his allies started to target institutions that spread 
American culture into Europe.                                                            
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 One institution that came under the microscope of McCarthyite 
forces was the America Houses (Amerika Haus) of Europe, mostly in 
Germany.  The America House was a venue to advertise the triumphs of 
American culture. It was founded by American soldiers in 1945 and 
continued to operate throughout the Cold War. The most important 
aspect of the America Houses was the reading room and library that 
highlighted America’s intellectual achievements. This was of critical 
importance in Germany, as the American government knew that 
German cultural life was dominated by print. It was thought that printed 
material was of higher value than other forms of culture.  Through the 49

library Germans were introduced to American writers such as Ernest 
Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald and William Faulkner, but equally 
important for Germans, they were reintroduced to German authors that 
had been banned by the Nazis.  The America Houses also contained 50

American film, music, paintings and other cultural works.  

 Since the printed word was so important, there was great moral 
revulsion when the America Houses came under McCarthyite 
investigation. The America Houses were originally founded in order to 
reeducate the German people and free them from Nazi ideology.  
However, as the Cold War commenced, the America Houses took on a 
propagandist role in order to defeat communism in Europe.  In 1949, 51

control of the America Houses was transferred from the purview of the 
U.S. Army to the State Department, along with all non-military 
institutions.  McCarthy wondered how the State Department, under 52

Secretary of State Dean Acheson, “thought they were fighting 
Communism by purchasing, distributing, and placing the U.S. stamp of 
approval on a vast number of well known Communist authors.”  Roy 53

Cohn and G. David Schine, two of McCarthy’s most trusted aides, were 
dispatched to Europe to investigate the libraries of the America Houses, 
and to remove books whose contents were pro-communist or written by 
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pro-communist authors.  Their investigation ultimately resulted in the 54

removal of 30,000 books from the libraries’ 2 million book collection.   55

The majority of the books chosen were written by authors that were 
either communist or had left-leaning sympathies. The banned books 
included the works of Jean-Paul Sartre and Dashiell Hammett, a self-
declared communist crime writer.  Some of the banned writers were 56

less communist and more left of centre, such as John Steinbeck, 
Howard Fast and Albert Einstein.  Secretary of State Acheson choose 57

to include those books in the America Houses to give the library a more 
neutral tone, so it was not seen as an overplayed American propaganda 
tool.  The subsequent banning of the books increased German 58

resentment of America; prior to the McCarthyite raid they had viewed 
the America Houses quite favourably as places where they could 
reconnect with previously banned books free of charge. The America 
House situation was a prime example of one of the key paradoxes of the 
Cold War.  When Eisenhower was told by his aides that “McCarthy was 
doing more to poison America’s reputation abroad than any single issue, 
he still refused to speak or act [against the Senator].”  The American 59

government set up the America Houses to win over the German people, 
and highlight the exploits of American culture, and in doing so, it was 
quite successful. However, McCarthyite raids erased all the goodwill 
that American had built and the President did not act in the face of 
declining prestige.  

Furthermore, workers removed books that even Cohn and 
Schine did not find to be morally offensive or sympathetic to 
communism. However, they were removed because there was a fear 
among America House employees that if the books were not removed, 
those workers would be the next targets of a McCarthyite raid.  West 60

Europeans found the McCarthyite attacks on the libraries of the 
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American Houses to be “ridiculous and childish,”  and contributed to 61

the decline of American prestige in Europe.          

 Cohn and Schine also questioned what the America Houses’ 
objectives should be. In a conversation with C. Douglas Dillon, the 
United States ambassador to France, Cohn and Schine asserted that the 
“fundamental and primary purpose”  of the America Houses should 62

only be to fight communism, rather than merely a venue in which to 
showcase American culture in a positive light. This was demonstrated 
by Cohn’s indignation that there were no anti-communist magazines of 
the over 500 magazines that the America House libraries stocked.  The 63

nature of anti-communist magazines was ambiguous: when a reporter 
from Time magazine asked why Time was not considered anti-
communist (it was in the America House libraries), Cohn did not 
respond.  This threatened the libraries of the America Houses, as the 64

librarians were unsure what literature would placate McCarthy aides, 
since there was great confusion on what was considered an anti-
communist publication.    

 The investigation into the America Houses left a particular 
distaste in Western Europe for McCarthyism. McCarthyism was already 
thought to be a precursor to American fascism; this point was only 
emphasized with the removal of books. Some of the books that were 
removed from the libraries of the America Houses were the same books 
that were burned by the German Student Union during Nazi rule.  65

Further linking the banning of the books to the Nazi period, some 
workers in the America Houses decided to burn the books that Cohn and 
Schine decided were pro-communist.  Illustrating the European idea 66

that McCarthyism was reminiscent of Nazi Germany, a normally pro-
American British newspaper had the headline, “Fuhrer McCarthy” over 
an article on the Wisconsin Senator.          67
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 Another institution that was investigated was the Voice of 
America (VOA).  The VOA was the State Department foreign broadcast 
service, which was founded in 1942. In its early years, the VOA was 
going through a period of internal debate over whether it should be a 
more neutral, newsgathering tool like the British Broadcasting 
Company or a propagandist vehicle for the United States.  Its ultimate 68

goal was to champion the image of America around the world.  Much 69

like the America House libraries, McCarthyites wanted it to be an 
institution dedicated to fighting communism, rather than spreading 
American culture. The VOA was one of the key disseminators of 
American news and music.  One of its most famous programs was ‘Jazz 
Club USA’, which was hosted by Leonard Feather. David Caute shows 
how the VOA was used in the cultural war, linking it to the title of a 
New York Journal American article, “Let Hot Jazz Melt Joe’s Iron 
Curtain.”  In other words, allowing American music to serve as a way 70

to forward an American victory in the Cold War. Just like with the 
America House libraries, McCarthy had Cohn and Schine investigate 
the VOA. The VOA was considered a subversive threat to the United 
States because it employed a large number of foreigners, since multiple 
languages were used to disseminate the broadcast.  Foreign-born 71

employees of the State Department were under constant scrutiny, as 
there was questions on whether they were loyal to the country in which 
they lived or the country of their birth. If McCarthyite forces could not 
ensure that VOA employees were sympathetic to communism or not, 
the broadcast service could not be utilized as McCarthy wanted it, as an 
institution to fight communism. To fight communism, it needed to be 
staffed by fervent anti-communists.           

 The VOA investigations were the first time that McCarthy’s 
hearings were televised. The world was able to see the combative nature 
of the McCarthyite witch-hunts. The investigations were described as 
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“pillory by television”  as well-spoken civil servants defended 72

themselves against constant attacks. The television furthered the view in 
European eyes that McCarthy’s tactics of investigation were 
“abusive.”  McCarthy had the same fiery outbursts that were linked to 73

Roland Friesler’s People’s Court of Nazi Germany, further highlighting 
the perceived fascist links to McCarthy’s investigations.   

Just like the attacks on the libraries, the decision to censor the 
VOA was particularly infuriating to the Germans. The German 
newspaper, Frankfurter Rundschau, asserted that Germans know what 
freedom of opinion means from bitter experience – but also through 
those people whom McCarthy … attacks.”   The censorship led to a 74

declining opinion not only of the American political system, but also of 
the American population, which willingly supported McCarthy. By this 
time, Americans had voted McCarthy seventh in a Gallup poll of the 
most admired men in America.  The report in Frankfurter Rundschau 75

explained that this caused German “Listeners of the Voice of America 
… to [shake] with laughter upon learning that of all people Americans 
seized on the idea [of censorship].”  The domestic popularity of 76

McCarthy led to questioning of whether Western European countries 
wanted to be under the American sphere of influence, as they thought 
that America might soon be controlled by the same fascist elements that 
had led to the Second World War.                  

Cohn and Schine also targeted leaders of the VOA who were 
thought to have communist sympathies. The Manchester Guardian 
reported on Cohn and Schine’s investigation into Theodore Kaghan, the 
American Deputy Chief of Public Relations in Germany.  The 77

Guardian highlighted that McCarthy claimed that he “‘took an 
extremely serious view of the matter,’” which the correspondent took to 
mean as, “Senator McCarthy intends to hound the suspected man out of 
American government service and out of Germany.”  The investigation 78
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of the VOA leadership and workers did not discover any known 
communists, but the VOA’s deputy was forced to resign due to a paper 
he had written in university, over twenty years previous, being 
considered pro-communist.  The paper was a critique of the Columbia 79

University football team being “‘a semi-professional racket’ that only 
existed so the university could rake in ticket sales and please hard-
drinking alumni.”  McCarthy inferred that the paper contained an anti-80

capitalist tone and forced his resignation. Even though the investigation 
failed to uncover any communists, there were a number of employees 
that were pushed out, including one VOA employee who committed 
suicide.    81

News of conflict between the staff of the VOA and the State 
Department received ample press coverage in The Manchester 
Guardian. One VOA staff member was quoted as saying the State 
Department had a “‘spineless failure to stand by its own staff.’ … which 
allows men like McCarthy … to spread their slanders however often 
they are proved wrong.”  The discord produced by the McCarthy 82

investigations was playing out for the European public to read.  
Increasingly, these public displays of intra-American combativeness led 
to further decline of American prestige, especially for those Europeans 
who were great admirers of the cultural programs that the VOA 
produced. Not only did Britons question the American political system 
that could allow McCarthy to rise to such heights, they also questioned 
the authority of the President, who did nothing to stop him, which led 
many to believe that Eisenhower was “cowardly.”  For many Britons, 83

there was a pervasive question that McCarthyism elicited of whether the 
United States was the right country to lead the fight against communism 
and be the leader of the Western world.            84

 The attack on institutions that promoted American culture led to 
a continued decline of American prestige. Part of the failure could be 
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seen in a willful ignorance that the Eisenhower administration chose to 
hold. The State Department produced countless reports on American 
prestige abroad, mostly from American diplomats stationed in Western 
Europe. All these reports pointed to McCarthyism as the reason for the 
decline in American prestige. However, those in the highest position of 
the administration did not accept the findings. During a National 
Security Council meeting, Richard Nixon, the U.S. Vice-President, 
conceded that America had lost prestige abroad, but he refused to accept 
that McCarthyism was the main reason for the decline.  However, there 85

were those who were part of the President’s inner circle that disagreed.  
Charles Douglas Jackson, Special Assistant to the President, asserted 
that if a Psychological Strategy Board was called, it would show that 
McCarthyism was the main reason for the declining reputation of 
America in Europe.    86

Out of that meeting a Psychological Strategy Board was called 
to firmly establish what was causing the decline of American prestige in 
Europe. The report asserted that Europeans justified their negative 
opinion towards the United States because of McCarthyism, which they 
consistently linked to fascism. It outlined that Europeans know that 
Adolf Hitler only received three percent of the German vote in 1928 and 
became Chancellor only five years later. This was particular alarming 
for Europeans when they saw that McCarthy polled favourably with a 
third of American voters and a fifth of American voters that were polled 
were intensely favourable to the Senator from Wisconsin.  Thus, in 87

1953 McCarthy was far more popular than Hitler was five year prior to 
winning a democratic election for the Reich Chancellery. Europeans 
were frightened that such high support among the American electorate 
for McCarthy meant that he had a chance to become President and 
forward his perceived fascist objectives.       
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When the National Security Council met to discuss the report on 
October 1, 1953, it was dismissed as being too pessimistic, thus its 
characterization of McCarthyism could not be taken as fact. President 
Eisenhower asserted that those who helped with the report from the 
State Department were all New Dealers who were appointees of Truman 
and Acheson, and their idea of fostering American prestige was to “hand 
out money.”  With that in mind, Eisenhower proclaimed that the report 88

was too biased to be taken seriously and there should be an attempt by 
those in the State Department loyal to the Eisenhower administration, to 
find and remove the “traitors” in their midst.  Thus, presented with an 89

intricate report on the effects McCarthyism had on American prestige 
abroad, the highest-ranking officials in the Eisenhower administration, 
including the President himself, refused to act. The evidence of the 
report was thorough, detailing every Western European country of 
geopolitical importance and why they had a declining view of America.  
Nonetheless, McCarthy would only be halted due to domestic 
considerations. Since the objectives of McCarthy, Eisenhower and John 
Foster Dulles were aligned, his chaotic investigations were allowed to 
continue despite widespread decline of America’s reputation among 
Western Europeans. It was only with misalignment of McCarthy’s 90

objectives with that of the White House that led to his censure, and that 
misalignment was seen during the Army-McCarthy hearings. In the end, 
McCarthyism was not being censured, but McCarthy’s disruptive tactics 
were.                                91

 McCarthyism attacked artists and cultural institutions that 
highlighted American cultural exploits during a culture war with the 
Soviet Union. These attacks establish the paradoxical elements of the 
Cold War.  On one hand, America wanted its culture to be showcased in 
Europe so it could be seen as culturally superior to the Soviet Union.  
On the other hand, McCarthy and his allies were allowed to attack these 
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same institutions without being thwarted by the Eisenhower 
administration. The White House turned a blind eye to McCarthy, as he 
was domestically popular, even though he was globally hated.  It had 
near disastrous consequences as during the time that cultivating a strong 
view of America in Europe was most coveted, Eisenhower and his aides 
let that view disintegrate. Arthur Miller is one example of the artists that 
the United States undervalued in pursuit of a cultural war victory.  His 
plays were loved in Europe, but the treatment he received from the 
American government was counterproductive, as it alienated Western 
Europeans. It showed that American culture was being curtailed by the 
American government and was not allowed to foster free from political 
policing.Similar trends were observed in the institutions that 
disseminated American culture, like the America House libraries and the 
VOA. These institutions gained much favour because they brought 
material to Europe that was loved, such as American and German 
literature and the jazz radio programs on the VOA. However, all the 
goodwill was squandered with the McCarthyite attacks on the 
institutions. For America, the cultural war was not a ‘total war’ as David 
Caute asserts, but it was limited. If it was a ‘total war’, there would 
have been a vastly different approach to the handling of McCarthyism 
by the American government.  
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No Gods, No Masters, No Norms? 

Anarchism amongst French Homosexuals & its Thematic 
Relevance to the Cold War 

 Craig Muncaster 

Homosexual populations across the Western world were alienated by the two 
ideologies that dominated the latter twentieth century.  During the Cold War, where 
this tension with the liberal and communist hegemons reached a breaking point, some 
members of the homosexual communities turned to an ideology of anarchism to eke 
out their own means of achieving the good life.  This essay explores the historical 
ramifications of the attempt by French homosexuals specifically to find a viable third 
way in a hostile bipolar world, in both theory and practice.  This task is accomplished 
through an analysis of evidence contemporary to the time including works of theory 
and ideologically-oriented journals, as well as an inquiry into the secondary literature.  
While many of this movement’s theorists and adherents had noble aspirations of 
unfettered freedom and a desire for inclusivity, French homosexual anarchism was still 
plagued by existing prejudices in multiple ways.  Passively, French homosexuals 
became members of the larger anarchist community of thought and while doing so did 
little to combat the misogyny that persisted therein since the previous century.  
Actively, heterosexual gender norms were mapped onto homosexual relations and thus 
existing inequalities persisted in the praxis of the new ideology.  This inability to shirk 
the iniquitous natures of the existing Cold War ideologies was then thematically 
mirrored in the failures of the Non-Aligned Movement to do the same.  French 
homosexual anarchism failed to bring about a fairer and more just society and as 
history shows, the Cold War continued on essentially unhindered. 

!  

In May of 1968, Paris erupted into a cacophony of tear gas 
grenades sailing through the air and burning cars crackling in the 
boulevards as nearly thirty thousand students took to the streets in 
violent revolt amidst the sensuous world of cobblestone barricades, 
police truncheons, and burning rubber. When all was said and done, 367 
were left injured, marking the most violent day amongst the 
cosmopolitan sights and sounds of the Parisian backdrop since the city 
was liberated during the Second World War.  The initial occupation of 1
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the Sorbonne would spiral into a series of additional occupations and 
wildcat strikes, eventually mobilizing a vast proportion of the entire 
French population.  This militant “New Left” sought to reveal the 2

oppressive nature of society, not just in France but along international 
lines, and thus rejected the shibboleths of the established liberal Left 
and of orthodox communism in a frenzy of new modes of thought.   3

Who specifically filled the ranks of these disaffected workers and youth, 
and from where or whom did they draw their ideological motivations 
and convictions? In part, it was France’s bipartite persecution of gays 
and lesbians that spurred the New Left in its ostentatious rejection of the 
status quo. The events which shook the French state to its core in the 
late ‘60s are typically framed in matters of economics and class, as is 
typical to rather reductionist materialism-based understandings, but it 
must be acknowledged that there was a serious gender and sexual-
orientation component as well to the quasi-revolutionary actions. That 
both dominant organizational options of the time were homophobic in 
ideology and in practice furnished a marginalized subset of the French 
population with the desire to create its own path, which culminated in 
the rise of a new queer anarchism. Emerging in the early Cold War 
period, queer anarchism extolled a collection of tenets and beliefs which 
shirked the bipolarity of the capitalist-communist ideological conflict 
symbolic of the time and represented a less exploitative and 
inegalitarian means of socio-political organization.Despite these 
guiding principles borne of good faith, the movement would ultimately 
fail to break free from the vice-like grasp of ingrained gender norms and 
its fading into ideological “antiquity” marked another point along the 
process of entrenchment of gender normative organization characteristic 
of much of the Cold War. Core to this ideology of queer anarchism was 
the wholesale rejection of vertical and horizontal inequality as it existed 
in French society, an imperative clearly at odds with the ruling liberal 
bourgeois class whose post-liberation dictates were still haunted by the 
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spectre of Vichy fascism; though it was also an act more implicitly 
contrary to the beliefs held closely by those subalterns influenced by 
Marxist-Leninist vanguardism. Despite these noble aspirations, French 
anarchists mapped traditional gender norms onto contemporary 
homosexual relations by varying means and degrees, including 
submissive/dominant power dynamics and male-centric discourse. The 
rejection of the ideological dichotomy of the Cold War by the French 
queer anarchists closely resembles the later break from bipolar politics 
exercised by the Non-aligned Movement of the 1960s and the former’s 
failure to achieve its goals can be thematically transposed onto the 
latter’s ineffectuality to come to novel conclusions regarding the 
conception of the “third way” in the second half of the twentieth 
century.               

 The ideology of anarchism is a rather esoteric thing, certainly 
when held in contrast with the organizational structures of capitalism 
and communism.  There are no anarchist “governments” issuing dictates 
and implementing legislation; therefore there are no real “official” 
documents to work from.  One cannot go down to the state archive and 
requisition to see all anarchical policy statements given on the economy 
from 1945 to 1968 for instance. More theoretically-oriented sources 
must be approached if one is to gain an appreciation of how anarchists 
viewed their own political structuring and development, both 
contemporary and future. Individual facets of everyday life such as 
cultural mores, economics factors, social positioning, et cetera, all come 
together in a historical collision to instruct theoreticians and ideologues 
in how they should frame their pursuits of the “good life.” The intent 
then is to deconstruct theoretical works into their constituent historical 
contexts. To this end, a series of academic monologues and period 
journal articles will come under analysis; from both prolific and 
backgrounded authors. Even these pieces are often fragmented and 
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contain a high degree of variance in content however.  Nonetheless, 4

rather than the elaboration of political theory through a study of history, 
the reverse will be performed; a holistic historical cross-section will be 
crafted from a collection of connected though divergent ideological 
data-points. To touch on the various spheres of modern life, personal 
accounts will be used to corroborate the public with the private. An 
encompassing, though brief relative to the scope of the topic, 
description will be created of what anarchism was conceived as in 
France during the Cold War and what it meant to France’s homosexuals.         

Before one can approach the implications of queer anarchism in 
France however, it is imperative that one first understand the context of 
its emergence. In terms of the French state’s historical process of 
alienating queer communities, one need not bother to look at the 
theoretical frameworks underpinning the juridical structures of 
inequality. Rather, as the governing apparatus, the policy 
implementations speak for themselves and are alone enough to indict 
those sitting in the National Assembly in Paris on the “charges” of 
homophobia, so to speak. In order to accomplish this prosecution, the 
historical clock must be wound back far beyond the end of the Second 
World War and the Allied victory, to the nineteenth century and 
Napoleonic France. Though the French Penal Code of 1810 may have 
intensified the punishment of some crimes through the reintroduction of 
life imprisonment et cetera, for the purposes of this paper it is an 
important data-point as it was an egalitarian document which did not 
discriminate along the lines of sexual orientation or gender. Of 
particular interest here is Article 334 of Section IV, as this line was later 
mobilized against French homosexuals. Its original form reads as 
follows:  

334. Whoever shall have attacked morals, by exciting, 
favouring, or facilitating, habitually, debauchery or 
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corruption in the youth of both sexes, under the age of 
twenty-one years, shall be punished with an imprisonment 
of from six months to two years, and a fine of from 50 to 
500 francs. 

If the prostitution or corruption has been excited, 
favoured, and facilitated by their fathers, mothers, 
guardians, or other persons entrusted with their 
superintendence, the penalty shall be an imprisonment of 
from two to five years, and a fine of from 300 to 1,000 
francs.   5

No exception or specific penalty is enumerated for those cases where an 
individual “corrupts” the youth of a same sex, regardless of parental 
origin as well. This even-handedness changed on 6 August, 1942 at the 
hand of Pétain and the fascist collaborators of the Vichy government 
when the maximum sentence was increased from two to three years for 
those caught in a relationship with an underage individual of the same 
sex.   Beyond this not altogether enormously prejudicial sentencing, the 6

act in question was also more troublingly codified as “shameful or 
unnatural,” returning French jurisprudence back into the realm of 
theological debate regarding the sinfulness of homosexuality.  This new 7

homophobic morality would not have been exceedingly problematic had 
it exited with the Vichy regime after the liberation of France, but this 
was not to be the case. De Gaulle’s provisional government issued a 
distinct reaffirmation of existing fascist policy regarding homosexuality 
on 8 February 1945, though naturally not emphasizing these ideological 
origins, where it was stated that the core principle of the 1942 reform 
“cannot be criticized.”  Whether or not homosexuality was truly 8

criminalized is beside the point. There was a clear motive emanating 
from the state apparatus to identify the homosexual as the other, as 
deserving of more punishment than the heterosexual us.   
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This bifurcation was brought to a head in 1960, when the 
infamous “Mirguet Amendment” took the latent homophobia of the 
French state to an extreme, carrying on the process of oppression and 
exclusion to its logical endpoint. Mirguet called for a true carte blanche 
in his struggle with the “scourge” of homosexuality.  He proposed a 9

new paragraph in Sub-amendment 9 of Amendment 8 of the Committee 
on Cultural Affairs allowing for “[t]outes mesures propres à lutter 
contre l’homosexualité.”  It is important to make note that the sub-10

amendment was voted on and passed by the National Assembly.  This 11

fact is imperative as it grounds the contents of Mirguet’s proposal in the 
realm of legal reification and actualization. The beliefs and measures 
contained therein are not the ramblings of a socio-political outlier who 
possessed no clout or sway with the governing climate of the time. The 
laughter transcribed in the document is not borne out of pity for the 
absurdity of an ideological hardliner. Rather, he had the support of 
elected members of the state apparatus behind him when he called for 
the greater persecution of the homosexual population in France; the 
argument was so final as to appear moot and elicit appropriate laughter. 
This was a capstone piece in the entrenchment of French homophobia.  
It demonstrates the apex of the French state’s veritable war on 
homosexuality, at least in a legal sense, as it is rather difficult to 
requisition or expend more resources than “all” those that the 
government possesses. It is a cultural milestone, a point not necessarily 
of no return but, from the perspective of the French homosexual 
population at least, a point where drastic change became necessary.  

A situation of intense structural homophobia was not restricted 
however to the French state apparatus alone amongst the former Allied 
powers.  Much of the Western world and its governments were marred 
by their often internally contradictory persecution and fear of 
homosexuals.  he Nazi-originated sodomy statute of 1935 was upheld 
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by the epitome of the West German judicial hierarchy in 1957.  Such a 12

persistence of the spectre of fascism is quite similar to the French case, 
though perhaps even more disturbing as its reaffirmation came more 
than a decade after the fall of Hitler’s empire, pointing to even more 
longevity of fascist beliefs amongst the German state. The defection of 
Guy Burgess to the Soviet bloc gave the British state all the ammunition 
it needed in order to label homosexuals as traitors and the suicide of the 
heroic Second World War cryptographer Alan Turing demonstrated the 
lengths state-sponsored homophobia would go in persecuting the other 
regardless of merits and accomplishments.  The situation in the United 13

States was little different, with the “Lavender Scare” and its 
preoccupation with a malicious homosexual infiltration of the State 
Department.  The relative universality of Western homophobia shows 14

that state persecution alone is not enough to explain the rather unique 
emergence of the ideology of anarchism amongst French homosexuals 
in the 1950s and ‘60s. The catalyst exists in the fact that the ideology 
most readily available to overthrow the “bourgeois” state too was 
fundamentally homophobic in belief. France rather consistently teetered 
on the brink of Marxist/communist revolution after the Second World 
War and a further examination of the tenets of this oppositional 
ideology is necessary to understand the true alienation felt by the 
homosexuals of France within the dichotomous organization of Cold 
War power and thought.  

A less empiricist approach must be taken to understand the 
structural nature of Marxist homophobia.  This is due to the fact that its 
ideologues never constituted the ruling elite in France and thus did not 
truly furnish any laws or legislation. As Marx said himself, the ruling 
ideas are those of the ruling class.  As has been shown however, these 15

ruling ideas were themselves homophobic. Nonetheless, it is important 
to understand that homosexuals held no place of belonging anywhere in 
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the Cold War ideological dichotomy. To this end, Marxist 
discriminatory proclivities must be understood through a more 
theoretical account, though with the understanding that these prejudices 
most likely would have been put into practice had the Marxists been 
able to finally seize the Parisian seat of power.  Such an assumption is 
not particularly dangerous to make, considering the rampant 
homophobia as well as homosexual-on-homosexual violence, which 
was spurred on by a desire for personal secrecy, which existed just 
below the white-washed rhetorical veneer of the Soviet Union.  For 16

several reasons, homosexuality did not make sense or was denigrated 
within a Marxist conception of the world. The most prominent of which 
was its base “unproductivity.” Homosexuals, by their very definition, 
are unable to reproduce on their own; only the heterosexual union may 
bear offspring.  It does not take a veteran scholar of Marx and Engels to 
understand that productivity and “objective” materialism lay at the very 
core of their ideological system. The very basis of communism as it was 
conceived by Marx was the cessation of exploitation and subsequently 
the beginning of truly unfettered and unalienated production.  Being 17

fruitless in the material sense, same-sex sexual relations had no place 
within this ideological framework.  Like homosexuality, some brands of 
socialism and communism opposed contraception and masturbation 
along the same lines of it being “’unproductive’ sexuality.”  Marx 18

effectively placed heterosexual couples within a privileged sexual-
orientation “class,” with all the contradictory baggage which ensues 
with such a transgression of held beliefs.  

“Privileged” was mobilized alongside “unproductive” when 
Marxists spoke of homosexuals. Homosexuals were labelled as 
“decadent” and “belonging to the privileged sections of (white/upper 
class) society.”  The relationship is clear here; if homosexuals did not 19

directly produce anything, then that means that they are constituents of 
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the bourgeoisie and in turn dialectical enemies of the worker. 
Homosexuality was often conflated with the “emasculated degeneracy 
and moral turpitude of the aristocracy and haute bourgeoisie,” when 
contrasted against the “’manly’ vigor and putative purity of the 
working-class.”  Various ideas of what constituted the “masculine” and 20

the “virtuous” all come to the fore when one entered into a dialogue 
about homosexuality; this is as true in the contemporary world as it was 
when Marxism was still seen as a viable alternative to liberal 
democracy and capitalism (or their precursors). These normative 
discussions are not the intended target of analysis here however; it is 
suffice to say that homosexuals did not exist on the accepted side of 
what was believed to be the moral “right” or good vis-à-vis base 
Marxism. No matter how far a particular historical offshoot of 
communism or radical socialism deviated from the original tenets of 
Marx and Engels, it was exceedingly difficult to shirk the underlying 
assumptions which, intentionally or not, marginalized homosexuals.  
What is Marxism without theories of material productivity after all? Or 
class conflict between the producers and those who reap the fruits of 
this production? When it is realized that a conception of the socialist 
utopian project predicted the disappearance of homosexuality altogether 
due to such relations being “an outdated remnant of oppressive vice and 
social malaise,” one sees a damning enough piece of evidence regarding 
the homophobic orientation of the political Left.  This indictment is 21

made all the more substantial by the fact that this prejudiced belief 
survived well beyond the days of Marx and Engels into the modern 
socialist spheres of thought.  The attacks need not be directed against 22

French homosexuals specifically; much like with statal homophobia, 
oppositional Marxist prejudice was rather universal throughout its 
geographical incarnations. The unfortunate nature of this theoretical 
account is that it is not particularly historical, centered upon the French 
experience or not. If one truly desires to reify the homophobic 
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disposition of the political Left, one need not look further than the 
1933-34 sodomy ban enacted in the Soviet Union.  This legislature 23

bears a striking resemblance to the previously discussed modifications 
made by the Vichy government to the French Penal Code in that it was 
an implicit attack on homosexuality; legalizing inegalitarian treatment 
rather than taking the route of explicit criminalization.  Would a 24

communist rather than fascist Vichy government have enacted the same 
legislation? It is ahistorical to make a definitive statement, but the 
evidence suggests the credibility of offering a tentative “probably.”   

It has been demonstrated in a generalizable fashion that 
homosexuals did not have a secure place amongst either side of the 
historical Cold War dichotomy, but how did this lack of belonging 
manifest itself? In France, this existential urgency became a call for a 
third way to organize; a push for an anarchical orientation of life. The 
stance among some homosexuals became “[n]either Washington nor 
Moscow,” as a cadre of ideologues such as Daniel Guérin guided like-
minded and like-oriented individuals along a new path.  This was not a 25

story about Guérin alone however, though he may be the most prolific 
of the French queer anarchists, but about a series of interactions 
between the homosexuals and prevailing anarchical thought, between 
queer anarchists and the state, and between the third way and the 
entrenched ideological dichotomy of the Cold War.  As will be seen, the 
three dialectics are intimately related.      

Homosexuals were identified as the enemy by both ideological 
powers of the Cold War, but how did the anarchists, of which some 
homosexuals were now an explicit party, frame these hegemons of 
thought? The title of an article found in the spring 1954 issue of 
Témoins says it all, “Y a-t-il encore, en France, une droite et une 
gauche?” The analogy is made between French politics and a social 
train which cannot leave its rails without grave risk of destruction.   26
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The train, as the political discourse, can speed up, slow down, reverse, 
or stop altogether, but cannot deviate from a rigid set of delineations or 
normative assumptions.  There is no grand difference between the two 27

sides of the political spectrum as they operate along the same 
ideological track. The train offers no hope of further human progress as 
right and left cease to exist as alternatives of each-other, “il n’y a plus 
de parti du mouvement et de parti de la résistance ; il n’y a plus de 
gauche ni de droite ; il n’y a que des survivances théoriques et des luttes 
rétrospectives.”  This brilliant imagery speaks to the dissatisfaction 28

with the progress of things felt by those whose identities or beliefs 
placed them outside the recalcitrant status quo. Constructions such as 
government, the state, or even hierarchy as a general concept are 
naturalized to the point where they no longer merit debate within the 
realm of accepted political discourse. Furthermore, these shared 
assumptions were not unique to French politics during the Cold War.  
As David Caute illustrates, both the Americans and Soviets operated 
along very similar patterns of thought, both claiming common heritage 
in the European Enlightenment.  Though it may have appeared at the 29

time as though there was an unnavigable gulf between the bipolar 
ideologies, there was actually a shared set of inherited barriers which 
could not be transgressed. While communist and capitalist 
differentiations may have mattered in some discourses, the very same 
“differences” did not exist in others. The binary at times seemed miles 
wide and at others collapsed in on itself until distinction was made 
impossible. Political discourse -the argument is implied in the 
aforementioned article- is not unlike a two-axis Cartesian plane with 
one axis representing the spectrum of right to left while the other 
concerns itself with the statal and anti-statal. The problem is, however, 
that the latter is completely ignored due to sacrosanct premises.  
Discourse was limited to a single dimension, with a collection of issues 
thus being entirely unapproachable. An earlier period article would go 
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so far as to lambast both dominant ideologies for their disingenuous 
nature, stating bluntly that “[l]es sectateurs bolcheviques nous 
proposent donc le mensonge « pseudo-révolutionnaire » comme 
supérieur au « mensonge capitaliste ».”   The two ideologies are seen 30

as deceits as they do not offer a true universal path to the “good life.”  
For instance, as a homosexual who has been victimized by either 
“direction” of the one-dimensional train, there is this little hope for a 
better existence within the normative status quo. The solution then is to 
deviate from the rails; there is no way to read homosexual anarchism 
except as an explicit challenge to both the bipolarity of the Cold War 
and the philosophical truth of the two ideologies themselves.   

How then did the tenets of anarchism enable progress on the 
inclusion of homosexuals? The answer lays in part in a very succinct 
definition of an anarchist itself. Noir & Rouge published an article in 
1958 which states that “[o]n disait que l’anarchiste est celui qui lutte 
pour un milieu social où « l’homme pourra s’épanouir librement ».”   31

The idea of a liberated social environment is hugely important.  
Homophobia as it existed at the time in the French state, and in 
Germany, the United States, et cetera, spoke to the limitations of 
liberalism in creating a truly de-regulated social or private sphere.  
Returning back to the mental imagery of the ideological train, liberal 
ideals, despite their emancipatory rhetoric, were understood as being 
ineffectual in reversing or eliminating certain naturalized mores since 
they existed outside of its realm of dispute. Inegalitarian laws by 
definition regulated the bedroom, yet this was seen as not only 
acceptable but as a moral necessity; for instance in the case of Mirguet’s 
amendment. The state as it was understood by homosexual anarchists 
existed solely to control, to limit autonomy, and any apparent personal 
freedom it gave was not in reality provided by the state but was rather a 
natural liberty ignored or otherwise left alone by the ruling apparatus.   32
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This conception of the true nature of the state challenged at its deepest 
level the legitimacy of the ideological bi-poles. Were all the promises of 
freedom and liberty, whether they were manifested in the free market or 
the worker’s paradise, that the Cold War was being fought for a lie, 
noble or not? A truly liberated individual would not toil under such 
alternating fetters and illusionary rights, it would seem. An article in a 
subsequent issue of the same journal continues this trend of questioning 
the basic necessity of the state model, examining the idea of completely 
unfettered sexual relations and through a very post-modern lens, argues 
against the human constructions which have placed unnatural limits on 
sexual behaviour.  These constructions created a hierarchy where men 33

dominated women and which trivialized the sexual encounter, making it 
more of a chore than a pleasurable experience for either party.  This 34

argument was thus an attack on the “productive” emphasis placed on 
sexual relations by Marxist presumptions. While it may have been 
accepted that comrades had “no sex in the USSR,” there was to be sex 
in the anarchical conception of the world.  Though the words may have 35

come from the era of Perestroika, the materialist implications of 
reproduction predated the public acknowledgement. With an anarchical 
understanding of life, there was to be a return to the concepts of 
affection and excitement, not just base procreation. This was to be a 
radical departure from the dominant cultures of the day, be it 
revolutionary procreation or the ostensibly liberal yet stringently 
demarcated “nuclear family” and the normalized behaviour that 
accompanied it.  Such a shift marked the perfect place for homosexual 36

inclusion, where their sexual relations would not be criticized for the 
lack of quantifiable results or adherence to the new “tradition.”  
Homosexuals found in anarchism a meaningful way to engage with 
essentially taboo cultural topics which fell outside the scope of 
acceptable (and in fact possible) discourse held by the two dominant 
powers and their ideologies.     
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That such a dissenting position existed at all speaks to the lack 
of true ideological hegemony wielded by the capitalists and communists 
at the time. If Europe was a battleground, not all of its inhabitants 
strictly fought for one side or the other, despite the powers’ best efforts 
at monopolizing thought. The Noir & Rouge articles decrying the state’s 
assault on natural human capabilities postdated Khrushchev’s 
denunciation of Stalin and his excesses by two years.  Restructuring of 37

the existing socialist system was viewed as not enough to achieve true 
human liberation. Though the Wall would not be finalized in Berlin 
until mid-1961, there were already French opponents of capitalist 
exploitation and inequality who also fervently rejected what they saw as 
an irredeemably totalitarian Soviet model.  The added reification of 38

(forced) ideological unanimity was not necessary for an anarchical 
rejection of its supposedly reformed tenets. Perhaps the dictatorship of 
the proletariat was truly a temporary evil on the path to liberation from 
exploitation, but as an extant historical fixture of the time it was enough 
to convince some French individuals, among them homosexuals such as 
Daniel Guérin, that communism as it was furnished by the state was not 
the path to freedom. The operation of the anarchist was one of far-
reaching “deconsecration” and rejection of dogma.  Any dictatorship, 39

no matter how “necessary”, is a matter of dogma with little room for 
intellectual dissent and therefore the structure of the Soviet Union as it 
existed in reality was rejected as an organizational option for an 
inclusive France.  Furthermore, that idea that the “anarchist does not 
believe in emancipation by the ballot” precludes any common ground 
with the United States’ globalization of what it understood as 
democracy.   French anarchists were particularly vindicated in holding 40

this stance due to the fact that the 1944 universalization of the franchise 
did little to empower women or lift them from their traditional roles, 
thus offering concrete evidence to the ineffectuality of democracy in 
alleviating societal inequalities.  Adopting the tenets of French 41
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anarchism removed the homosexual adherents from the Cold War 
binary. Perhaps this does not bear mentioning due to its rather obvious 
nature, but it is imperative to understand that the Cold War period and 
all its history cannot be reduced to only a confrontation between two 
polar opposites. While both dominant ideologies had global hegemony 
in mind, there were those such as the French queer anarchists who saw 
salvation in neither system and elected instead to chart their own course 
through history.   

Much has been said regarding how French queer anarchists did 
their part to upset the cohesiveness of the bipolar status quo, but it must 
be understood that they were not the “perfect” contrarians by any 
means. As much as their rhetoric and system of beliefs extolled the 
rejection of normalized knowledge and patterns of behaviour, in 
practice homosexual anarchists in France alas remained stalwartly 
locked in certain structures of inequality. Chief among these was the 
continuity of misogynistic or otherwise anti-feminist modes of thought.  
Though this may not have been a new position for French anarchism to 
find itself in, as such prejudices were common amongst anarchist 
intellectuals during the late nineteenth century as well; it is still worth 
exploring how these harmful proclivities persisted into the Cold War 
period and how the inclusion of homosexuals within the ideological 
movement affected them either positively or negatively.  In this 42

timeframe, French anarchical thought, queer or more mainstream, 
manifested its anti-feminism both actively through a frequent 
disparagement of women and passively through a process of theoretical 
exclusion and occlusion.        

Processes of exclusionary discourse are perhaps the most 
troubling form of prejudice due to their underhanded nature. When a 
pressing and substantial topic is excluded enough times from the realm 
of thought, the implicit argument is made that it simply does not merit 
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this thought. Such was the case within several French anarchist journals 
publishing during the period under study, where multiple arguments 
were made against systemic racism but the same forums did not broach 
the idea of institutionalized inequality along the basis of gender. An 
article published in 1945 in L’Unique presented the argument that blood 
types being relatively fluid between perceived “races” exemplified the 
fact that these societal delineations were artificial creations rather than 
an objective point of separation.  It attacked the mythical idea of pure 43

blood by demonstrating that there was never a perfect correlation 
between ethnicity and blood type.  The anti-fascist connotations are 44

clear here, especially when viewed in light of its date of publication.  
Can blood types accurately identify gender however, why is this variant 
on the topic not approached? The anarchical understanding is that both 
race and gender are constructions and yet only the former warrants 
inclusion in this particular argument. Women were certainly not a 
liberated social strata in France by 1945, the ineffectuality of universal 
suffrage made that amply clear. Yet, discourse regarding their 
emancipation was exceedingly rare in the journals of the day.  The 
previously mentioned piece in Noir & Rouge regarding de-regulated 
sexuality stands out as one of the few outliers. Nearly two decades later, 
an article in Témoins derided the “stupid[ity]” and “simplistic” nature of 
racist arguments.  Though the temporal location of this piece places it 45

much closer to France’s colonial turpitudes in Algeria than the Nazis 
and the Vichy occupational government, the spectre of Hitler’s memory 
is raised nonetheless.  There is no comparable argument made against 46

the preposterous nature of misogynistic reasoning. French anarchists 
appeared to be very judicious in choosing their assaults against bigotry.  
Was the imagery of Nazi extermination and their quest for lebensraum 
too great to overcome? Did this relatively fresh historical terror limit the 
breadth of approachable discourse? These questions cannot be answered 
without additional research, but no matter the conclusion it is apparent 
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that French anarchical theory failed in its purported total 
universalization of human emancipation. By focusing on the plight of 
some to the detriment of others, they recreated an established ethos of 
exclusivity and liberty limited to particular artificial social groups.             

Denigration of the continued plight of women was not left to 
tacit exclusion as well. Some truly bizarre arguments were fielded 
against the equal inclusion of women in the anarchical future. One early 
post-war piece outlined the historically and superstitiously understood 
dangers of the menstruating woman, concluding that “[s]ous-jacentes 
àtous ces cas, et tenant compte des exagérations, bien entendu, il semble 
qu’on se trouve en présence de saines lois physiologiques et 
psychologiques.”  These dangers included the secretion of toxins from 47

the hands of the menstruating woman which would wilt cut flowers and 
inhibit botanic growth.  Another article run in a later issue of L’Unique 48

would appear to lament the death of the male drone bee at the behest of 
the queen.  Apparently it was cause for some anxiety when an 49

organizational system allowed for the domination of men by women 
rather than the much more typical inverse relationship.  In a less absurd 
display of argumentation, a third L’Unique article, published between 
the two previously mentioned, argued that there were irreconcilable 
differences between the mentalities of the two sexes.  This sort of 50

segregationist attitude seems entirely mismatched with the guiding 
principles of French anarchism outlined previously; leaving the 
deconstructivitst lens and adopting a much more deterministic attitude.  
Perhaps the most interesting instance of anti-feminism occurred when 
two articles brought a similar statistic to bear, one for and one against 
the actions taken by women. An article in the December 1948 issue of 
Défense de L’Homme (perhaps the journal title itself carries with it a 
measure of irony) questions the immorality of those 800,000 French 
women who received illegal abortions but did nothing to challenge the 
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state or the imprisonment of those who were caught getting such an 
illicit procedure; naming them “timid” and “cowardly.”  The title of the 51

article itself reeks of ironic myopia; the call was raised for “Amnistie 
pour les nôtres. Amnistie pour les leurs. Amnistie pour tous,” but clearly 
there was to be no amnesty for those who received abortions but did not 
otherwise actively resist the state.  A contrarian piece would go beyond 52

amnesty (as exclusive as it was) though and would actually congratulate 
these same women, so to speak.  The same article in Noir & Rouge 
which extolled sexual deregulation also spoke highly of those women 
who fiercely refused “de se plier aux ukases d’une société qui la nie 
comme être humain.”  Though it brings a topically similar albeit 53

different, later statistic to the fore, it treats illegal abortions as an 
important means to resist state hegemony.  It is perhaps telling that 54

only one French anarchist article of the many examined had explicitly 
sided with the emancipation of the woman. It is interesting too to see 
that many of the explicit arguments made against women originated in 
the very early post-war years. Perhaps it poignantly enough became too 
taboo for the anarchists to openly denigrate women at a later date.  It 
should also be noted that not all of these misogynistic sentiments and 
musings are borne out of a specifically homosexual conception of 
anarchism. Nonetheless, when one chooses to don the moniker of a 
particular ideological group, one makes themselves a party to the 
collective sin of said group. That homosexual-based denouncements of 
these anti-feminist stances are not more forthcoming than the original 
denigrations themselves is evidence for the continuity of male 
domination even in a belief system which extols the shirking of 
hierarchy and authority. It is not a hyperbolic stretch to say that this 
internal logical contradiction makes the transgression that much more 
egregious; hypocrisy is perhaps a worse or at least more frustrating 
foundation for a conception of the world than base fundamentalism.    
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The homosexual anarchists themselves did much to entrench a 
hierarchy which operated along traditional values such as the 
subservience of women to men.  It is important to leave the realm of 
political theory for a moment and explore a more personal side of the 
history of queer anarchism. The sexual relations of Daniel Guérin are 
significant here as they very succinctly demonstrate the failure to 
properly upset the status quo. The prolific queer anarchist, though 
closeted during his early radical years, tended during his homosexual 
encounters to act as the “passive satisfier” and to delight in a particular 
masochism.  The historian Peter Sedgwick levels the excellent 55

question against the historical memory of Guérin, asking “[h]ow much 
of an advance is it to have men acting out aggressively phallic urges 
with one another rather than in relation to women?”  It is easy to say 56

that what Guérin did in the bedroom is none of history’s prerogative, 
but here is a moment to mobilize Betty Friedan’s famous idea that “the 
personal was political.”  Submissive/dominant structures of power 57

inequality taken from heterosexual unions which persisted in the 
homosexual private sphere were antithetical to anarchist ideology and 
ran the serious risk of being ideologically re-created in public life and 
policy. As Guérin was able to find so many partners willing to dominate 
in the bedroom, his proclivities were logically not a wholesale 
aberration at the time. It would be truly odd that so many individuals 
desired a particular power relation if there were very few forthcoming 
consenting parties to occupy the other half of the intimate dichotomy.  
In fact, many of his partners were heterosexuals who, owing to the lack 
of female liberty and the subsequent repression of their sexual desires, 
turned to homosexual relations for more readily available intimacy.   58

This circumstance speaks volumes to both the state of women at the 
time and the way in which French homosexuals, in this case specifically 
gay individuals, fomented the continued male oppression of women.  
The ostensibly rejected inequitable hierarchy of both capitalism and 
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communism thus was recreated in a way in the private life of French 
queer anarchism’s most prolific proponent and logically in the 
bedrooms of many of his less iconic contemporaries. Anti-feminism was 
this particular movement’s mostly glaring weakness and hypocrisy and 
marks its failure to shirk the bounds of gender normative organization 
and ultimately sheds light on its inability to meaningfully upend the 
Cold War status quo in the way the nascent ideology claimed it would.         

The French queer anarchist movement’s botched attempt to 
present a viable third way in the dichotomous Cold War socio-political 
landscape shares many thematic correlations with the Non-aligned 
Movement which originated later in the same historical period.  In fact, 
Guérin spoke highly of Josip Tito’s Yugoslavia freeing itself from 
ineffectual Soviet dogma in pursuit of a more emancipated system of 
“self-management.”  The congruencies are far too many and too 59

nuanced to fully explore here for the sake of brevity, but a general 
outline will be given with the intent to demonstrate avenues of 
subsequent research and analysis. The origin of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) rested in a diverse group of typically Asian, African, 
and Latin American states who felt as though their needs and aspirations 
were left as a distant second to the machinations of the two ideological 
superpowers.  This is decidedly similar to the point of departure which 60

led some of France’s homosexuals to take up the ideas of anarchism, 
where they saw no meaningful way to improve their lot within the 
prevailing power structure of the day. Though the NAM membership 
formally operated along a basis of one-state, one-vote, some members 
were more influential than others due to factors such as reputation or 
various capital resources.  Pre-divergence factors thus continued to 61

affect the inner workings of the NAM machine. Infrastructural 
resources and residual capital and know-how continued to bear weight 
in the dealings of the “Third Way.” This mirrors the persistent male 
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centricity of the French anarchists.  In both cases, a complete separation 
from existing structures of inequality failed to take place and thus these 
carried-over subversive traditions re-created themselves within the new, 
superficially more equitable patterns of organization. Previously 
dominating groups continued to do so despite rhetoric to the contrary.  
Tito’s Yugoslavia went so far as to sanction and support the suppression 
of revolt in Hungary in 1956 to further their own geopolitical aims, 
demonstrating that the international third way did not mean the 
emancipation for all.  This thematically reflects the continued 62

denigration of women by the theory and practice of specifically gay 
queer anarchists; self-interested limits were placed upon who actually 
benefited from the mutuality of the supposed lack of hierarchy.  The 
clamoring of members with the NAM to promote national interests can 
be understood as a very similar process simply at a larger, nation-state 
scale.   Neither movement was actually a third way in the sense of a 63

novel, less iniquitous means of organization. Rather, each simply 
framed the capitalist or communist exploitation they so despised within 
a façade of emancipation while the same underlying processes of 
individual betterment trundled on.              

More space would allow for a more careful analysis of the 
linkages between queer anarchism and the NAM, but pages are at a 
premium.  What has been approached methodically and with great care 
was the tracing of the emergence of a distinctly homosexual brand of 
anarchist ideology in France. From a crucible of both statal and 
oppositional Marxist homophobia rose a collection of ideologues who 
espoused the ineffectuality of the existing system of power relations and 
proposed an alternative, truly emancipatory set of ideals and guiding 
principles. Anti-dogmatism, sexual de-regulation and a rejection of both 
communist authoritarianism as well as representative democracy 
together presented existential challenges to the extant and particularly 
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hetero-normative Cold War status quo. Despite these noble trappings, 
the alternative movement was wracked from within by persistent 
misogyny and the re-creation of maligned hierarchies. In this way, 
French queer anarchism failed to create a less exploitative third way 
alternative to the dominant ideologies of the Cold War and instead 
replicated their existing problems anew; its veritable dissolution acting 
as a historical point of entrenchment for these socio-political and 
cultural norms. Just as the period after the May ’68 riots never reached 
the same degree of general revolutionary impetus, the lack of true 
ascension to a liberated anarchical existence marked a return to business 
as normal for the Americans, Soviets and the Europeans caught in the 
ideological middle ground. Nonetheless, examining this particular 
twentieth century historical narrative opens up a slew of new sexual-
orientation based analysis and demonstrates that the Cold War was not a 
period of complete ideological hegemony and bipartite history-making; 
not every actor had to wield nuclear armaments or grandiose ballets to 
merit contemporary historical discussion.  

Craig Muncaster entame sa dernière session de son baccalauréat en 
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le plus capté l'imagination de Craig; de Jean-Jacques Rousseau aux 
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First In, Last Out: 
Surviving the POW Camps in Hong Kong 

Matthew Schwarzkopf 

In November of 1941 1,975 Canadian soldiers sailed from Vancouver for Hong Kong 
to help defend the British colony from Imperial Japanese aggression. The battle was a 
decisive loss and 555 of those men would never return home, over half of those dying 
in captivity, either in Hong Kong or later once transferred to Japan. The prisoners 
would become Canada’s longest serving Prisoner of War (POWs) of the Second World 
War and arguably suffered worse than any others. The Battle for Hong Kong and its 
subsequent Canadian POWs are rarely explored in the literature and the study of the 
war. This essay explores the various methods these captives used to overcome 
boredom, violence, disease, hunger, loneliness, and hopelessness. Using clandestine 
diaries, journals, memoirs, and letters to and from family members, this paper argues 
mental and physical strength were equally critical to surviving under the harshest of 
circumstances. Uncertainty was the only common thread from day to day and the 
Hong Kong POWs had to rely on themselves and their compatriots to keep mentally 
sharp and physically fit. Canadian prisoners in Hong Kong were physically abused by 
their captors, fed meagre rations, subjected to a myriad of tropical diseases, and lived 
in appalling conditions. The fact that so many survived is a testament to their courage 
and resilience. This article aims to show how they did it. 
!  

The Canadian historiography of the Second World War is 
heavily Euro-centric, but not without good reason. The contributions to 
campaigns in Italy and Normandy are taught in schools, published in 
books, and recalled with great pride by many Canadians. However, 
several aspects of Canadian participation in the Second World War often 
escape the textbooks, the literature, and indeed the collective memory. 
Among these forgotten elements, Canada’s commitment to the Pacific 
Theatre is regularly overlooked and the plight of the veterans who 
served in it is all too often neglected. It would surprise a great number 
of people to learn that the first Canadians to engage in battle during the 
war did so in Asia, defending the then British colony of Hong Kong. 
Those who survived the Battle of Hong Kong would become Canada’s 
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longest serving prisoners of war, most of them being held by the 
Japanese in atrocious conditions for over three and a half years. The 
soldiers fortunate enough to return home continued to suffer from both 
the mental and physical scars of captivity for decades afterwards. How 
they managed to survive is nothing short of remarkable, requiring a 
combination of physical and mental strengths. The Canadian soldiers 
imprisoned following the Battle of Hong Kong were able to survive the 
atrocious conditions of internment by the Japanese forces for longer 
than any other Canadian POWs by keeping their bodies strong and their 
minds sharp despite the numerous obstacles. 

As the winter of 1941 approached, the Japanese were well 
invested in their war with China, but were not considered a serious risk 
to British, American, and Dutch possessions in East Asia. An attack on 
the British colony of Hong Kong was thought unlikely, as generals in 
London had convinced themselves and the government that the 
Japanese army was weak and inefficient. However, it was deemed 
necessary to put on a modest show of strength and shore up the already 
present defences to act as a deterrent. The Ministry of National Defence 
in Ottawa received a request to make a contribution to the British, 
Indian, and volunteer Hong Kong forces that were stationed there. A 
decision was made to send two Canadian units: the Winnipeg 
Grenadiers, who were on garrison duty in Jamaica, and the Royal Rifles 
who were serving the same duty in Newfoundland and New Brunswick. 
Both units were still undergoing training and were not fully equipped. 
Nonetheless an agreement was made between the British and Canadian 
governments which resulted in the troops being sent to Hong Kong, 
arriving on November 16 under the command of Brigadier J.K. Lawson. 
The combined Commonwealth forces stood at 14,000 strong, but food, 
water, and medicine were in short supply. The men had no air cover and 
limited artillery and motor transport as a result of the diverting of 
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Canadian vehicles  to the Philippines for American use. The defenders 
of Hong Kong were undertrained, undersupplied, and underarmed. They 
would soon discover that the Japanese army was anything but weak and 
inefficient. 

On December 8, mere hours after the attack at Pearl Harbor, 
Imperial Japan’s 23rd Army and its 52,000 troops struck at Kowloon, the 
portion of Hong Kong connected to the Chinese mainland. The well 
trained and well armed Japanese quickly swept over Kowloon and 
launched an amphibious assault on Hong Kong Island on December 18. 
The Commonwealth forces were outnumbered more than three to one 
and eventually surrendered on Christmas Day to avoid any more loss of 
life. Canadians fought bravely in the face of overwhelming odds. 
Company Sergeant-Major John Osborne of the Grenadiers flung himself 
onto a grenade giving his life to save several of his men. He was 
posthumously bestowed the first Victoria Cross won by a Canadian in 
the Second World War. Brigadier Lawson himself was another 
prominent casualty as he left his headquarters with a pistol in each hand 
to fight the Japanese. The enemy were apparently so impressed with this 
act of courage they ordered his temporary burial on the battlefield. 
However, as historians Jack Granatstein and Desmond Morton have 
written, “that was almost the only chivalry shown by the Japanese. 
When the defenders…finally surrendered on Christmas Day, the victors 
engaged in an orgy of brutality. The wounded in hospital were 
murdered, nurses were raped and slaughtered, and soldiers attempting to 
surrender were maltreated and sometimes butchered.”  Historian Tim 1

Cook was recently quoted as saying that Hong Kong was the only battle 
of the war where Canadians suffered 100 percent casualties as every 
member of the contingent was either killed, wounded, went missing, or 
captured.  For those who survived, the end of the battle was only the 2

beginning of the horror. 
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The Japanese, whose military code of Bushido forbade 
surrender, now had over 10,000 POWs under their control with little 
idea of what to do with them and limited space in which to house them. 
Most nationalities were separated and the majority of Canadians would 
spend their time in captivity split between North Point and Sham Shui 
Po prison camps. Both locations featured deplorable conditions. North 
Point was built to house Chinese refugees fleeing the fighting on the 
mainland, but it was near the Japanese landing site on Hong Kong 
Island and heavily damaged in the fighting. The area was used as a 
garbage dump by the British and then as a makeshift stable by the 
Japanese. Upon arrival the sanitary conditions were appalling as the 
buildings were covered with horse and human excrement, and littered 
with millions of flies. Lice, fleas, bedbugs, and rats were also present, 
as was a myriad of diseases including diphtheria, dysentery, malaria, 
dengue fever, tuberculosis, and parasitic worms. Due to the low-protein 
and low-vitamin diet of the prisoners, deficiency diseases such as 
beriberi, pellagra, and burning feet syndrome would also emerge, which 
caused avitaminosis and later blindness in several prisoners. 

In September of 1942, with disease and lack of supplies 
decimating the prisoners at North Point, the camp was closed and the 
surviving Canadians were moved to the Kowloon Peninsula. Once 
there, they rejoined their British compatriots at Sham Shui Po, which 
was originally a British Army barracks facility built in the 1920s. 
Conditions were marginally improved, as the building featured better 
construction and it was less crowded than North Point. However, 
disease and hunger were still the primary concerns of prisoners and the 
death rate among POWs continued to climb. The Canadian soldiers 
faced a number of challenges in both camps over the next few years. 
Several met those challenges and withstood their years of captivity, but 
they did so with great difficulty. 
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Surviving the ordeal took a combination of physical and mental 
strength, each often complimenting or greatly affecting the other. The 
POWs in Hong Kong had very little control over their daily lives. Most 
importantly, what and when they ate was being determined by 
somebody who was far from sympathetic to their plight. Consuming the 
daily average of necessary calories was out of the question and the men 
had to adapt to what they were being fed. Due to lack of a proper diet, 
many experienced drastic weight loss during their time in captivity. 
Collison Alexander Blaver, a lieutenant with the Royal Rifles, kept a 
diary detailing his struggles with weight loss. When the battle on Hong 
Kong Island commenced, he recorded his weight as 180 pounds. 
However, just two weeks later after being put to work and decreased 
sustenance, he weighed only 160, a shocking loss of weight for such a 
short period of time.  Georges Verreault also kept a diary and notes a 3

similar loss of weight in writing to his wife shortly after capture, “I’ve 
already lost twenty pounds and Charlotte, you could probably beat me 
at arm wrestling. One more week of this one bowl of rice a day and I’ll 
be able to sit on a dime.”  Sergeant Lance Ross of the Rifles recorded 4

how much weight he lost over a much longer period of time, saying that 
in Québec he weighed 216 pounds, but fourteen months later he was 
down to a shocking 113.  The soldiers were simply not fed enough, but 5

for the industrious, and those who had something to offer, more food 
was available.  

Fish and other seafood made up the meagre amount of meat that 
was served, yet many men were not used to it and a few were even 
made physically sick by eating it. Where some refused to eat their 
helping, others, like Leonard Corrigan, traded for extra portions of rice. 
He commented, “Supper brought us our squid, in a sauce, which I 
traded for rice after one taste. There was a marked similarity between 
the flavour of the squid and that of a Goodyear inner tube.”  Soldiers 6
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who had an excess of cigarettes, or those who did not smoke but 
happened to possess some, easily found those willing to trade food for 
tobacco. Arthur Ray Squires wrote in his diary that about 40 percent of 
internees were willing to trade a slice of bread or a ration for only one 
cigarette, illustrating how desperate the addiction was for some.  In 7

many cases, soldiers were able to buy cigarettes, which they obtained 
from other prisoners or from the black market, and then traded them for 
food. Raymond Elliott wrote in his diary that his last two Canadian 
dollars were able to buy him ten decks of cigarettes,  but what little 8

money was had, if it was not already confiscated, quickly disappeared. 
Strangely, trade was also possible with Japanese soldiers who valued 
Canadian cigarettes far more than they did their own brands. Canadian 
cigarettes were “worth their weight in gold” when they could be 
obtained and it was possible to trade them with the enemy in exchange 
for eggs, beans, and lesser quality Japanese cigarettes.  Tobacco was a 9

valuable commodity to have; it could be smoked to reduce stress and 
ease hunger pangs, or traded for a variety of foods. Another possibility 
was trade on the black market, of which two existed: one inside the 
camp and one outside of it. 

In his memoir, Guest of Hirohito, Ken Cambon recounted how 
he managed to hide his watch before capture and later use it as a prized 
bargaining item. He described the active in-camp black market as a bed 
at the end of the hut where the POW acting chief marketer had a chest 
full of goods for sale. Cambon noted that cigarettes and buns were the 
usual currency, but also records his shame in stealing some of those 
goods one evening when his means of trade was low.  The outside 10

camp black market was simply passing currency through the fence to 
local Chinese on the other side, although the prices were highly inflated. 
Shortly after surrender, Elliott wrote of the excessive price-gouging, 
“buying cigarettes at the fence from the Chinks, one dollar for 10 cigs, 
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if we could get out we would ring their necks.”  Corrigan also 11

mentions the through-fence black market in his diary writing that, “For 
the first few weeks or so – although it was supposedly prohibited – 
supplies flooded across the fence quite freely, but toward the end of our 
stay, these were quite suddenly discouraged by the shooting and 
torturing of quite a number of the would-be ‘merchants’.”  Indeed, 12

before being shut down trading through the fence was dependent on 
who was on guard. Some Japanese turned a blind-eye to it or chose to 
profit from it, while others would use the Chinese sellers as target 
practice. Trading in and out of camp for cigarettes or food was one 
useful way to maintain physical strength, but for those unable to trade 
they would have to rely on their prison rations or hope for the arrival of 
Red Cross parcels. 

The Japanese did not recognize the Red Cross and would loot 
the incoming shipments as they saw fit. Nevertheless, some supplies 
were eventually distributed to the POWs. Arthur Squires recorded that 
the prisoners received their first parcels near the end of November 1942. 
More was distributed in early December, almost a year into 
imprisonment. The contents usually consisted of bully beef, raisins, fish 
and ingredients for cooking such as flour and peanut oil.  Elliott too 13

mentioned the welcome arrival, writing on December 15 that “we have 
been getting Red Cross stuff such as Corned Beef, fruit …we each got 
one parcel, it was certainly good.”  POW James MacMillan also noted 14

the Red Cross landing, equating it to Santa Claus coming a month 
early.  The Red Cross deliveries made a substantial improvement in the 15

men’s diet, and as will be examined later, they also made a tremendous 
impact on one’s mental state. Having enough to eat was certainly 
important in retaining physical strength; however a regular workout was 
equally necessary for keeping well.  
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Weather permitting, it was usually possible to get some form of 
exercise, either through sport or work. Walking was the most usual 
physical pastime, but POWs were also able to run short distances, do 
core exercises, and play a variety of team sports including ping-pong, 
handball, volleyball, and baseball (or softball). In fact, baseball was a 
rare instance of pleasant interaction between the prisoners and their 
captors. MacMillan noted the contrasts and irony of playing softball 
against the Japanese stating that “one day they play a game of ball and 
the next day they bot you around with the butt of their rifles.”  Blaver 16

and Elliott also wrote of playing ball with the enemy, the former 
proudly stating that, on one occasion, the Canadians had won, while the 
latter documented an instance where “compulsory sports for us today, 
had to play ball and get our pictures taken, used for propaganda 
purposes I suppose.”  Whether for show or not, at least the prisoners, 17

from time to time, had the opportunity for outdoor exercise as it surely 
would have been good for the body and the spirit. One other form of 
physical exercise existed, and although it earned a meagre amount of 
money for the prisoners, it is doubtful if any of them enjoyed the 
experience. 

Many Canadian detainees were enlisted in work projects. 
Upkeep and maintenance of POW barracks and hospitals were required, 
but the most common form of labour was working at the Kai Tak 
airport. Nathan Greenfield wrote in The Damned that toward the fist 
week of June, 1942 the Japanese had requested a Canadian work party 
for the airport where the runway was being extended. Though weakened 
from a lack of food, Greenfield explains that as many as a hundred men 
initially volunteered, mostly because work was a welcome diversion 
from the idleness of daily life at North Point.  Although the pay was 18

abysmal and the weather at that time of year would have alternated 
between searing heat and torrential rain, hundreds ultimately worked at 
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Kai Tak. A typical day’s work was described in The Royal Rifles of 
Canada in Hong Kong 1941-1945: 

After reveille at 0400 hours and a dismal breakfast 
(usually rice and a few green leaves stewed in water) 
much time was spent on the parade ground organizing and 
numbering the parties…Another march of one-half mile 
brought them to the airstrip. Work would begin at 0900 
hours and continue virtually unabated (sometimes there 
would be a break to eat a bun for lunch) until the 
exhausted men were returned to their huts at about 2000 
hours. There they would eat a hurried meal, sleep, and 
then begin the dismal cycle once more.  19

Ken Cambon wrote of how most men had no experience in such work 
and often sabotaged the project when incorrectly mixing the sand and 
cement, which resulted in darkly amusing episode once work on the 
airstrip was finished.  POW George Palmer’s recollection of the event 20

is just as vivid, “Finally, the day came and it was complete, the Japanese 
treated us to a day of celebration – one piece of bread and we could 
watch the first fully loaded bomber take off and land…it got about a 
quarter the way down the new part and a wheel broke through the 
cement and made a furrow about two hundred yards long.”  This 21

failure resulted in the Japanese retrieving the bread and beating some 
prisoners, but some workers took modest satisfaction in the fact that 
they had, for the time being, prevented Japanese planes from taking off 
and landing. 

 Kai Tek was the chief destination for work parties, but as 
Charles Roland explained in Long Night’s Journey into Day, other 
forms of labour were available. He wrote that Canadians conducted 
work on the island and the mainland during their first summer of 
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captivity, usually in alternating groups with Grenadiers one day and 
Rifles the next. In once instance, he reported on a party of 39 which was 
sent to Bowen Road Hospital to cut the grass and bushes around the 
electrically wired fence to prevent current from being grounded. This 
dangerous task cost at least one man his life.  It seems that risk was 22

involved no matter what type of job was being done, but at least those 
fit enough to work could keep themselves physically occupied while 
earning a minute amount of pay. Work certainly would have helped 
some keep their minds busy, though there were various other factors 
involved in keeping up one’s mental strength. 

During his extensive research for Long Night’s Journey into 
Day, Charles Roland interviewed many survivors of Hong Kong prison 
camps and when he asked them which aspects of POW life they found 
the most distressing they often identified two related factors: they were 
concerned their families were unaware of their fate after the fighting 
began, and they bemoaned the slowness of postal communications and 
resulting infrequency of word from home.  Indeed, if there was 23

anything that occupied a prisoner’s mind more than food, it was 
thoughts of family and home. Writing letters was a calming activity for 
many, but receiving one could have a dramatic impact on a POW’s 
mental state. In June of 1942, Canadians were allowed to write their 
first letters home and in turn receive letters, though one soldier 
remembered that incoming mail on average was only about three pieces 
for the whole three years and eight months of imprisonment.  The 24

Japanese insisted on heavy censorship for all outgoing and incoming 
letters, thereby greatly limiting what could be written and read. Percy 
Wilmot was a member of the Royal Rifles and one of his unit who 
stayed in Hong Kong camps for the duration of captivity. His letter to 
his wife is fairly typical of the kind of fare written to ensure it would be 
sent out with minimal alteration. He writes “Dearest Agnes, Hope you 
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and Stan are both well. Had letter from Cissie and also you. I am feeling 
fine. Received Red Cross gifts. Hope all are well. Regards to all friends 
and relations. Take good care of yourselves. All my love to you both. 
Your loving husband, Percy.”  A letter home was a great relief to 25

family members while a letter received in Hong Kong had the potential 
to vastly improve morale. 

James MacMillan expressed his joy upon reading a letter on his 
300th day as a captive while near the same time, in October of 1942, 
Georges Verreault wrote, “Hurray! Some letters have arrived and more 
are expected. Real letters, from Canada, from our beloved country. 
What joy! They were dated February and March.”  Arthur Squire’s 26

diary also gives a clear indication of how important letters were and the 
memories of home that were attached to sending and receiving them. 
Writing to his wife in the first spring of his imprisonment Squires said, 
“I’ve wanted to write for some time. Absence certainly does not make 
love grow colder rather it glows on and builds up more strongly…I can 
honestly say that the main thing I live for is to be back with my wife, 
that thought makes this life tolerable, and gives me an optimistic 
viewpoint so sorely needed here.”  A common element in almost every 27

prisoner’s diary was how thoughts of loved ones was sometimes the 
only reason they had to keep them going. Writing and receiving letters 
did help keep the men sharp, but they found other methods for 
improving and strengthening their mental states. 

The Bowden Road Hospital and both North Point and Sham 
Shui Po camps had modest libraries which several prisoners used to 
become better acquainted with reading or to become book readers for 
the first time. Ken Cambon worked as an orderly at the hospital and 
stated that, while he was never an avid reader growing up in Québec 
City, he turned into one while in Hong Kong, “devouring many of the 
classics as well as a good share of popular trash.”  Verreault mentioned 28
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discovering the library in North Point and how he subsequently began 
reading, while Squires, again writing in his diary to his wife, recalled a 
book he finished reading and how it reminded him of her and his desire 
to read it together with her once he returned home.  For those who 29

were not too picky and had the patience, reading was an excellent way 
to pass the time and learn some new things. In fact, education was 
another way certain men kept themselves from boredom. Some took 
captivity as an opportunity to learn a new language, seeing as many of 
their comrades were French-Canadians. Alexander Blaver’s diary 
reveals that he kept a list of ‘good authors’ and also a record of what he 
was learning in camp, including French, but also subjects as diverse as 
arithmetic, geometry and shorthand writing.  Similarly, James 30

MacMillan kept a list of books he read as well as several pages 
containing French words and phrases.  Entertainment was critical in 31

releasing mental stress and, fortunately for the soldiers, other forms of 
entertainment existed other than reading and education. 

Parades, theatrical shows, and musical performance occurred 
with some regularity at both prison camps. For parades, the prisoners 
were usually forced to participate and it is unlikely they would have 
gained any pleasure from the experience, but several wrote how the 
music especially was able to lift the spirits. Raymond Elliott wrote on at 
least two occasions that a concert of some sort had taken place and that 
they were “not too bad” , but Verreault’s account of hearing live music 32

clearly illustrated the importance of the experience for some soldiers. 
“Last evening I was happy for a few hours. I had some bread and made 
myself some toasts on a small fire while the Grenadier Orchestra in the 
next hut was playing dance music. During these hours, I forgot this 
hell.”  Michael Palmer wrote in Dark Side of the Sun that concerts 33

were a source of relief from misery and, in North Point, some Canadian 
bandsmen actually arrived in camp with their instruments while others 
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were able to have instruments sent in to the camps from friends and 
relatives on the outside. Consequently, he added, some fine bands and 
orchestras sprang up and concerts were held many Saturday nights.  34

The Royal Rifles of Canada in Hong Kong’s account of prisoner life 
made a similar statement regarding regular concerts. When the 
Canadians were moved from North Point to Sham Shui Po in the fall of 
1942, a shipment of instruments from the Y.M.C.A. War Prisoner’s Aid 
consisting of two violins, two guitars, two ukuleles, one piano 
accordion, and one set of drums was allowed into camp and provided a 
great incentive to the men for organizing concert programs.   35

Games were another method of mental occupation, with bridge 
being the most popular. It not only provided a pastime but also an 
opportunity for gambling, with cigarettes the obvious currency, since 
the men had little to no money. Mahjong was also played amongst the 
prisoners while one day Elliott, no doubt feeling rather ambitious, 
created a monopoly board.  Regular church services were held 36

satisfying the needs of the faithful, but also possibly drawing the 
curious and the bored. Verrerault took it upon himself to form a choir 
and wrote of it to his wife in his diary, bursting with pride in what he 
had accomplished, “I formed a choir for mass and I have fifteen 
volunteers, four of them officers, a captain and three lieutenants…I hold 
rehearsals every day and my group is enthusiastic and learns easily…
Our days speed by and I hope we will be ready for mass on 15 
August.”  Church services were mentioned in several of the diaries and 37

memoirs, with some soldiers keeping a list of days they attended and 
the subject of the sermon. In fact, keeping lists was another pastime that 
occupied many of the POWs. 

 Whether to pass the time or to serve as reminders once the men 
were free, extensive and varied lists are found in prisoner diaries. 
Francis Ford Martyn kept many lists often on small scraps of paper, the 
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content of which covered a number of subjects. One was an exhaustive 
food log that catalogued what was served for every meal during 1942, 
providing an invaluable source of what daily meals were like for the 
soldiers. Martyn also kept lists detailing: casualties from his unit and 
how they died, the contents of British and US Red Cross parcels, 
various jobs he had in Canada, and dates of bombing raids by Allied 
planes.  In addition to his list of good authors, Alexander Blaver also 38

had a checklist of “things to be done when I get home” which looked 
like it belonged on a kitchen fridge rather than in a POWs pocket. Once 
home, Blaver had aspirations to do things such as pay off all mortgages 
and bills owing, try for a position near home and get it, chores to be 
completed at respective properties, possible new cars to buy, and radio 
classes he hoped to take. He also kept a list of all his possessions and 
the cost of each item.  James MacMillan’s notebook reveals a log of 39

days he spent as a prisoner and pay he was owed from the army. It also 
contains a list of his possessions, a record of the letters he received, the 
contents of a package his father sent, and most humorously: proposed 
meals he desired to have for Christmas and his birthday upon arriving 
home in Canada.  Record keeping was a consistent pastime for 40

prisoners and the amount of description and detail present are 
remarkable. Of course, food featured prominently, as it was never far 
from the thoughts of any captive, which is why Red Cross packages, 
once they finally arrived, not only served to keep up physical strength 
they were a tremendous morale boost as well. 

On November 29, 1942 Canadian POWs in Hong Kong received 
their first, and for some their only, Red Cross Parcels. Nathan 
Greenfield wrote that the importance of the fifteen pound boxes could 
be measured in two ways. Firstly, they were a tangible link to the world 
beyond the fence being filled with scents and tastes from the outside, 
and, secondly, they contained more nutrition and calories than the men 
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had seen since they first sailed for the Far East.  Ken Cambon recalled 41

that “just before Christmas we each received a Red Cross Parcel, a life 
saving present for some and a delight for all…The odd man ate the 
whole parcel in one or two orgies, but most of us managed to spread it 
out over a fortnight…No one has more respect for the Red Cross than 
any ex P.O.W.”  Georges Verreault, never one for subtleties, could 42

barely contain his joy on November 29 writing, “Surprise! A gift from 
heaven! We have been given a Red Cross parcel. I just ate a chocolate 
bar and cried doing it. I can’t write anymore because my eyes are killing 
me.”  The effects these packages had on the prisoners, mentally and 43

physically, can not be understated. Charles Roland wrote that the 
parcels made a real difference in the lives of the men and that later 
shipments contained large quantities of cigarettes, “a much sought-after 
substitute for money, and diary entries for some time after were filled 
with the dietary and morale-building benefits of having the extra food 
they could now trade for.”  The Red Cross parcels are credited for 44

saving lives, as some soldiers were so physically weak by the time they 
arrived they needed help opening them. They also served as a crucial 
reminder for the POWs that the outside world had not forgotten about 
them. Another great morale booster took place just before the Red Cross 
shipments arrived, but it did not come on a ship; it came from the air. 

On October 25th, 1942 Allied bombers attacked targets in Hong 
Kong for the first time. The effect on the Japanese was uncertain, but 
the effect on the POWs was dramatic and morale soared, for at last the 
war was being taken to the enemy and they were witnessing it first-
hand.  Greenfield noted that every diary and memoir records how the 45

men were emboldened by the sight of Allied air power; despite the overt 
possibility they could be bombed by mistake.  Lance Ross rejoiced, 46

“The bombs didn’t miss here by much, but they sure sounded good”; 
while Verreault wrote the day after, “No I was not dreaming. Hong 
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Kong really was bombed yesterday at 4pm. To make our war with the 
fleas more realistic, friendly aircraft came and dropped a few during the 
night. What beautiful fireworks!”  Rumours had been circulating for 47

some time that an American strike was imminent, but as rumours were 
common in the camps, few wished to raise their spirits until they 
witnessed it happening. This was a rare instance where a rumour came 
to pass. However, rumours in general, whether they failed to materialize 
or not, also served as a beacon of hope for the prisoners and it gave 
them something to talk and to dream about. 

Rumours flew fast and furious at North Point and Sham Shui Po 
and they covered everything from American victories in the Pacific, 
Soviet victories in the East, and even that the Japanese Navy had 
attacked Canada by shelling Vancouver.  Surely, news of Allied 48

victories would have boosted morale, while whispers of continued 
German and Japanese victories would have depleted it. Leonard 
Corrigan noted on August 26, 1942, “A rumour circulating tonight 
alleged to have come from a Chinese paper says, the Germans have 
suffered the biggest set-back since the beginning of the war, on the 
Soviet front. Keep pushing Joe!”  James MacMillan also made mention 49

of potential Allied success by writing, “I am told that the Americans 
have started their campaign in the Dutch East Indies; that the British are 
waiting for the Italians to give in; and that the Russians are putting the 
Germans to rout in no uncertain fashion. I hope it is all true.”  The 50

most persistent rumours seemed to involve a prisoner exchange or some 
sort of repatriation to Canada. Raymond Elliott wrote about it several 
times in his diary during the initial months of capture. On January 8, 
1942, he wrote, “Rumours of changing prisoners with Canada. Hope its 
true,” while a short time later, on February 1, he stated, “On duty today. 
Didn’t go to church. Lots of rumours of exchanging prisoners with 
Canada. Don’t think its [sic] true.”  These two entries, mere weeks 51

!218



Clio 2015-2016

apart, illustrated the uplifting and equally damaging effects rumours had 
on a soldier’s morale. They also demonstrated how long the passage of 
time must have felt to the prisoners, even so early into their captivity. 
Indeed, it is easy to imagine the longer they remained in Hong Kong the 
less likely they were to believe a rumour to be true. Nevertheless, for a 
time they did lift the spirits and they gave the men something to talk 
about. Something else that often found its way into conversations, and 
could be morale boosting or depleting in even measure was an 
inescapable part of daily life in Hong Kong: the weather. 

The effects weather can have on a person’s mood have been well 
documented. Of course, the weather was something neither the Japanese 
nor the POWs had any control over, but the prisoners could decide how 
they coped with it, thereby affecting their mental state and mental 
strength. A beautiful sunny day with a gentle breeze had the potential to 
inspire a soldier to pull through the next twenty-four hours, but dreadful 
heat or torrential rain could easily add to the misery. Unfortunately, the 
weather in Hong Kong typically fell into the latter category. For most of 
the year, the temperature would have been high with the air humid and 
muggy, less than ideal conditions for weakened bodies to survive 
indoors, let alone work outside. MacMillan wrote in his diary on 
September 30, “Another large working party and I had to go out again. 
It was very, very hot out there which, I feel, hurts us more than anything 
else. The heat seems to sap all the strength right out of you.”  Lance 52

Ross’s diary made consistent references to the heat. Writing almost 
daily from May 17 to June 27, the weather was constantly mentioned in 
short passages simply stating: suffocating heat, heat getting bad, heat 
terrible, heat awful, very hot, and, on May 25, that it was 110 degrees in 
the shade with mosquitoes eating him alive.  When the rain did come, 53

it came in measures typical of a tropical climate, hard and unrelenting. 
Verreault wrote in May that it had been raining for two weeks without a 
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glimpse of sun and that this brought him to one of his lowest points as a 
captive.  Conversely, the cold also had damaging effects on the body 54

and mind. Writing December 6 Arthur Squires remarked that: 

This is truly a country of contradictions. It is 51° above 
and everybody is nearly frozen. From the cold damp raw 
atmosphere at present I am wearing Heavy Limey 
overcoat, jacket, 2 sweaters, woolen underwear (thanks to 
the Red +) Kaki woolen pants and socks with wooden 
sandals (one strap across the toe) for footwear, in all this I 
weigh 148.  55

As the weeks and months dragged the men may have grown more 
accustomed to the weather, but as their physical health deteriorated, it 
would have compounded the negative effects. However, the nice days, 
rare as they seemed, would certainly have done much to lift the spirits. 
Francis Martyn wrote on one of those unusual days “Nice day today. 
Makes me feel good.”  With so many factors affecting the mental state 56

it would have been easy for men to lose their grip on reality. 
Fortunately, there were some instances where POWs maintained the 
strict discipline befitting of a soldier. This was important for the 
individual as well as unit cohesiveness. 

 As a soldier it is always helpful to have a good example to 
follow, something that matters even more in adverse conditions, such as 
those faced by the POWs in Hong Kong. Company Sergeant Major 
George MacDonell of the Royal Rifles was steadfast in his desire to 
keep his mind together and provide an exemplary model for his men. In 
his memoir, One Soldier’s Story, he spoke of the importance of strict 
military discipline: 

We were an organized military unit, with its formal 
structure and ranks intact and fully operational. No unit 
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was left outside this formal, regimented organization, and 
each individual was constantly reminded that he was a 
Canadian soldier who was only temporarily under the 
control of the Japanese. I have no doubt that this discipline 
and philosophy saved countless lives and provided 
concrete support for the survival of many who would have 
otherwise died. The will to live is very strong. The desire 
not to disgrace your uniform or to let your officers and 
comrades down through personal weakness is just as 
strong.    57

MacDonell recalled that the worse the conditions became, the more 
determined he was to pull himself together and that he always presented 
a cheerful, optimistic approach to his men.  Captain C.E. Price, also of 58

the Rifles, made a similar claim on the importance of military 
discipline, as he recollected how his men made the transition from 
soldier to prisoner, “Our men behaved extraordinarily well. Our 
Regimental organizations were maintained during the first few months 
of captivity and our affairs were conducted in an orderly matter so that 
food, quarters, etc. were equally and fairly shared; which I am 
convinced: minimized the terrific sufferings we were to undergo 
later…”  This may have been one of the most crucial elements in 59

preserving morale and the men were fortunate to have superiors who 
would not let them forget who they were, where they were from, and 
what their duties and responsibilities were. 

Surviving the first year of captivity was an arduous journey 
considering the numerous factors working against the POWs. However, 
coming through that initial year would have taught them many 
important lessons on how to continue enduring as the war dragged on. 
Sadly, conditions would not improve as time passed. In January 1943, 
1,184 Canadian soldiers were put on ships and sent to Japan where they 
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would face further challenges including colder temperatures, more 
rigorous labour, and even greater shortages of food. This left 369 
Canadian POWs, a large proportion of whom were officers, in Hong 
Kong for the last two and a half years of the war. A total of 132 
Canadians died while in the Hong Kong camps, with the diphtheria 
epidemic in the summer and autumn of 1942 causing at least 58 of those 
deaths. Of the men moved to Japan, a further 136 perished while living 
and working there in abysmal conditions. Including the 290 who were 
killed in the initial battle, more than 550 of the 1,975 men who sailed to 
defend Hong Kong were either buried or cremated in the Far East , a 60

staggering percentage by any measure. Sadly, for many of the survivors 
the horror would not end once they returned to Canada. 

Nearly every man who came home had physical and 
psychological problems associated with the years of brutality and 
undernourishment while in captivity, and many of them suffered the 
effects for the rest of their lives.  Charles Roland found that survivors 61

arrived home with heavy emotional and physical baggage. He claimed 
they brought home nicotine addiction and intestinal parasites, and 
“carried the seeds of restless dissatisfactions and dysfunctions that, for 
many, led to broken marriages, alcohol problems, difficulty in the 
workplace, and premature death.”  George MacDonell also wrote of 62

the widespread and severe mental and physical trauma that survivors, 
such as himself, experienced due to prolonged savagery, malnutrition, 
and forced labour.  A shocking statistic holds that of the 1,418 63

prisoners liberated in 1945, 143 of them had died by 1965 and by 1987 
only 758 remained alive.  Hong Kong veterans were dying younger 64

and in disproportional numbers when compared to any other Canadian 
veterans of the war. The men who served with the Royal Rifles and the 
Winnipeg Grenadiers were the first committed to battle in the Second 
World War and in most instances were the last to return home,  but the 
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years of abuse, disease, and starvation continued to take their toll well 
after the last shot had been fired.  

Matthew Schwarzkopf est né à Edmonton, mais se considère d'Ottawa 
puisqu'il a grandi et est allé à l'école ici. Avec un diplôme en arts 
théâtraux sous son bras et une soif pour l'aventure, il est déménagé en 
Taiwan pour un an, mais est demeuré pendant presque dix. À l'étranger, 
il a enseigné l'anglais aux enfants, a rencontré son épouse magnifique et 
a voyagé le plus de l'Asie possible. Désirant passer plus de temps avec 
sa famille et ayant assez de la poutine avec du fromage râpé, Matthew 
est revenu chez lui et poursuit actuellement un diplôme à l'Université 
d'Ottawa, qui combine ses deux sujets favoris: l'histoire et la 
géographie. Ses domaines de concentrations sont l'histoire canadienne 
moderne, l'histoire du 20e siècle et la Seconde Guerre mondiale. Après 
l'obtention de son diplôme, il espère travailler comme chercheur, 
possiblement pour un musée, un parc national ou un lieu historique. 

Matthew Schwarzkopf was born in Edmonton, but considers himself 
from Ottawa having grown up and gone to school there. Armed with a 
Theatre Arts diploma and yearning for adventure he moved to Taiwan 
for a year, but ended up staying for almost ten. While abroad he taught 
English to children, met his wonderful wife, and went to as much of 
Asia as possible. Wanting to spend more time with family and tired of 
poutine made with shredded mozzarella, Matthew returned home and is 
pursuing a degree at the University of Ottawa which combines his two 
favourite things: history and geography. His areas of focus are modern 
Canadian history, twentieth century history and the Second World War. 
Upon graduation, he hopes to work as a researcher, possibly with a 
museum, national park, or historic site.  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— DIRECTEURS / DIRECTORS —  

Miranda Brethour est dans sa troisième année de son baccalauréat en arts 
avec spécialisation en histoire. Son principal domaine de recherche est 
l'Europe sud-est et est-centrale contemporaine, avec une concentration 
particulière sur l'histoire de l'Holocauste en Pologne sous domination nazie. 
Miranda passe son temps libre en maitrisant l'art de la cuisine végétalienne, en 
peinant sur la grammaire polonaise et en écoutant de la musique minimaliste. 
Après son diplôme, Miranda espère poursuivre une maitrise en histoire et 
d'une manière demeurer une étudiante perpétuelle. 

Miranda Brethour is in her third year of an Honours Bachelor of Arts with a 
Specialization in History.  Her main area of interest is contemporary east-
central and southeastern Europe, with a particular focus on the history of the 
Holocaust in German-occupied Poland. Miranda spends her free time 
mastering the art of vegan cuisine, toiling over Polish grammar, and listening 
to minimalist music. Following her degree, Miranda hopes to pursue a 
Master’s degree in history and somehow remain a perpetual student.  

Benet Gladwin est dans sa dernière année à l'Université d'Ottawa dans son 
programme spécialisé d'histoire et de science politique. Ses intérêts de 
recherche incluent l'histoire canadienne et britannique, avec une concentration 
particulière sur les relations anglo-canadiennes, le nationalisme canadien et 
l'Empire britannique. Lorsqu'il n'est pas à l'université, Benet aime voyager, 
ressentir le plein air et la nature et faire cours à ses amis au sujet de l'impact 
social et économique de la Peste noire. Benet espère poursuivre une maitrise 
en histoire après l'obtention de son diplôme en décembre 2016. 

Benet Gladwin is in his final year at the University of Ottawa of his Joint 
Honours program in History and Political Science. His research interests 
include British and Canadian history, with a particular focus on Anglo-
Canadian relations, Canadian nationalism, and the British Empire. When not at 
school, Benet enjoys travelling, experiencing the outdoors, and lecturing his 
friends about the social and economic impact of the Black Death. Benet hopes 
to pursue a Master's degree in History after he graduates in December 2016. 
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—ÉDITEURS / EDITORS — 

Sophie Cayer est une étudiante à la maîtrise à l'École des sciences de 
l'information de l'Université d'Ottawa. Elle a complété un baccalauréat 
spécialisé en arts, majeure en histoire et majeure en lettres françaises. Ses 
intérêts de recherche incluent l'histoire de la francophonie canadienne et le 
Canada au 19e siècle, mais elle a aussi un penchant pour l'ère des Tudors et le 
règne de Louis XIV. Elle espère devenir archiviste ou bibliothécaire après 
l'obtention de sa maitrise. 

Sophie Cayer is a graduate student at the School of Information Studies at the 
University of Ottawa. She completed an honours undergraduate degree, with a 
double major in history and in lettres françaises. Her research interests include 
French Canadian history and 19th century Canada, but she also has a penchant 
for the Tudor era and Louis XIV's reign. She hopes to become an archivist or a 
librarian. 

Laura Chamberland est dans sa quatrième année à l'Université d'Ottawa 
pour un baccalauréat en sciences sociales en histoire et en science politique. Sa 
passion académique se centralise sur l'étude du nationalisme et de la formation 
de l'identité ethnique et comment ces concepts influencent et ont un impact sur 
l'insécurité nationale. Avec une concentration essentielle sur l'histoire du 20e 
siècle ainsi que les affaires actuelles, ses études sont renforcées par la 
fascination sur comment les discussions de l'identité secouent et forment les 
actions entre groupes ethniques. Après l'obtention de son diplôme, elle espère 
compléter une maitrise à l'École supérieure d'affaires publiques et 
internationales de l'Université d’Ottawa. 

Laura Chamberland is in her fourth year at the University of Ottawa for 
Joint Honours Bachelor of Social Sciences in History and Political Science. 
Her academic passion centres on the study of nationalism and the formation of 
ethnic identity, along with how these concepts can influence and impact 
national insecurity. With an essential focus on twentieth century history, as 
well as current affairs, her studies are bolstered by a fascination for how the 
discourses of identity affect and shape actions between ethnic groups. After 
graduation, she hopes to complete a Master’s degree at the University of 
Ottawa’s Graduate School of Public and International Affairs. 
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Sebastian Herrera est un étudiant en troisième année dans le programme 
d'histoire et langue russe. Ses domaines d'intérêt historique incluent 
l'Amérique latine postcoloniale et les débats présidentiels des États-Unis. Il 
aime visiter des musées, assister à des concerts au CNA, des jeux de société de 
survie/de quête et des longues marches sur le canal au clair de la lune. 

Sebastian Herrera is a third year student in the History and Russian 
Language program. His areas of historical interest include postcolonial Latin 
America and American presidential debates. He enjoys visiting museums, 
attending concerts at the NAC, survival/quest board games, and long walks 
along the moonlit Canal. 

Mihaela Ion, originalement de Toronto, est une étudiante de troisième année 
avec majeure en histoire et mineure en gestion. Au cours de ses études de 
premier cycle, elle s'est concentrée sur l'histoire culturelle de la Guerre froide, 
particulièrement sur la perspective des habitants des pays communistes. 
Depuis la dernière année, elle a complété deux stages co-op aux Affaires 
autochtones et du Nord Canada et à Joan Holmes and Associates, une 
entreprise de conseil locale spécialisant en demandes historiques. Elle est 
présentement l'une des vice-présidentes des communications pour 
l'Association des étudiants en histoire. Dans le futur, elle espère poursuivre ses 
études à la maitrise et entamer une carrière comme chercheuse. 

Mihaela Ion, originally from Toronto, is a third year student majoring in 
history and minoring in management. In the course of her undergraduate 
studies, she has focused the cultural history of the Cold War, particularly on 
the perspective of those living in Communist countries. In the past year, she 
has completed co-op terms at Indigenous Affairs and Northern Development 
Canada and Joan Holmes and Associates, a local consulting company 
specializing in historical inquiries. Currently, she is part of the History 
Students Association as a V.P. of Communication. In the future, she hopes to 
pursue a Master’s degree and build a career as a researcher. 

Eamonn Lahey est dans la quatrième année de son baccalauréat en arts avec 
spécialisation en histoire. Il est particulièrement intéressé en histoire 
américaine à partir de la reconstruction. Après l'obtention de son diplôme, il 
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fera un saut dans d'autres études universitaires. Il a aucune idée de ce qu'il veut 
faire avec sa vie - peut-être il deviendra un étudiant professionnel. 

Eamonn Lahey is in his fourth year of an Honours Bachelor of Arts with a 
Specialization in History. He is particularly interested in American History 
from Reconstruction onwards.  Following graduation, he will likely hop back 
into university studies. He has no idea what he wants to do with his life - 
perhaps he can become a professional student!  

Emily McBain-Ashfield est originalement de Vancouver. Elle est 
présentement une étudiante en troisième année à l'Université d'Ottawa dans le 
programme de baccalauréat en arts, avec spécialisation en histoire et une 
mineure en science politique, avec option co-op. Son principal domaine de 
recherche est l'histoire diplomatique et politique entre le Canada et les États-
Unis pendant le 20e siècle. Après l'obtention de son diplôme, Emily espère 
compléter un programme combiné en droit et une maitrise en affaires 
internationales. 

Emily McBain-Ashfield is originally from Vancouver. She is currently a third 
year student at the University of Ottawa in the Honours Bachelor of Arts 
program, specializing in history with a minor in political science in the Co-Op 
stream. Her particular area of interest is 20th century Canadian and American 
political and diplomatic history. After graduation, Emily hopes to complete a 
joint law degree and Master’s in International Affairs.  

Katherine Morrow est dans sa quatrième année de son baccalauréat en arts 
avec spécialisation en histoire et mineure en sciences des religions. Ses 
principaux domaines de recherche sont l'histoire sociale et la culture matérielle 
des Première et Seconde Guerres mondiales. 

Katherine Morrow is in her fourth year of her Bachelor of Arts with a 
Specialization in History and a Minor in Religious Studies.  Her primary areas 
of interest are the social history and material culture of the First and Second 
World Wars. 
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Nicole Taylor est dans sa troisième année d'un baccalauréat en arts avec 
spécialisation en histoire et une mineure en philosophie. Elle est intéressée à 
l'histoire canadienne du 20e siècle, se concentrant sur l'ascension et la chute 
d'individus aux niveaux fédéral et provincial. 

Nicole Taylor is in her third year of a Bachelors of Arts with a specialization 
in history and a minor in philosophy. She is interested in 20th century 
Canadian history, focusing on the rise and fall of individuals at a federal and 
provincial level. 

Eric Wilkinson est un étudiant de premier cycle à l'Université d'Ottawa 
poursuivant en même temps un baccalauréat spécialisé en philosophie avec 
une mineure en études canadiennes et un baccalauréat spécialisé en science 
politique avec une mineure en éthique appliquée. Ses intérêts de recherche 
incluent l'éthique philosophique et l'histoire et la politique canadienne. En 
dehors de la classe, Eric aime lire, des marches calmes en plein air et tenter de 
faire face à l'indifférence dévastatrice de l'univers avec un sourire. 

Eric Wilkinson is an undergraduate student at the University of Ottawa 
concurrently pursuing an Honours Specialization in Philosophy with a Minor 
in Canadian Studies, as well as an Honours Specialization in Political Science 
with a Minor in Applied Ethics. His research interests include philosophical 
ethics, Canadian history, and Canadian politics. When outside the classroom, 
Eric enjoys reading, quiet walks in nature, and attempting to face the crushing 
indifference of the universe with a smile.  

Serena Ypelaar est dans sa dernière année de son baccalauréat en arts avec 
double majeure en histoire et en English Literature. Au courant de ses études, 
elle s'est concentrée principalement sur l'histoire coloniale britannique et 
française et la littérature britannique. Originalement de Toronto, elle est 
passionnée de la préservation du patrimoine, ayant acquis de l'expérience au 
lieu historique national Fort York et au musée de l'art inuit et ayant servi 
comme membre du conseil de jeunes du Musée Bytown. Après l'obtention de 
son diplôme, Serena espère obtenir une maitrise en études muséales et 
poursuivre une carrière en programmation muséale. 

Serena Ypelaar is in her final year of her Honours Bachelor of Arts with a 
double major in History and English Literature. Over the course of her studies, 
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she has focused primarily on British and French colonial history and British 
literature. Originally from Toronto, she is passionate about heritage 
preservation, having gained experience at Fort York National Historic Site and 
the Museum of Inuit Art and serving as a member of the Bytown Museum 
Youth Council. After graduation, Serena hopes to obtain a master’s degree in 
Museum Studies and pursue a career in museum programming. 

— ÉDITRICE DE MISE EN PAGE / LAYOUT EDITOR — 

Renée Davis est présentement dans sa quatrième année à l'Université d'Ottawa 
poursuivant une double majeure en histoire et en English, en immersion 
française avec option co-op. Elle se concentre sur l'histoire et la littérature 
canadienne avec une attention particulière sur la Première Guerre mondiale et 
la Grande Dépression. Lorsqu'elle n'est pas en classe, elle est occupée en 
travaillant comme cheffe d'équipe à la plus grande résidence de l'université ou 
en relaxant entre amis avec une tasse chaude de thé. Elle planifie poursuivre 
des études supérieures en histoire et voyager autour du monde. 

Renée Davis is currently in her fourth year at the University of Ottawa 
pursuing a Double Major in History and English in French Immersion and co-
op. Her focus is on Canadian history and literature with a particular emphasis 
on the First World War and the Great Depression. When not in class, she is 
busily working as a Team Lead in the university’s largest residence or relaxing 
with friends over a hot cup of tea. She plans on pursuing an MA in History and 
traveling around the world.  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